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AMONG  the  chronic  difeafes 
which  afflidt  mankind,  none 
deferves  more  a ferious  inveftiga- 
tion  than  the  Gout.  When  we 
conlider  the  prevalence  of  this 
difeafe  in  all  ages,  its  feverity,  the 
great  variety  of  complaints,  fome 
of  them  of  an  alarming  nature, 

s . .. 

which  attend  its  irregular  forms, 
it  is  fomewhat  extraordinary,  that 
profeffional  men  of  genius  have 
not,  with  fufficient  ardour,  endea- 
voured to  explain  the  true  nature 
and  caufe  of  this  difteinper.  For, 
from  the  time  of  Galen  to  this 

day,  I cannot  difcover  that  any 

♦ 
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advancement  has  been  made,  ei- 
ther in  our  knowledge  of  this  dif- 

yi IjJ liDDQ 0 V/  ' Oi  f) pp 

eafe,  or  in  the  plan  of  cure.  The 

J";  1'a t U1(>  l ■ " . 

ancients,  who  have  given  accurate 
deferiptions  of  this  diforder,  ap- 

I ) f I f f * £ i X r*  r \ JTl  if*  -T  - 't  i - 

pear  to  have  known  the  remote 
caufes  ; but  of  the  immediate 

1 * 1 / $ i \ f J ^ jf  r * k Jt  i r 

caufe  of  a fit  of  the  gout,  and 

ijiU  IO  ■ moif 

how  various  Symptoms  were  pro- 


, from  the  a£tion  of  the  ar- 

to  i/tsmsonammeo  ddl<4&  bemski 

thntic  matter  on  the  lyitem,  they 

"loo  onitnoo  oi  . J 

were  ignorant.  Their  method  of 

*:.-US  If?  nOtfUTiDbaO  -j'Uf  - 

cure  was  of  courfe  empirical,  and 

i jer.:;mtKlqrrio3  hnc,  . 

fo  it  continues  to  this  aay,  not- 

Hrf  jllXOCL  SOtlOllOGX'l  ' 

withftanding  me  many  advantages 

of  the  moderns1  in  IjaSr  fuperior 

pifidiH)  ,oJ'  garam  (s>vx  /»  > 

knowledge  in  anatomy  and  phy- 
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If  the  human  body  could  be 
fubjedted  to  fuch  decifive  experi- 
ments, as  have  fo  wonderfully 

n£ic}  'jdl 

improved  our  knowledge  in  natu- 
ral philofophy,  during  this  cen- 

-> . Tv  ..,  ui/  ' , Jj" 

tury,  then  the  caufes  of  internal 
difeafes  might  be  inveftigated  with 
eafe  and  certainty.  But,  as  fuch 

tells  are,  from  the  nature  of  the 

r rn vtsi  10 i 1 c t 7/or 

human  frame,  impoffible,  we  are 

- .0  . . ; . v . . * ijj'i's  : ) u : iHO  *;  \ , 

obliged,  at  the  commencement  of 

P ' ; ; * j « jo  j f ,•  . f .. 

every  diforder,  to  confine  our- 

, . v-M  J i • £>  I { i ^ ’ JL 

felves  to  the  obfervation  of  fuch 

' ' J v • 

appearances,  and  complaints,  as 

81/U  . 

irom  experience  point  out  the* 

dt/n  3/iJf  gniou 

nature  of  the  difeafe.  In  this 

iwflx  m ?ntaborrt 

way  we  give  names  to  difeafes, 
and,  when  ignorant  of  the  origi- 
nal caufe,  the  method  of  cure 
mull  be  empirical.  In  fuch  cafes, 

the 
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the  modern  phyfician  is  indebted 
for  his  fuccefs  in  the  cure,  to  the 
experience  of  his  predecelTors,  as 
well  as  to  his  own,  and  that  of 
his  contemperaries.  With  fuch 
helps,  it  is  admirable  to  perceive 
with  what  eafe  and  art  the  phy- 
fician of  experience  conducts  the 
cure  of  the  diforder,  when  he  is 
acquainted  with  the  nature  of  the 
fymptoms,  though  he  knows  not 
the  caufe  which  originally  produc- 
ed them.  On  many  occafions, 
phyhcians  proceed  in  this  man- 
ner, with  fuccefs,  judging  as  well 
as  they  can  of  the  invifible  caufe, 
from  its  vifible  effects  in  the 

J t 

courfe  of  the  diforder.  But,  when 
we  are  fo  fortunate  as  to  trace 
the  caufe,  we  become  then  more 

dog- 
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dogmatical  and  regular  in  our 
practice.  For,  from  a more  inti- 
mate acquaintance  with  the  na- 
ture of  the  difeafe,  our  medicines 
and  applications  are  better  fuited 
to  counteract  its  progrefs,  or  to 
favour  the  expulfion  of  the  mor- 
bific matter. 

But  the  exigence  of  a morbific 
matter  is  denied  by  feveral  medi- 
cal writers,  who  derive  every 
diforder  from  a defect  or  morbid 
affeCtion  of  the  folids  ; while  o- 
thers  alledge,  with  equal  probabi- 
lity, that  the  fluids  are  primari- 
ly affeCted  in  every  difeafe.  Thefe 
two  opinions  have  been  litigated 
with  great  ingenuity,  but  with 
too  much  keennefs  to  produce  a 

fair 
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fair  reprefentation  of  fails  ; for 
neither  of  them  are  ftriilly  true. 
But,  from  the  following  ihort  re- 
view of  the  fubjeil,  I humbly  ap- 
prehend they  may  be  reconciled. 
To  examine  the  theories  on  ei- 
ther fide,  would  lead  to  a prolixi- 
ty inconfiftent  with  the  brevity 
of  a preface : I fhall  therefore 

• -•  * ■ - • >.  - ■ , f J 111  9flj 

content  myfelf  with  a fliorc  an- 

‘-J  J -»  . 4)  f 

peal  to  the  difeafes  themfelves, 
and  to  fuch  fails  as  I imagine  will 


; -0/1  s'//  mujzo' 


Thofe  who  maintain  the  folids 
to  be  originally  affeiled,  in  the 
produilipn  of  every  internal  dif- 

■ O ’ , . < 

order,  afcribe  to  an  original  de- 
feil  in  the  fyftem,  all  the  variety 
of  fcropliula  we  meet  with  in  prac- 
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tice.  This  diforder,  with  all  its 
confequences,  as  glandular  fwel- 
lings,  fuppurations,  difeafbs  in  the 
bones  in  various  parts  of  the  bo- 
dy, confumptions,  withered  limbs, 
fits  of  infanity,  &c.  are  faid  to 
originate  from  "debility  alone. 


But  it  feems  equally  probable, 
that  the  debility  accompanying 
certain  fpecies  of  the  fcrophula, 
is  rather  an  effeEi  of  the  general 
diforder  in  the  fyftern  from  the 

V f & 9 

fcrophulous  acrimony,  than  the 
catife  of  it.  Becaufe  we  not  only 
meet  with  confiderable  degrees  of 
debility,  and  of  long  continuance, 
without  difcerning ; the  final  left 

> v i • q 

tendency  to  fcrophula  ;;  but  find 
perfons  affe&ed  with  that  difeafe, 
who  are  endowed  with  a confider- 
able 
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able  degree  of  bodily  ftrength. 
For  it  is  not  until  the  diforder 
has  made  fome  remarkable  ad- 
vancement in  the  habit,  or  that 
fome  of  the  vifcera  are  thereby 
aftedted,  that  great  debility  takes 
place.  But,  whatever  is  the  ori- 
ginal caufe  of  this  difeafe,  an  a- 

crimony  of  a peculiar  nature  is 

v # 

generated  in  the  fluids,  which 
produces  indolent  fwellings,  in- 
flammations, and  fuppurations  ; 
from  which  arife  thofe  fores, 
adting  as  fo  many  drains  of  that 
vitiated  humour,  which,  if  retain- 
ed in  the  habit,  would  prove  fa- 
tal. In  flight  cafes,  therefore,  of 
the  fcrophula,  iflues  have  been 
found  to  be  of  great  fervice  ; but 
where  the  diforder  is  of  great 

mag- 
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magnitude,  they  are  inefficient 
for  the  neceffary  difcharge  of  the 
fcrophulous  acrimony. 

It  is  certain,  that  by  a proper 
regulation  of  the  diet  of  icrophu- 
lous  perfons,  in  which  a due  pro- 
portion of  meat  and  wine  fhould 
be  allowed,  fea  bathing,  a mode- 
rate ufe  of  fea  water,  to  prevent 
crudities  in  the  bowels,  exercife, 
and  other  means  of  corroborating 
the  habit,  have  been  of  fervice  in 
fome  fcrophulous  diforders.  It  is 
likewife  known,  that  in  this  dif- 
eafe,  the  fores  often  dry  up  to- 
wards puberty,  when  the  fy item 
has  acquired  a greater  degree  of 
ftrength  than  it  formerly  enjoy- 
ed ; nay,  the  fame  perfons,  from 

b their 
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their  ftrength  being  reduced  by 
other  difeafes,  or  by  old  age,  get 
a return  of  their  fcrophulous  com- 
plaints. Befides,  as  we  have  not 
hitherto  difcovered  any  effectual 
remedy  in  the  cure  of  this  dif- 
eafe,  which  adls  chiefly  on  the 
fluids  ; thefe  obfervations  feem 
to  favour  the  idea  of  a defedf  in 
the  folids  being  the  original  caufe 
of  this  difeafe.  Any  attempt  to 
invalidate  thefe  prefumptive  proofs 
would  be  improper ; they  are 
fadts  known,  and  ought  therefore 
to  be  admitted  in  fupporc  of  the 
above  opinion. 

That  fuch  a defedt  may  pro- 
duce this,  and  other  chronic  dif- 
eafes, I fliall  not  difpute,  but  the 

word 
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word  debility  gives  no  diflinft  idea 
of  the  true  nature  of  that  defe£l. 
This  may  be  different  in  different 
difeafes,  and  always  producing  an 
acrimony  peculiar  to  the  nature 
of  the  caufe  ; for  every  confidera- 
ble  deviation  in  the  a£lion  of  the 
folids,  from  that  which  is  peculiar 
to  a healthy  flate,  will  produce  an 
acrimony  in  the  fluids,  correfpond- 
ing  to  the  manner  in  which  the 
folids  have  been  affedled  ; and  this 
variety  of  acrimony  or  difeafe, 
cannot  be  fuppofed  to  arife  froip 
debility,  which  is  as  much  a con- 
fequence  of  the  morbid  affe&ion 
of  the  folids  as  the  acrimony  it- 
felf. 


The 
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The  fcrophula  being  heredita- 
ry in  fome  families  for  feveral  ge- 
nerations, has  been  adduced  as  an 
argument  for  this  difeafe  being 
derived  from  fome  defect  in  the 
folids.  I lhall  not  difpute  this 
point ; though  perhaps  it  would 
be  difficult  to  afcertain  which  of 
the  two,  the  folids  or  fluids,  is 
in  fault  on  fuch  occaffons.  To 
the  idea  of  its  being  hereditary 

there  are  fome  exceptions  ; be- 

\ 

caufe  we  fee  it  arife  from  other 
difeafes,  in  perfons  where  the  dif- 
temper  could  not  be  traced  to  any 
of  their  progenitors,  while  the  o- 
ther  children  of  the  fame  family 
kept  perfectly  free  from  that  dis- 
order. i he  word  hereditary  gives 
a moft  difeouraging  profpect  to 

thofe 
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thofe  families,  where  the  fcrophu- 
la  has  fubfifted  for  two  or  three 
generations  ; but  I have,  reafon 
to  believe,  and  from  experience 
can  affert,  that,  where  a proper 
regard  is  paid  to  the  health  and 
comtitution  of  the  perfons,  thefe 
unfortunate  people  take  in  mar- 
riage, the  diforder  gradually  dis- 
appears in  their  children  and 
grana-children.  The  fame  may 
be  faid  of  the  gout,  and  fome  o- 
ther  difeafes,  which  are  thought 
to  be  derived  from  parents.  There 
are  other  difeafes,  in  which  an  af- 
fection of  the  folids,  feems  to  be 
more  unequivocally  the  original 
caufe  of  the  fubfequent  diforders  ; 
as  in  the  application  of  cold  to 
the  body,  in  the  production  of 

rheums 
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rheums  in  the  head,  creeks  in  the 
neck,  a cattarrh,  rheumatifm,  and 
other  inflammatory  diforders. 

. •>  - O JL  * * 4.  '•  # -#3  \ JL  «•:-  » i i,.'  m . 

Thofe  who  adopt  a contrary  o- 
pinion,  and  derive  every  difeafe 
from  fome  change  in  the  fluids, 
adduce  as  an  argument  in  their 
favour,  that,  from  the  nature  of 
animal  life,  fome  fmall  portion  of 
our  fluids  is  continually  becom- 
ing unfit  for  circulation,  or  the 
falutary  purpofes  of  the  economy. 
This  in  general  goes  on  without 
any  injury  to  health,  becaufe  na- 
ture has  provided  certain  emunc- 
tories,  by  which  fuch  acrid  or  ufe- 
lefs  fluids,  are  thrown  out  of  the 
body.  It  is,  however,  evident, 
that  this  balance  between  the  ge- 
neration. 
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neration,  and  elimination  of  a- 
crid  fluids,  may  be  fometimes  dif- 

t 

turbed,  and  an  acrimony  thereby 
prevail  in  the  habit.  This  may 
be  increafed  by  the  application  of 
an  excefs  of  heat,  or  of  cold  to 
the  body,  and  by  violent  exercife 
under  a warm  fun,  in  all  which 
cafes,  the  folids  appear  to  be  firft 
affe6ted  ; or  it  may  be  occafioned 
by  unwholefome  diet,  by  which 
the  fluids  are  primarily  affe&ed. 
In  treating  of  infe&ion  *,  I have 
endeavoured  to  prove,  that  its 
action,  in  the  production  of  fe- 
vers, is  firft  on  the  fluids.  But 
it  muft  be  remarked,  that  an  acri- 
mony is  no  fooner  generated, 

than 

* Vide  my  obfervations  on  the  Animal  Economy, 
&c.  feel.  4. 
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than  its  action  on  the  folids  is 
perceived,  and  particularly  on  the 
vafcular  fyltem.  This  increafed 
adtion  of  the  veffels,  may  not  only 
accelerate  the  change  in  our  fluids, 
introduced  by  the  febrile  ferment, 
but  may  produce  other  changes, 
peculiar  to  an  increafed  adtion  of 
the  veffels,  and  different  from  the 
original  acrimony  which  occafion- 
ed  the  fever  ; and  this  acrimony 
will,  in  its  turn  adt  on  the  folids. 
Thefe  remarks  are  made,  not  on- 
ly to  fhew  that  fome  difeafes  may 
arife  from  a morbid  affedtion  of 
the  folids,  and  that  others  derive 
their  origin  from  certain  morbid 
changes  in  the  fluids,  but  that  no 
permanent  affedtion  of  the  folids, 
or  conftderable  change  in  the 

fluids, 
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fluids,  can  take  place,  without 
their  mutually  affedling  each  other. 

This  is  only  a fhort  review  of 
the  fubjedt,  which  might  be  ex- 
tended to  greater  length  ; but  is 
fufficient  to  lliew  the  reciprocal 
adtion  of  the  folids  and  fluids. 
This  takes  place  even  in  health, 
and  is  the  chief  caufe  of  thofe 
wonderful  changes  which  gradu- 
ally take  place  in  the  crude  nu- 
tritive juices,  taken  up  by  the  ab- 
forbents  of  the  primae  viae,  till 
they  are  elaborated  into  the  nature 
of  the  other  circulating  fluids. 
But  it  is  their  effects  on  each  o- 
ther,  when  in  a difeafed  hate,  we 
are  at  prefent  to  conflder,  which 
we  (hall  have  fome  opportunities 


/ 
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of  recognizing  in  the  following 
treatife  on  the  Gout.  I am  fenfi- 
ble  of  the  intricacy  of  this  fub- 
je£t,  and  of  my  inability  to  clear 
it  from  the  great  obfcurity  in 
which  it  is  involved.  If,  howe- 
ver, I fhall  be  fo  fortunate  as  to 
remove  fome  part  of  this  obfcu- 
rity, and  give  a more  d-iftinct  idea 
of  the  true  nature  and  caufe  of 
this  diftemper,  our  practice  in  the 
cure  will  then  become  more  re- 
gular, and  lefs  uncertain,  than  for- 
merly. 

*1  1 JJJb  • llJi  W llx  Jii  J Q l J i f : [ 1 ' f 

This  point  I have  profecuted 
with  ardour,  chiefly  from  a Uriel 
obfcrvance  of  the  gout  under  its 
various  forms,  and  in  a great  va- 
riety of  cafes.  1 have  likewife 

received 

? * -,i  1 
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received  advantage  frrtm  a clofe 
attention  to  the  operation  of  me- 
dicines, and  applications  that  have 
been  ufed  in  the  cure  with  good 
and  bad  fuccefs.  1 he  remote 
caufes,  their  efledts  on  the  body, 
the  generation  of  the  arthritic 
matter,  the  proximate  caufe  of  a 
fit  of  the  gout,  and  the  other  re- 
markable phenomena  in  the  courfe 
of  this  diftemper,  have  been  con- 
fidered  with  great  care.  Some  of 
thefe  particulars  I have  viewed 
in  the  light  of  experiments  ; for 
by  examining  them  with  atten- 
tion, they  have  led  me  to  what  I 
apprehend  to  be  the  true  nature 
of  this  difeafe,  and  in  fome  in- 
ftances  have  fhewn  the  manner 
by  which  the  arthritic  matter  a£fs 


on 


XX  PREFACE. 

on  the  fyftem  in  exciting  parties 
lar  fymptoms.  My  explanations 
of  thefe,  and  many  other  circum- 
llances  relative  to  the  gout,  are 
not  the  belt  that  might  be  given, 
were  the  fubjedl  in  abler  hands, 
but  they  are  the  bell  I can,  at 
prefent,  offer  to  the  public.  The 
fame  may  be  faid  of  the  whole  of 
the  following  treatife,  though 
written  with  the  bell  intention* 
to  introduce  a more  regular  prac- 
tife,  and  to  take  the  unhappy 
fufferers  out  of  the  hands  of  ig- 
norant empirics  and  quacks,  to 
whom  they  have  been  for  the 
molt  part  configned,  to  the  great 
reproach  of  the  medical  art. 
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I N CL  U I R Y 


INTO  THE 

‘ 

NATURE,  CAUSE,  AND  CURE 

I 

OF  THE 

v 

GOUT. 


SECTION  I. 

I.  TF,  in  the  following  treatife,  I fhall  en- 
A deavour  to  inveftigate  the  nature  and 
caufe  of  the  gout,  a fubjeCt  which  has  hi- 
therto eluded  the  inquiries  of  many  learn- 
ed and  ingenious  men,  great  allowance 
ought  to  be  made  for  the  imperfections  and 
i - A in- 
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u4n  Inquiry 


inaccuracies  of  a perfon  of  moderate  abili- 
ties. The  remote  caufes  of  this  difeafe  ap- 
pear to  have  been  long  known  ; but  their 
effe&s  on  the  fyftem  have  not  been  ex- 
plained ; nor  is  the  conftitution  moft  fuf- 
ceptible  of  the  regular  gout  ftridtly  afeer- 
tained.  The  immediate  caufe  of  a fit  of  the 
gout  is  involved  in  great  obfeurity  ; and 
we  are  ignorant  of  the  manner  by  which 
thofe  fymptoms  which  precede  a paroxyfm, 
or  accompany  the  convaiefcent  date  of  that 

diforder,  are  excited.  The  regular  returns 

■ 

of  the  paroxyfms,  nearly  at  dated  intervals 
in  the  regular  gout,  is  a curious  circum- 
ftance  in  the  difeafe,  and  deferves  to  be 
particularly  confidered.  We  do  not  right- 
ly underftand  how,  in  different  conftitu- 
tions,  fuch  a variety  of  complaints  fhould 
arife  from  the  fame  caufe,  as  in  the  irregu- 
lar gout,  and  fome  of  the  difeafes  dridtly 
connected  with  that  didemper.  The  man- 
ner in  which  occafional  caufes  a 61  in  pro- 
ducing the  gout,  is  not  fully  explained  by 
authors,  and  we  comprehend  not  precifely 

the 
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concerning  the  Gout . 

the  nature  of  the  atonic  gout.  The  ar- 
thritic matter  uniformly  affeCting  the  joints 
is  a fingular  circumftance,  and  merits  our 
confideration.  The  inflammation  of  a par- 
ticular part  of  the  body  is  a common  oc- 
currence in  inflammatory  and  febrile  dif- 
orders,  as  well  as  in  a fit  of  the  gout.  The 
immediate  caufe,  however,  of  inflamma- 
tion feems  hitherto  to  have  eluded  the  ob- 
servation of  authors  on  that  fubjedt.- 

2.  But  thefe  are  not  the  only  difficulties 
we  have  to  encounter.  There  are  others 
equally  important,  and  fome  of  them  e- 
qually  obfcure,  which  deferve  our  attention* 
The  talk  here  is  arduous;  and  I doubt  whe- 
ther it  fhall  be  in  my  power  to  Satisfy  my 
readers  in  explaining  thefe  Several  particu- 
lars ; but  the  difficulty  of  the  fubjeCt  ought  to 
claim  fome  indulgence,  if  my  inquiries  (hall 
fall  thort  of  their  expectations,  I am  like- 
wife  afraid,  that,  in  a fubjeCt  fo  intricate, 
where  our  attention  muft  be  drawn  to  fo 
great  a variety  of  citcumftance9,  it  will  be 

difficult 
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difficult  to  preferve  that  regularity  of  plan 
which  might  be  obferved  in  treating  of  a 
diforder  of  greater  fimplicity. 

3.  As  the  hiftory  of  the  gout,  under  its 
various  forms,  is  fully  and  accurately  given 
by  practical  authors,  who  have  in  general 
followed  Sydenham,  it  is  needlefs  to  be  te- 
dioufly  particular  in  the  defcription  of  a dif- 
order fo  well  known.  This  is  the  lefs  ne- 
ceffary,  as  I fhall,  in  the  following  differ- 
tation,  have  occalion  to  take  notice  of  the 
mod  remarkable  fymptoms  that  attend  both 
the  regular  and  irregular  gouts,  in  my  en- 
deavours to  explain  what  I apprehend  to 
be  the  true  nature  of  that  diftemper. 

4.  From  practical  authors  and  general 
obfervation,  we  learn,  that  the  gout  is  more 
a difeafe  of  cold,  than  of  warm  climates,  of 
the  winter,  than  of  the  fummer  months* 
Its  attacks  are  from  about  Chriftmas  to 
March,  or  on  the  approach  of  the  cold 
weather  in  autumn,  which  are  the  ufual 
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periods  of  thofe  who  are  afflided  twice  a- 
year  with  that  diftemper.  How  far  the 
cold  of  the  climate,  or  of  the  feafon,  may 
contribute  to  the  produdion  of  fits  of  the 
gout,  (hall  be  hereafter  confidered.  When 
the  difeafe  is  not  hereditary,  the'  principal 
remote  caufes  are  ufually  afcribed  to  in- 
temperance, a full  diet,  and  afedentary  life. 
However,  we  often  meet  with  perfo ns  af- 
flicted with  that  diforder,  who  cannot  be 
ftridly  accufed  of  intemperance;  but,  upon 
a review  of  their  manner  of  living,  on  a 
full  diet,  with  a regular,  though  moderate, 
quantity  of  ftrong  liquors  twice  a-  day,  and 
a fedentary  life,  it  falls  little  fhort  of  the 
general  charge  brought  againft  gouty  per- 
ions. 

5.  But  the  remote  caufes  of  this  difeafe 
ad  not  with  the  fame  force  in  all;  for  their 
efFeds  are  more  feverely  felt  in  fome  than 
in  others  ; and  there  are  feveral  who  have 
efcaped  the  diforder,  notwithflanding  their 
having  expofed  themfelves  for  many  years 
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to  the  adion  of  the  remote  caufes  of  the  ac- 
quired gout.  Hence  a probability  arifes, 
that  the  generation  of  the  arthritic  acrimo- 
ny in  our  fluids  depends  in  fome  degree  on 
a peculiarity  of  conftitution. 

6.  The  remote  caufes  juft  mentioned, 
apply  not  always  to  the  hereditary  gout  ; 
for  we  have  fome  inftances  of  it,  notwith- 
ftanding  great  attention  to  exercife  and 
temperance-  This  hereditary  diforder  may 
arife  from  a peculiarity  in  the  ftrudure  of 
the  body  ; and,  as  children  often  inherit 
not  only  the  figure  and  features,  but  difpo- 
fitions  of  their  parents,  fo  a propenfity  to 
the  pleafures  of  the  table  and  indolence 
may,  in  fome  degree,  be  the  refult  of  fuch 
a conformation.  It  may  likewife  be  remark- 
ed, that,  from  the  influence  of  example,  an 
inclination  to  this  pradice  is  apt  to  be  ac- 
quired by  the  children  of  thofe  who  have 
been  addided  to  it.  Although  I have,  in 
many  inftances,  obferved  fuch  a propenfity 
in  perfons  afleded  with  what  was  fuppofed 
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to  be  the  hereditary  gout,  yet  I do  not  give 
it  as  a general  confequence  of  fuch  a con- 
formation, but  mention  it  merely  as  a con- 
jecture. However,  in  fuch  conftitutions, 
thefe  caufes  always  aCt  with  double  force 
' in  the  production  of  this  difeafe. 

. . * . • i i * ' ■ 

7.  There  are  many  other  caufes  enume- 
rated by  authors,  but  when  carefully  exa- 

0 

mined,  they  feem  rather  to  be  exciting,  or 
occafional,  than  remote  caufes  of  this  dis- 
order. Thefe  are  whatever  produce  debi- 
lity, and  its  concomitant  a preternatural  ir- 
ritability of  the  fyftem.  Long  and  intenfe 
ftudy  or  application  to  bufinefs,  particular- 
ly in  the  night,  excefs  in  venery,  purging 
and  other  evacuations,  violent  exercife  long 

continued,  efpecially  walking  any  confider- 

& 

able  way  with  fhort,  or  tight  fhoes*,  catchy 

ing 

# This  I have  frequently  known  to  bring  on  the 
firft  fit  of  the  gout,  about  the  third  day  after,  with  con- 
iiderable  rednefs,  fimilar  to  an  eryfipelatous  inflamma- 
tion. 
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ing  cold,  and  the  application  of  cold  to  the 
feet,  weak  claretj  other  fubacid  weak  wines, 
fuch  fruits  and  vegetables  as  are  apt  to  fer- 
ment and  become  acid  in  the  ftomach,  de- 
bilitate the  digeftive  organs,  and  render  the 
whole  fyftem  more  irritable  than  ufual.  In- 
digeftion,  to  which  gouty  conftitutions  are 
extremely  liable,  and  a colledion  of  bile 
from  coftivenefs,  have  nearly  the  fame  ef- 
fects, 

8.  Men  of  genius,  in  the  habit  of  profe- 
Cuting  their  ftudies  during  the  night,  are 
faid  to  be  more  than  ufually  fubjedt  to  this 
difeafe;  and,  I believe,  it  may  be  fo,  when, 
from  their  eafy  circumftances,  they  keep  a 
plentiful  table.  But  the  pofleffion  of  ge- 
nius can  have  no  other  concern  than  as  it 
often  leads  to  afedentary  life,  which,  when 
accompanied  with  a full  diet,  may  have  the 
fame  efTe&s  on  men  of  genius,  in  producing 
the  gout,  that  they  are  known  frequently 
to  have  on  others  of  the  meanefl  capacities. 
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9.  It  is  alfo  remarked  by  praftical  wri- 
ters, that  full  and  corpulent  habits  are  particu- 
larly obnoxious  to  this  difeafe.  Corpulency, 
in  many  perfons,  depends  on  a peculiarity  of 
conftitution,  and  while  they  continue  tem- 
perate and  active,  are  feldom  afflicted  with 
the  gout.  But  it  oftener  arifes  from  a full 
diet  and  indolence.  In  fome  degree  corpu- 
lency precedes  the  firft  fits  of  this  diforder, 
and  increafes  with  the  age  of  the  perfon, 
and  advancement  of  the  difeafe,  which  gra- 
dually brings  on  an  inability  to  proper  ex- 
ercife,  from  weaknefs  and  ftiffnefs  in  the 
joints  of  the  lower  extremities.  Nor  is  it 
at  all  furprifing  that,  from  fo  nutritive  a 
diet,  and  a want  of  due  exercife,  fuch  per- 
fons fhould  become  plethoric  and  corpu- 
lent, which  increafe  their  dillike  to  adtion* 
and?  in  fome  degree,  render  them  unfit  for 
proper  exercife.  This  is  more  or  lefs  the 
fituation  of  gouty  perfons  in  general  ; but 
obefuy  feems  not  effqntial  to  the  gout,  be- 
caufe  we  every  day  meet  with  this  diforder 
in  perfons  no  way  inclined  to  corpulency, 
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and  in  others  of  remarkably  thin  and  fpare 
habits. 

io.  It  is  likewife  alledged,  with  more 
appearance  of  truth,  that  men  with  large 
bodies  and  robufl  conftitutions,  are  parti- 
cularly liable  to  this  diftemper.  Such  are, 
undoubtedly,  the  conftitutions  in  which  we 
moft  frequently  meet  with  the  regular  gout; 
but  it  is  not  the  ftrength  of  the  fyftem  a- 
lone,  as  will  appear  more  fully  in  the  fe- 
quel,  that  produces  this  difeafe*  The  re- 
mote caufes  muft  a£t  for  fome  time  on  the 
digeftive  organs,  and  on  the  fyftem  in  ge- 
neral, before  the  arthritic  acrimony,  which 
we  fuppofe  to  be  the  immediate  caufe  of 
the  gout,  can  be  generated  in  the  body  ; 
and  the  ftronger  the  conftitution  the  great- 
er will  be  the  powers  exerted  in  the  fyf- 
tem to  overcome  this  acrimony,  or  to  thjow 
it  off  by  the  ufual  emun&ories  ; and  of 
courfe  the  ftrongeft  may  efcape  the  difor- 
der  altogether,  or  have  it  in  a milder  way 
than  thofe  of  lei's  robuft  habits,  even  when 

they 
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they  have  been  equally  expofed  to  the  re- 
mote caufes*.  For  it  muft  be  obferved  that 

\ 

private  foldiers  in  the  army,  common  iail- 
ors,  and  fhofe  who  earn  their  bread  by  con- 
ftant  labour,  and  keep  temperate,  are  fel- 
dom,  if  ever,  feized  with  the  gout, 

n.sThefe  circumftances,  and  others  I 
fhall  have  occafion  to  confider  in  the  fol- 
lowing tieatife,  as  they  fometimes  occur  in 
gouty  habits,  have  created  a general  belief 
of  their  being  intimately  connected  with 

the 

* A gentleman,  32  years  of  age,  inclining  to  a full 
habit,  and  of  a good  conftitution,  was,  in  the  year  1762, 
feized  with  a very  fevere,  but  regular,  fit  of  the  gout  iu 
both  feet.  For  fome  days,  during  the  feverity  0/  the  pa- 
roxyfm,  he  had  a remarkably  free  and  copious  perfpi- 
ration  ; it  was  feveral  weeks  before  he  could  walk  a- 
crofs  his  room,  when  his  feet  and  ancles  became  oede- 
matous,  with  great  weaknefs  in  both  legs.  After  his 
recovery  he  obferved  not  any  particular  regimen  of  diet, 
living  much  in  his  ufual  way  ; but,  from  the  ftrength 
of  his  conftitution,  and  ufing  a good  deal  of  exercife, 
he  has  not  had  a fecond  fit  of  the  gout,  and  is  now  in 
perfeft  health. 
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the  caufe  of  the  gout.  But  while  thefe  ill 
grounded  fuppofuions  maintain  their  cre- 
dit, they  have  a tendency  to  obftruft  our 
inquiries  into  the  true  nature  and  caufe  of 
this  diftemper.  Another  difficulty  in  the  re- 
gular inveftigation  of  the  caufe  of  the  gout, 
arifes  from  the  various  appearances  of  this 
difeafe  in  different  perfons,  in  the  fame  per- 
fon  at  different  times,  and  from  the  great 
variety  and  difcrepancy  of  its  fymptoms, 
efpecially  in  the  irregular  gout.  From  the 
different  appearances  of  this  diforder  in  its 
irregular  ftate,  authors  have  reafoned  fo  dif- 
ferently on  the  nature  of  this  diftemper, 
that  we  are  at  this  day  in  great  doubt  with 
regard  to  its  origin.  Notwithftanding  this 
diverfity  of  opinion,  there  is  nothing  more 
general  than  a belief  in  the  remote  caufes 
of  the  acquired  gout,  as  above  enumerated. 
It  is  therefore  furprifing,  and  much  to  be 
regretted,  that  men  of  abilities,  in  treating 
pf  this  diforder,  have  not  profecuted  wuth 
fufficient  ardour  the  effects  of  thefe  remote 

i ' i . . 

caufes  on  the  conftitution. 
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12.  A certain  quantity  of  food  and  drink 
is  necelfary  for  the  fupport  and  nourifh- 
ment  of  the  body  ; but  nature  allows  a 
confiderable  latitude  with  impunity.  Men, 
as  well  as  other  animals,  require  a quanti- 
ty of  aliment  proportioned  to  their  bodily 
labour.  Any  confiderable  diminution  or 
augmentation  of  that  neceffary  quantity, 
long  continued,  will  tend  to  the  produ&ion 
of  difeafe,  according  to  the  nature  and  mag- 
nitude of  the  caufe.  In  the  a&ive  time  of 
youth,  when  the  exercife  of  the  body  is 
greater,  and  the  digeftive  powers  are  ftrong- 
er,  than  at  any  other  period,  a little  indul- 
gence in  more  food  than  is  requiiite  for  the 
maintenance  of  health,  is  not  in  general 
followed  by  any  bad  confequence  : For  it 
is  not  till  fome  time  after,  when  men  begin 
to  lofe  their  agility  and  eafe  in  their  mo- 
tions, and  incline  more  to  a fedentary  life, 
that  a plumpnefs,  and  fometimes  even  cor- 
pulency, gradually  fteals  on  them. 


/ 


14  -An  Inquiry 

1 $.  The  alteration  of  the  general  ap- 
pearance, with  more  or  lefs  increafe  of  bulk 
in  the  body,  which  infenfibly  take  place  in 
men  from  their  twenty-fixth  to  their  for- 
tieth year,  is  well  known.  About  this  pe- 
riod the  body  has  acquired  that  firmnefs  of 
texture,  which  gives  more  the  idea  of 
ftrength  than  agility.  Some  time  previous 
to  this,  men  in  general  begin  to  difcover  a 
greater  propenfity  to  fedentary  amufements 
and  avocations  than  formerly,  and  this  dif- 
pofition  increafes  by  degrees  as  age  advan- 
ces. But  when  the  conftitution  is  tolerably 
good,  and  the  fedentary  life  not  carried  to 
excefs,  men  after  this  period  commonly 
enjoy  good  health  for  many  years,  although 
their  diet  be  rather  full  than  otherwife,  and 
efpecially  if  they  indulge  not  in  ftrong  li- 
quors. For  while  the  organs  of  digeftion 
continue  completely  to  perform  their  of- 
fice, no  harm  is  to  be  apprehended  from 
the  fedentary  life  and  full  diet,  unlefs  be- 
coming a little  fatter  than  ufual  fhould,  in 
fptne  cafes,  be  thought  an  inconvenience. 

14. 
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14.  However,  when  the  exercife  of  the 
body  correfponds  not  to  the  quantity  of 
aliment  taken,  diforders  in  the  primae  viae 
will  fometimes  occur,  even  in  the  ftrong- 
eft  conftitutions,  efpecially  if,  at  the  fame 
time,  they  indulge  in  ftrong  liquors,  with 
a view  to  help  their  digeftion  ; which,  for 
the  moft  part,  has  a contrary  effed.  Thefe 
complaints  are  at  firft  eafily  removed  by 
medicine,  temperance,  and  exercife ; for, 
as  no  material  injury  is  done  to  the  fto- 
mach  and  bowels,  they  foon  return  to  their 
former  healthy  ftate.  But,  from  the  fre- 
quent recurrence  of  thefe  diforders,  the  fto- 
mach  and  bowels  become  weaker,  more  ir- 
ritable than  formerly,  and  the  digeftive 
powers  decline.  It  is  only  from  this  pe- 
riod, in  conftitutions  moft  liable  to  the  regu- 
lar gout,  that  we  can  fuppofean  acrimony  to 
be  flowly  generated  in  our  fluids,  from  the 
fundion  of  digeftion  being  incompletely 
performed.  In  moft  inftances,  this  arifes, 
not  fo  much  from  any  natural  defed  in  the 
digeftive  organs,  as  from  a long  continued 
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habit  of  taking  a quantity  of  food,  and 
ftrong  liquors,  difproportioned  to  their  pow- 
ers, or  to  the  exercife  of  the  body.  For 
the  fame  perfons,  or  others  of  a fimilar  con- 
ftitution,  who  take  lefs  food,  and  more  ex- 
ercife, are  feldom,  if  ever,  affii&ed  with 
the  gout,  unlefs  a ftrong  hereditary  difpo- 
fition  to  that  diftemper  prevails  in  the  con- 
ftitution. 

15.  Perfons  more  delicate,  and  with  great- 
er irritability  of  fyftem,  are,  from  the  fame 

caufes,  affeded  with  want  of  appetite,  in- 

✓ 

digeftion,  heart-burn  from  acidity  in  the 
ftomach,  flatulency,  general  debility,  low 
fpirits,  and,  in  a variety  of  cafes,  almoft  the 
whole  train  of  nervous,  hypochondriac,  and 
hyfteric  fymptoms.  For  a general  debility, 
proceeding  from  a difeafed  ftate  of  the  fto- 
mach and  bowels,  tends  greatly  to  the  pro- 
duction of  nervous  diforders.  Such  com- 
plaints are  common  to  men  and  women  of 
delicate  conftitutions ; but,  on  account  of 
this  delicacy  of  fyftem,  they  are  feldom 

feized 
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feized  with  fits  of  the  gout  : For  although 
the  remote  caufes  of  this  diforder  may  be 
numbered  amongft  thoie  of  nervous  dii- 
eafes,  yet,  when  they  produce  in  delicate 
habits  fuch  effects  as  are  juft  mentioned, 

"•  .1 

the  appetite  fails,  and  they  are  afflidted  with 
indigeftion,  which  are  in  a great  degree  in- 
conliftent  with  the  generation  of  that  fpe- 
cies  of  acrimony  in  our  fluids,  fuppofed  to 
be  the  caufe  of  the  gout, 

16.  I know  not  how  it  may  have  hap- 

. 1 - , 

pened  to  others,  but  in  my  younger  days  I 
was  often  led  away  from  the  confideration 
of  the  true  caufe  of  nervous,  hypochon- 
driac, and  hyfteric  diforders,  by  the  deli- 
cate appearance  of  my  patients.  I did  not 
fufpeft  perfons  who  had  become  thinner 
than  ufual,  complaining  of  acidity  in  the 

ftomach,  want  of  appetite,  and  indigeftion, 

, * ! • 

to  have  brought  on  their  complaints  by  too 
full  a diet.  This  deception  continued  for 
fome  time,  from  the  fick  complaining  that 
they  could  neither  eat  nor  digeft  the  light— 
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eft  food.  No  doubt  this  was  the  cafe,  in  a 

\ 

great  degree,  with  feveral  of  them,  who, 
from  the  great  irritability  of  their  ftomach, 
could  not  bear  fuch  a moderate  quantity  of 
aliment  as  could  have  been  eafily  taken  in 
a more  healthy  ftate.  Upon  a ftrict  inquiry, 
however,  there  were  fome  who,  notwith- 
ftanding  of  their  taking  but  a fmall  quanti- 
ty of  food  at  once,  yet,  upon  their  repeat- 
ing it  frequently,  the  quantity  was  little 
lefs  than  fhould  be  taken  by  a perfon  in 
health,  and  more  than  they  could  digeft  in 
the  weak  ftate  of  their  ftomach  and  bowels. 
But  there  are  others  whofe  appetites  are  in 
general  too  keen  for  their  powers  of  di- 
geftion,  and  luch  perfons  often  bring  on 
themfelves,  by  a full  diet,  great  diforders 
in  the  primae  viae,  which  produce  an  un- 
common fenfibility  on  the  nerves  of  thefe  vif- 
eera,  and  fubjedl  them  for  fome  time  to  a 
variety  of  nervous  complaints. 

17.  When  valetudinarians  of  the  above 
defcription  cannot  take,  or  fuppofe  they 
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-cannot  take,  a fufficient  quantity  of  aliment 
for  their  fupport,  recourfe  is  had  to  fmali 
^quantities  of  ftrong  liquors  after  meals,  to 
lupply  that  deficiency.  The  exhilirating 
,qual  ities  of  tliele  liquors  deceive  them  into 
a belief  of  their  giving  ftrength  and  firm- 

nefs  to  the  body  ; but  thefe  effe&s  are  on- 

/ 

]y  temporary,  and  in  the  end  tend  rather 
to  exhauft  than  raife  the  lpirits,  from  the 
excitement  they  occafion.  In  fome  few 
cafes  a fmall  quantity  of  wine,  or  mild  malt 
Jiquor,  may  be  taken  with  advantage  ; but 
they  ought  never  to  take  both  at  the  fame 
time,  becaufe  fuch  a mixture,  in  weak  fto- 
inachs,  is  apt  to  difturb  the  digeftion,  and 
to  hurry  on  the  acid  fermentation.  Thole 
who  have  naturally  great  appetites,  in  fome 
cafes,  owing  to  an  uncommon  fenfibility  of 
the  nerves  of  the  fiomach,  are  often  feized 
with  cholics,  vomiting,  and  purging  ; and 
when,  from  a miftaken  notion  of  alfifting 
the  digefiion,  they  fall  into  the  habit  of 

s 

drinking  ftrong  liquors,  this  never  fails  in 
time  to  impair  the  conflirution,  and  increafe 

thq 
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the  number  of  their  complaints.  Thefe 
patients  have  in  general  fnch  large  fecre- 
tions  of  phlegm  in  the  primae  viae,  that  we 

t 

are  often  obliged  to  have  recourfe  to  gentle 
emetics  and  laxatives,  before  we  can,  in  the 
intervals,  with  corroborants,  a proper  regu- 
lation of  their  diet  and  exercife,  bring  their 
ftomach  and  bowels  to  their  former  heal- 
thy ftate.  In  mod:  of  fuch  cafes,  the  cure 
is  more  fpeedy  and  complete  when  wTater 
alone  is  their  beverage;  for  wine  and  other 
vinous  liquors  fhould  never  be  given  but  as 
a cordial. 

3 8.  Thofe  of  a firmer  habit,  who  in- 
dulge in  a full  diet  and  fedentary  life,  fu fi- 
fe r not  fo  much  from  nervous  fymptoms,  as 
the  above  delicate  clafs  of  people.  Their 
complaints  are  nearly  of  the  fame  kind  ; 
bur,  from  the  greater  ftrength  of  their  fto- 
mach  and  bowels,  are  not  fo  numerous,  fo 
violent,  or  fo  permanent,  as  in  the  more  de- 
licate men  and  women.  Between  the  at- 
tacks of  their  diforders,  they  at  times  enjoy 
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a tolerable  ftate  of  health,  complaining  on- 
ly of  pains  fimilar  to  thofe  of  the  rheuma- 
tic kind  in  different  parts  of  their  body, 

% 

and  fometimes  they  are  feized  with  flight 
fits  of  the  gout,  with  an  alleviation  of  their 
other  complaints  for  a fhort  time.  For  the 
intervals  of  eafe  and  freedom  from  com- 
plaints are  neither  fo  long  nor  fo  complete 
as  in  thofe  who,  from  the  greater  ftrength 
of  their  conftitution  and  digeftive  organs, 
have  regular  fits  of  the  gout;  and  of  courfe, 
they  fuffer  more  from  the  more  frequent 
returns  of  their  complaints. 

19.  Thefe  diforders,  which  are  fo  vari- 
ous, according  to  the  greater  or  lefs  deli- 
cacy of  the  body,  and  fometimes  from  a 
peculiarity  of  conftitution,  differ  likewife 
in  degree,  in  proportion  as  the  remote  cau- 
fes  have  a£ted  with  more  or  lefs  force  on 
the  nerves  of  the  primae  viae,  and  of  the 
fyftem  in  general.  But  in  fuch  cafes,  the 
digeftion  being  incomplete,  and  the  aflimi- 
lation  of  the  chyle  into  the  nature  of  out- 

fluids 
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fluids  impeded,  I fufped  an  acrimony,  ge- 
nerated in  the  blood,  to  be  the  principal 
caufe  of  thofe  pains,  which  fo  often  fhift 
from  one  part  of  the  body  to  another,  and 
they  may  fometimes  arife  from  fympathy 
with  the  nerves  of  other  parts,  but  oftener 
with  thofe  of  the  ftomach  and  bowels. 
This  fuppofition  of  an  acrimony  generated 
in  the  body,  is  fupported  by  practical  ob- 
fervations,  which  fhew  that,  by  inflamma- 
tions, fuppurations,  and  eruptions  on  the 
fkin,  nervous  and  hypochondriac  diforders 

a 

have  been  alleviated,  and  fometimes  fuf- 
pended  for  a time. 

20.  The  bad  confequences  fometimes  a- 
lifing  from  the  drying  up  of  fetons,  iffues, 
old  fores,  the  ftoppage  of  the  hemorrhoidal 
flux,  or  other  accuftomed  evacuations,  and 
the  falutary  effeds  that  follow  the  renewal 
or  return  of  them,  are  generally  known  ; 
and  fatisfy  moll:  per  Tons  that  fomething 
noxious  to  the  fyftein  was  thereby  thrown 
off  from  the  circulating  fluids.  Pradical 
' . authors 


concerning  the  Gout . 23 

authors  are  fo  full  and  fatisfadtory  on  this 
fubjedt,  and  efpecially  my  lare  learned 
friend  Dr  Whyte,  in  his  ingenious  treatife 
on  nervous  difeafes,  that  I judge  it  unne- 
ceflary  to  add  fuch  fnnilar  obfervations  as 
have  fo  frequently  occurred  to  me  in  prac- 
tice. 


21.  But  there  are  other  proofs  that  have 
fir uck  me  more,  and  fo  evident,  though 
not  fo  generally  attended  to,  of  an  acrimo- 
ny in  the  blood  being  the  caufe  of  pains  in 
the  ftomaeh  arid  bowels,  ficknefs,  afthma, 
headachs,  pains  drifting  from  one  part  of 
the  body  to  another,  mania,  and  other  mor- 
bid atfedlions  of  the  brain  and  nerves,  that 
I have  not  the  lead  doubt  as  to  the  fadl„ 
Thefe  are,  periodical  attacks  of  an  eryfipe- 
latous  inflammation,  for  the  moft  part  in 
the  legs  of  men  and  women  after  forty  years 
of  age,  feemingly,  in  other  refpedts  of  a 
healthy  conftitution,  but  who  had  lived  full 
and  much  at  their  eafe,  from  an  indolent 
difpofition.  In  many  inftances,  thefe  in- 
flammations 
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flammations  return  in  eighteen  months,  01 
two  years,  fometimes  fooner,  at  other  times 
the  interval  is  longer;  but  in  the  fame  per- 
fon,  the  attacks  are  nearly  as  regular  as  fits 
of  the  gout  in  others,  and  feem  to  be  equal- 
ly falutary  in  freeing  them  from  a variety 
of  irregular  complaints. 

22.  In  a practice  of  many  years,  I have 
met  with  fuch  a number  of  cafes  of  this 
kind,  that  I doubt  not  of  their  having  like- 
wife  occurred  to  others?  though  I do  not 
recoiled;  any  author  who  has  remarked  thofe 
periodical  returns  of  eryfipelatous  inflam- 
mations, being  fo  fimilar  to  fits  of  the  gout. 
How  far  I have  been  in  the  right,  muft  be 
fubmitted  to  the  judgment  of  others ; but,  in 
fome  cafes,  I have  fufpeded  a great  affinity 
between  this  fpecies  of  eryfipelatous  in- 
flammation and  that  brought  on  by  a fit  of 
the  gout,  efpecially  in  the  firft  fit  of  this 
diforder,  occafioned  by  a long  walk  with 
fhort  or  tight  fhoes  ; in  fome  of  which  I 
have  known  the  gouty  inflammation  to  ex- 
tend 
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extend  from  the  ball  of  the  great  toe,  over 
mod  part  of  the  leg,  which  were  evidently 
of  the  nature  of  an  eryfipelas. 

23.  The  acrimony  generated  in  the  blood 

N 

in  thofe  difeafed  dates  of  the  body,  though 
probably  of  the  fame  nature  in  all  perfofrs, 
yet  may  differ  in  degree,  or  even  in  its  qua- 
lities, and  may  approach  more  or  lefs  to 
that  fpecies  of  acrimony  which  produces 
fits  of  the  gout,  according  to  the  greater  ox 
lefs  degree  of  power  in  the  digedive  or- 
gans, and  other  circumftances.  The  great 
diverfity  of  complaints  arifes,  not  folely, 
however,  from  a difference  in  this  fpecies 
of  acrimony  ; much  depends,  fometimes, 
on  a peculiarity  of  conftitution  ; at  other 
times,  on  the  greater  or  lefs  irritability  of 
the  nerves  ; but  more  dill  on  the  powers 
of  the  fydem  to  throw  off  luch  noxious 
fluids  by  the  ufual  emundtories,  or  by  fome 
critical  external  inflammation. 
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24.  Dr  Whyte  appears  to  have  had  the 
fame  ideas  with  regard  to  the  above  circum- 
ftances  producing  that  variety  of  complaints 
we  meet  with  in  hypochondriac  and  hyfte- 
lic  patients.  ‘ From  what  has  been  faid,? 
he  remarks,  ‘ it  may  appear,  that  the  mor- 

* bid  matter  in  the  blood,  either  arthritic, 
4 or  of  another  kind,  may  be  often  the 
4 caufe  of  nervous  complaints.  It  is  to  be 

* oblervetl,  however,  that  the  kind  and  vio- 
6 lence  of  the  fymptoms  occafioned  by  this 
4 morbific  matter,  will  not  only  be  different 
4 according  to  the  parts  which  it  affedfs, 
4 but  in  proportion  to  the  greater  or  lefs 

1 

4 delicacy  or  fenfibility  of  the  patient’s 
4 nerves.  Hence  it  fee  ms  to  be,  that  men 
4 of  otherwife  hale  and  ftrong  conftitutions, 
4 and  fome  robuft  women,  are  liable  to  a 
4 regular  gout,  but  little  to  nervous  com- 
4 plaints.  Their  firmer  fibres  and  lefs  de- 
4 licate  nerves  do  not  predifpofe  them  to 
4 the  latter,  and  the  ilrength  of  their  di- 
4 gellive  organs  and  vafcular  fyftem  enables 
4 them  to  throw  off  the  arthritic  acrimony 

^ 1 h "•  ‘ nt 
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* on  the  extremities,  by  which  means  the 
c body  is  cleared  of  it.  Men  of  a middling 
4 conftitution,  between  the  delicate  and  the 

i 

‘ ftrong,  are,  from  this  morbid  matter,  af- 
4 fe&ed  with  pains  of  the  cold  rheumatic 
4 kind  and  various  nervous  fymptoms,  in 
6 a lefs  degree  ; and  fometimes  alfo  with  a 
4 fit  of  the  true  gout.  But  in  them  this 
4 diftemper  is  not  commonly  fo  completely 
4 formed,  as  to  clear  the  habit  of  the  ar- 
4 thritic  matter,  at  lead  for  any  confiderable 
4 time  ; for,  foon  after  the  imperfect  fit  of 
4 the  gout,  their  old  complaints  begin  to 
4 return.  On  the  other  hand,  women  of 
4 a more  delicate  habit,  and  men  of  weak 
4 fibres  and  more  fenfible  nerves,  have  more 
4 rarely  any  diford er  like  the  true  gout  ; 

4 either  becaufe  in  fuch  conftitutions  the 
4 arthritic  acrimony  is  imperfe&ly  formed, 
4 or,  what  is  more  probable,  becaufe  the  vi- 
c tal  organs  are  unable  to  throw  it  off  on 
4 the  joints  and  extremities  After  this 

general 

# Whyte  on  nervous,  hypochondriac,  and  hyfteric 
dilordcrs.  Edin.  1765,  page  162. 
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general  view  of  the  effe&s  of  the  remote 
caufes  of  the  gout  on  delicate  habits,  and 
on  thofe  of  a middling  conftitution,  or  who, 
in  point  of  ftrength,  hold  a place  between 
the  delicate  and  thofe  approaching  to  the 
robuft  habit,  we  fhall  proceed  to  confider 
the  confequences  of  their  long  continued 
action  on  this  laft  clafs  of  people. 

X ■*  *•  ' a ; # 

25.  It  has  already  been  obferved,  (par. 
10.)  that  men  and  women  of  robuft  confti- 
tutions,  with  ftrong  powers  of  digeftion, 
while  they  continue  temperate  and  a&ive, 
are  feldom,  if  ever,  feized  with  the  gout. 
It  is  this  ftrength  of  conftitution  that  e- 
nables  them  to  bear  with  impunity  fuch 
degrees  of  intemperance  as  would  fubje£t 
others,  with  lefs  firm  fibres,  to  various  com- 
plaints, and  to  the  gout  itfelf.  But  when 
fuch  perfons  come  to  be  long  expofed  to 
the  continued  a&ion  of  the  remote  caufes 
of  this  difeafe,  their  powers  of  digeftion 
become  lefs  complete,  and  their  fyftem  in 
general  fufferfc  fome  diminution  of  its  for- 
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mer  ftrength.  This  diminution  of  the  di- 
geftive  powers,  and  of  the  ftrength  of  the 
body,  is  however  fo  flow  and  gradual,  as 
fcarcely  to  be  perceived  by  the  perfon  fo 
expofed  for  a confiderable  time.  This  free- 
dom from  complaints,  and  the  pleafurefuch 
people  enjoy  in  convivial  focieties,  are  a 

great  encouragement  to  the  continuance  of 

* * 

that  mode  of  living  from  which  they  re- 
ceive fo  much  enjoyment,  until  difeafe  gives 
the  alarm,  and  brings  them  to  a more  tem- 
perate way  of  living, 

26.  But  the  effect  of  intemperance  is  not 
always  the  gout ; in  many  inftances,  want 
of  appetite,  great  diforders  in  the  ftomach 
and  bowels,  vifcera]  obftru&ions,  efpecially 
in  the  liver,  confumptions,  dropfies,  and  o- 
ther  chronic  difeafes,  and  fometimes  inflam- 
matory fevers,  are  otten  the  confequences 
of  fuch  irregularities.  For  it  is  not  thofe 
who  have  perfevered  in  a fteady  courfe  of 
intemperance  that  are  moft  fubjed  to  the 
regular  gout ; with  fuch  perfons  the  func- 
tions 
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lions  of  the  digeftive  organs  are  much  in- 
jured, which  is  incompatible  with  the  pro- 
duction of  that  diftemper,  but  is  often  the 
caufe  of  chronic  difeafes,  and  fometimes  of 
the  irregular  gout.  It  is  perfons,  with  ftrong 
eonftitutions  and  good  appetites,  that  have 
not  materially  hurt  their  digeftive  organs 
by  intemperance,  but  who,  from  a full  diet, 
a regular  though  moderate  quantity  of 
ftrong  liquors  twice  a-day,  and  now  and 
then,  from  the  pleafure  they  receive  in 
cheerful  fociety,  an  accidental  indulgence 
in  ftrong  liquors,  with  a fedentary  life,  that 
are  mod  liable  to  the  true  gout. 

27.  Men  who  are  remarkable  for  the 
ftrength  of  their  conftitution,  have  been 
known  to  continue  in  fuch  a life  of  indul- 
gence for  many  years,  without  having  their 
health  materially  hurt:  For  though  their  di- 
o-eftion,  and  the  aflimilation  of  the  chyle,  be 
on  fome  occafions  incomplete,  and  of  courfe 
fome  degree  of  acrimony  introduced  into 
the  blood,  yet  fuch  is  the  ftrength  of  their 

fibres 
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fibres  and  force  of  their  circulation,  as  to 
free  them  ol  it  in  a fhort  time,  by  the  ex- 
cretory veffels  of  the  fkin  and  other  natu- 
ral emundtories  of  acrimonious  fluids.  But 
as  age  advances,  fometimes  with  a degree 
of  corpulence,  their  a&ivity  fails,  and  the 
fecretion  by  the  fkin,  the  molt  natural  out- 
let for  this  fpecies  of  acrimony,  leflens* 
Such  perfons  commonly  retain  a keen  ap- 
petite, and  have  apparently  a good  diges- 
tion ; but  in  procefs  of  time  they  begin  to 
complain  of  wind  in  the  ftomach,  ficknefs, 

t *■ 

flight  cholic  pains,  cramps  in  the  legs  and 
thighs,  and  other  fymptoms  of  indigeflion, 
and  diforder  in  the  primae  viae.  This  £hew$ 
at  lealt  a temporary  diminution  of  the 
powers  of  digeftion  ; andfome  flight  pains 
Ihifting  from  one  part  of  the  body  to  an- 
other, indicate  an  accumulation  of  the  a- 
bove  acrimony  in  the  blood.  This  affc&s 
the  body  varioufly  in  different  perfons  for 
fome  time,  till  it  is  at  laft,  by  the  flrength 
of  the  fyflem  and  force  of  the  circulation, 
thrown  upon  the  membranes  and  ligaments 

of 
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of  fome  joint,  moft  commonly  in  the  firfl; 
fits  of  the  gout,  on  the  firfl:  joint  or  ball  of 

the  great  toe, 

\ • 

28.  The  generation  of  the  arthritic  acri- 
mony in  the  blood  is  fo  very  gradual,  as 
fcarcely  to  be  perceived  until  it  accumulates 
to  fuch  a quantity  as  is  neceflary  for  the 
production  of  a paroxyfm,  or  is  fo  altered 
by  the  internal  powers  of  the  animal  body, 
as  to  fit  it  to  be  thrown  out  in  a critical  in- 
flammation on  fome  particular  joint.  We 
fuppofe  this  acrimony  to  arife  from  fome 
deficiency  in  the  digeftive  powers,  or  from 
the  too  great  quantity,  or  acrid  quality,  of 
the  chyle  to  be  aflimilated  into  the  nature 
of  our  fluids,  by  the  force  of  the  circula- 
tion, and  other  functions  in  the  animal  bo- 
dy. Although,  from  the  long  intervals  be- 
tween the  paroxyfms  of  this  difeafe,  the 
accumulation  of  the  arthritic  matter  muft 
be  extremely  flow  ; yet  we  fee  that  it  may 
exift  for  a confiderable  time  in  the  habit, 
without  affeCling  materially  the  fyftem. 

The 
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The  length  of  thefe  intervals  will  be  in  pro- 
portion to  the  ftrength  of  the  conftifution, 
digeftive  powers,  and  tc  the  force  with 
which  the  remote  caufes  have  a fled  on  tire 
body  during  that  interval  ; fo  that  it  may 
be  protracted  to  one,  two,  three,  or  more 
years.  But  when,  from  repeated  fits  of  the 
gout,  the  ftrength  of  the  conftitution  begins 
to  decline,  the  intervals  become  fhorter, 
till  at  laft  the  fits  return  twice  a-year,  com- 
monly in  the  lpring  and  autumn  ; and  per- 
fons  fo  afflicted  are,  during  thole  lhort  inter- 
vals, feldorn  free  from  fome  arthritic  com- 
plaints, except  in  the  fu miner  months. 

29.  We  are  not  however  to  fuppofe,  that 
the  accumulation  of  any  fpecies  of  acrimo- 
ny will  be  in  proportion  to  the  generation 
of  it  in  the  habit.  For  nature  is  through- 
out life  conftantly  employed  in  throwing 
off  from  the  blood,  by  the  fkin,  kidneys, 
inteftines,  and  lungs*,  not  only  luch  fluids 


* We  know  that  as  conftantly  as  the  vital  principle 

is 
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as  have  become  acrid,  by  their  long  reten-* 
tion  n the  body,  but  likewife  thofe  which 
have  been  introduced  into  the  circulation  by 
the  ladeals  and  other  abforbents,  or  are  ge- 
nerated in  our  fluids  in  certain  difeafed 
ftates  of  the  body.  But  when  the  balance 
between  the  generation  and  elimination  of 
thefe  noxious  fluids  is  difturhed,  an  acrimo- 
ny in  the  blood  will  be  thereby  accumula- 
ted. This  may  happen  without  the  fyftem 
being  fenfibly  injured  by  it  ; becaufe  na- 
ture confines  not  herfelf  in  the  quantity  of 
perfpiration,  in  the  fecretions  of  the  kid-r 
neys  or  inteftines,  to  a mathematical  exadl- 
nefs  \ for  in  thefe  refpeds  (he  is  variable, 
according  to  the  diet,  drink,  temperature 
of  the  air,  and  other  circumftances.  It  is 
only  when  thefe  fun&ions  are  confiderably 
impeded,  or  difturbedr  that  the  fyftem  is 
remarkably  affeded  by  the  accumulation 

of 

i 

5$  abforbed  from  the  air  in  refpiration,  for  the  mainte- 
nance of  the  vital  motions,  a noxious  fluid  is  feparated 
from  the  blood,  which,  if  retained,  would  prove  hurt- 
ful to  the  fyftemo 
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of  acrid  fluids.  By  the  abolition  of  any 
one  of  thefe  functions  no  doubt  life  could 
exift  only  for  a fhort  fpace  ; but*  by  the 
regular  performance  of  them,  health  is  pre- 
served, and  thofe  difeafes  which  arife  from 
an  acrimony  are  greatly  alleviated.  It  is 
of  courfe  an  evacuation  of  the  arthritic 
matter,  by  thefe  etnundlories,  and  efpecial- 
ly  by  perfpiration  kept  up  by  exercife, 
which  protradls  the  intervals  between  the 
fits  of  the  gout* 

30.  Although  it  is  a queftion  with  me* 
whether  or  not  the  full  habit  of  gouty  peo- 
ple in  general,  may  not,  in  fome  degree,  be 
owing  to  their  perfpiration  not  being  in 
proportion  to  their  food  and  drink  ; yet 
the  following  observations  incline  me  to  be- 
lieve, that  a diminution  of  perfpiration  is 
partly  the  caufe  of  the  accumulation  of  the 
arthritic  acrimony  in  the  body,  iy?.  The 
beneficial  effects  which  arife  in  gouty  ha- 
bits from  a vigorous  perfpiration,  kept  up 
by  exercife,  and,  in  fome  cafesj  by  warm 
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bathing.  2 d,  Between  the  intervals  of  the 
fits  of  the  gout,  there  is  in  general  a free 
and  copious  perfpiration  by  the  feet ; the 
ftoppage  of  this  evacuation  is  ufually  fol- 
lowed by  diforders  in  the  body,  and  often 
by  a paroxyfm,  3c/,  This  is  in  general  a 
difeafe  of  cold  weather,  and  of  cold  cli- 
mates. 4 th9  This  luppofition  is  corrobo- 
rated by  the  obfervation,  that  men  who  are 
remarkable  for  a copious  perfpiration,  tho’ 
they  live  freely,  are  feldom  affii&ed  with 
this  difeafe. 

31.  Though  the  ufual  period  of  the  firft 
fit  of  the  gout  is  about  the  fortieth  year, 
yec  there  are  indances  of  regular  paroxyfms 
of  this  difeafe  before  twenty  years  of  age. 
The  earlier  the  firfi  attack  of  this  difeafe 
takes  place,  the  longer  in  general  is  the  in- 
terval between  the  firfi:  and  fecond  fits,  this 
being  commonly  from  three  to  feven  years, 
and  lbmetimes  to  double  of  this  lad  period. 
But  in  mod  of  thofe  cafes,  after  two  or 
three  regular  paroxyfms,  the  intervals  Shor- 
ten 
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tea  confiderably  ; fo  that,  by  the  fortieth 
year,  the  fits  return  ufually  every  two  years 
or  eighteen  months,  and  fometimes  annual- 
ly. 


32.  In  the  hereditary  gout,  which  is 
commonly  the  cafe  in  early  attacks  of  this 
diforder,  and  in  thofe  who  have  not  guard- 
ed fufficiently  againft  the  accumulation  of 
the  arthritic  matter  by  temperance  and  ex- 
ercife,  the  intervals  (till  continue  to  ihorten; 
fo  that}  by  their  fiftieth  year,  the  paroxyfms 
in  many  perfons  return  every  fix  months. 
By  this  time*  from  the  frequent  attacks  of 
this  difeafe,  a ftiffnefs  and  weaknefs  in  the 
feet,  ancles,  knees,  and  other  joints,  render 
them  incapable  of  much  exercife,  and  in 
this  unhappy  fituation  they  continue  for 
fome  years;  but  the  atonic  gout  takes  place 
in  them  much  fooner  than  in  thofe  where 
the  intervals  between  the  fits  have^been 
longer. 
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33.  The  atonic  gout  fucceeding  to  that 
fevere  date, of  the  difeafe  juft  mentioned, 
brings  with  it  great  diforders  in  the  fto- 
mach  and  bowels,  fuch  as  ficknefs,  naufea, 
vomiting,  and  flatulency.  But  as  the  fyf- 
tem  in  general  is  more  or  lefs  affected  by 
the  retention  of  the  arthritic  matter  in  the 
habit,  they  become  fubjedt  to  a variety  of 
other  complaints,  namely,  headachs,  afth- 
ma,  faintings,  palpitations  of  the  heart,  fits 
of  the  gravel,  a concomitant  of  the  advanced 
ftate  of  the  gout  *,  general  weaknefs  of  the 
' body,  pains  fhifting  from  one  part  to  ano- 
ther, fpafinodic  contractions,  giddinefs,  lofs 
of  memory,  imbecillity  of  mind,  with  a 

variety 

* When  perfons  afftufted  with  the  gout  are  attacked 
with  gravelifli  complaints,  thefe  ufiially  occur  during 
the  convalefcent  ftate  of  that  diforder.  At  that  period, 
after  a fevere  paroxyfm,  the  urine  becomes  turbid,  from 
a critical  difcliarge  of  the  arthritic  matter.  This  pro- 
bably gives  rife  to  the  gravelifh  complaints,  and  the 
generation  of  fand,  from  the  irritation  of  which,  in  the 
kidneys,  or  urinary  paftages,  there  is  a confiderable  fe- 
cretion  of  a vifcid  phlegm,  which  may  lay  the  founda- 
rion  of  gravelly  ftones. 
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variety  of  anomalous  complaints.  Some- 
times they  are  feized  with  a mania ; but 
previous  to  their  death,  they  often  become 
paralytic,  apoplectic,  or  comatofe;  in  fome 
particular  cafes,  without  any  of  thefe  laft 
diforders  being  diftinCtly  marked,  they  feem 
rather  to  fink  under  the  magnitude  and  fe- 
verity  of  the  difeafe,  and  at  other  times 
they  die  fuddenly. 

34.  When  the  firft  fit  of  the  gout  takes 
not  place  till  between  forty  and  fifty  years 
of  age,  the  interval  between  the  paroxyfms 
is  ufually  from  two  to  three  years  ; but 
after  a few  regular  fits,  they  fhorten  to 
eighteen,  and  at  laft  to  twelve  months.  The 
later  in  life  this  difeafe  makes  its  appear- 
ance, the  longer  and  more  complete  are  the 
intervals,  the  milder  the  diforder,  and  the 
lefs  of  the  atonic  gout  in  extreme  old  age. 

35.  Before  we  proceed  further,  it  may 
not  be  improper  to  confider  how  far  the  ob- 
fervations  in  the  preceding  paragraph,  as 

part 
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part  of  the  hiftory  of  the  gout,  agree  with 
our  general  dodrine*  When  this  difeafe 
attacks  perfons  early  in  life,  an  hereditary 
difpofition  towards  it  is  to  be  iufpeded. 
But  in  the  vigour  of  youth,  when  the  ac- 
tivity of  the  body  is  gteateft,  and  the  pow- 
ers of  digeftion  are  in  their  full  force,  fe- 
ven  or  more  years  may  pafs  before  the  re- 
turn of  a fecond  paroxyfm.  The  length 
of  the  interval,  and  the  levity  of  youth, 
are  probably  the  reafons  why  a proper  at- 
tention is  not  paid  to  obviate  the  effeds  of 
the  natural  propenfity  to  this  diforder,  by 
temperance  and  exercife.  This  inattention 
is  not  perhaps  the  foie  reafon  ior  the  inter- 
val fhortening  between  the  fucceeding  pa- 
roxyfms  : For  when  nature  is  accuftomed 
to  a particular  mode  of  ading,  to  free  the 
habit  from  an  acrimonious  fluid,  fhe  will 
more  readily  and  eafily  renew  the  fame 
procefs,  when  fimilarly  ftimulated.  Befides, 
in  every  fit  of  the  gout,  there  is  more  or 
lefs  of  a noxious  fluid  depofited  in  the  cel- 
lular fubftance  of  the  ligaments  and  ten- 
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iloris,  or  in  the  neighbourhood  of  them. 
The  ftiffnefs  which  this  occafions  in  the 
joint  affe&ed,  is  not  at  firft  perceptible  > 
but  after  the  repetition  of  a number  of  pa- 
roxyfms,  and  the  parts  come  to  fwell,  from 
the  accumulation  and  induration  of  this 
fluid,  a proportionable  ftiffnefs  of  the  joint 
takes  place.  Such  valetudinarians  begin  to 
walk  flow,  then  to  creep  along  as  if  their 
feet  were  covered  with  corns,  and  at  laft 
. arrives  the  laboured  hobbling  ftep  of  mar- 
tyrs to  the  gout 

36c 
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* In  this  laft  advanced  ftate  of  the  difeafe,  the 
fvvellings  in  the  feet  and  hands  are,  in  many  inftances, 
remarkably  large.  In  one  cafe  under  my  care,  the 
fingers  of  both  hands  were  fo  fwelled  and  diftorted,  that 
they  conftantly  gave  me  the  idea  of  fo  many  ill  fhaped 
potatoes.  Such  fvvellings  commonly  fuppurate  from 
time  to  time,  and  with  the  matter  ifluing  from  the  fores, 
may  be  obferved  the  appearance  of  fmall  grains,  like 
muftard  feed,  of  a whitifh  colour,  involved  in  a muci- 
laginous fluid.  In  the  above  patient,  a colletftion  of 
them,  about  the  fize  of  a hen’s  egg,  fell  from  a fore  in 
the  heel,  after  fuppuration  ; but  foon  dried  up  to  one 
third  of  that  fize,  and  is  now  in  the  pofTeffiori  of  Pro* 
fcflor  Monro. 
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^6.  After  every  fit  of  this  difordci,  when 
all  pain  has  ceafed,  there  remains  a weak- 
nefs  and  fiiffnefs  of  the  limb,  and  particu- 
larly in  the  joint  that  was  affe&ed  ; but  m 
a few  days  the  former  ftrength  and  fupple- 
nefs  of  the  joint  gradually  returns,  and  the 
perfon  comes  to  walk,  feemingly  with  his 
ufual  agility  and  firmnefs.  This  weaknefs 
is  not  lb  remarkable  after  the  firlt  fit  of  the 
gout,  as  it  is  after  the  paroxyfms,  in  the 
advanced  (late  of  this  difeafe,  when  the  foot 
and  ancle  often  become  oedematous.  From 
this  and  the  preceding  paragraph,  it  ap- 
pi,  why,  ,fi«  <»»  or  .!>,«  reguhr  at- 

tacks  of  this  diforder,  the  time  between  the 
fits  mull  neceffarily  Ihorten,  until  the  pa- 
tient arrives  at  that  length  of  interval  which 
correfponds  with  the  accumulation  of  the 
gouty  matter  in  the  habit.  Neither  is  it 
difficult  to  perceive  why,  in  moil  caies,  al- 
ter feveral  paroxyfms,  the  perfon  fo  afflict- 
ed becomes  fubjetb  to  regular  returns  of 
this  difiemper  during  the  relt  of  his  life. 
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37.  After  examining  the  moft  reputable 
theories,  with  the  greated  attention,  on  the 
origin  of  the  gout,  and  confidering,  with 
care  and  impartiality,  every  circumftance 
in  the  hiftory  of  this  difeafe,  it  appears  to 
me  more  probable  that  the  diforder  arifes 
from  fome  defed:  in  the  functions  of  the 
primae  viae,  than  from  any  other  caufe  I 
can  fugged.  In  many  patients  this  feems 
to  be  owing  to  a morbid  condition  of  the 
nerves  of  the  domach  and  bowels,  derived 
from  their  parents.  But  we  find,  from  e- 
very  days  experience,  that  the  fame  morbid 
date  may  be  induced  on  the  nerves  of  thefe 
vifcera,  by  an  indulgence  in  the  remote  cau- 
fes  of  this  diforder.  In  almod  every  cafe 
of  an  early  fit  of  the  gout,  and  when  this 
difeafe  was  known  to  be  hereditary,  1 have, 
in  general,  found,  that  a full  diet  was  part- 
ly the  caufe  of  the  fird  paroxyfin.  But  the 
fame  full  dier,  and  moderate  quantity  of 
drong  liquors,  being  ufed  by  others  with 
impunity,  becauie  of  a different  and  a firong- 
er  conditution  of  nerves  in  the  primae  viae, 

the 
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the  paroxyfm  is  attributed  folely  to  the  he- 
reditary difpofition  ; whereas  it  is  partly 
owing  to  a want  of  due  attention  to  a pro- 
per regulation  of  diet  and  exercife.  For, 
though  even  a moderate  indulgence  in  the 
remote  caufes  of  this  difeafe,  for  fome  time, 
feldom  fails  to  produce  a paroxyfm  in  thofe 
who  have  a ftrong  hereditary  difpofition  to 
this  difiemper,  yet  we  know  that  a ftri<ft 
perfeverance  in  milk  and  vegetable  diet,  and 
an  abftinence  from  fermented  liquors,  with 
proper  exercife,  are  fufficient,  in  mod  cafes, 
to  prevent  a return  of  the  gout. 

38.  Notwithftanding  what  authors  have 
written  concerning  digeftion,  and  the  con- 
verfion  of  the  nutritive  part  of  our  aliment 
into  chyle,  1 doubt  much  if  this  fubjedt  is 
fufficiently  underftood.  The  vain  and  fri- 
volous attempts  that  have  been  made  in  e- 
laboratories  to  imitate  the  digeftion  of  our 
food,  which  never  did,  nor  ever  can  fuc- 
ceed,  give  us  no  perfect  idea  of  the  changes 
which  take  place  during  that  procefs  in  the 

animal 
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animal  body.  For  where  life  exids  not,  it 
is  beyond  human  art  to  produce  animal  di- 
gedion.  For  the  principle  of  life,  diffufed 
through  the  whole  of  the  living  body,  of 
which  the  nerves  are  the  chief  condudors, 
and  which  gives  energy  and  force  to  every 
adion  of  the  animal  machine,  I drongly 
fufped  to  have  a confiderable  fliaie  in  car- 
rying on  this  animal  procefs.  We  know  at 
lead,  that  by  this  principle  all  fubdances 
are  preferved  from  putrefadion,  and  that 
the  dimulating  property  of  all  fluids  is  there- 
by increafed  ; but  what  farther  energy  it 
may  have  in  the  completion  of  digeftion, 
and  in  perfeding  the  chyle,  I know  not  ; 
though,  from  our  want  of  fuccefs  in  the 
mod  accurate  experiments,  I fuppole  it  to 
be  a confiderable  agent 

1 A°°r 

* When  the  ftomach  and  bowels  are  in  a healthful 
ftate,  we  fuppofe  the  principle  of  life  to  be  properly 
(Conducted  by  the  nerves  diftributed  to  thefe  vifcera. 
At  fuch  times  the  digeftion,  and  the  propulnon  of  the 
remains  of  our  aliment  through  the  fmall  inteftines, 
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39.  But,  as  the  nerves  are  the  conductors 
of  this  principle,  whatever  injures  them  in 
their  faculty  of  concluding,  mud  have  a 
proportionally  bad  effed  on  thofe  opera- 
tions in  the  fyftem,  that  depend  on  the  Hea- 
dy and  regular  performance  of  this  func- 
tion. It  is  therefore  probable,  that,  when 
any  morbid  change  is  brought  on  the  nerves 
of  the  primae  viae,  and  particularly  of  the 
ftomach,  a proportionable  alteration  will 
take  place  in  the  fecretion  of  the  gaftric 
fluids  ; and  of  courfe,  the  digeftion  will 
not  proceed  in  the  fame  manner  as  in  a 
more  healthful  date  of  the  nerves. . In  a 
weak  domach,  or  in  a difealed  condition  of 
the  nerves  of  that  vifcus,  digedion,  after  a 
full  meal,  is  imperfedly  performed,  and  all 
the  fymptoms  of  iridigedion  ufually  follow. 
While  the  domach  continues  in  this  date 
of  debility,  wine,  malt  liquors,  fruits,  and 

alrnod 

are  quick,  and  they  continue  Tweet.  But  in  a contrary 
ft  ate  of  the  primae  viae,  digeftion  is  flower,  and  the  fub- 
ftances  fubjeCtcd  to  it  remain  longer  in  the  ftcmnch  ana 
bowels,  and  tend  more  to  putrefaction. 
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almoft  every  article  of  a vegetable  nature, 
foon  become  four,  which  fubjcdls  fuch  per- 
fons  to  frequent  heartburns,  acid  eradia- 
tions, and  other  fymptoms  of  indigeftion. 
But  as  this  acidity,  when  the  fame  articles 
of  diet  are  ufed,  does  not  take  place  with 
thofe  of  more  firm  fibres,  nor  with  the  fame 
valetudinarian  after  his  ftomach  has  reco- 
vered its  former  ftrength,  I fufpedt  that  in 
weak  ftomachs  an  acid  fermentation  is  quick- 
ly induced,  from  fome  morbid  change  in 
the  gaftric  fluids,  and  which  fubfifts  no 
longer  than  while  the  nerves  of  the  fto- 
mach continue  in  a difeafed  ftate. 

/ 

40.  By  the  long  application  of  this  acid 
to  the  nerves  of  the  ftomach,  its  fundtions 
are  greatly  difturbed,  and  a weaknefs  in  the 
nerves  is  not  only  kept  up,  but  feems  to  be 
communicated  from  this  organ  to  the  reft 
of  the  fyftem.  A quantity  of  bile,  or  acrid 
fubftances,  from  indigeftion,  appear  to  have 
the  fame  effedt  in  producing  general  debili- 
ty. Every  man  whofe  ftomach  is  weak, 
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knows,  that  when  this  organ  is  difordered, 
his  fyftem  is  lefs  firm  and  more  irritable 
than  ufual,  and  that  every  fudden  noife  is 
apt  to  make  him  ftartle,  which  would  not 
give  him  the  fmalleft  difturbance  were  his 
ftomach  in  its  ufual  healthful  ftate.  This 
circumftance  fhews  the  intimate  connection 
between  the  ftomach  and  the  fyftem  in  ge- 
neral ; and  though  the  fadt  be  generally 
known,  yet,  I imagine,  this  connection  is 
not  always  fufficiently  recognized,  for 
the  primae  viae,  and  particularly  the  fto- 
mach, muft  be  confidered  as  the  centre  of 
lympathy,  either  with  regard  to  morbid  af- 
feCtions  received  from,  or  communicated  to, 
diftant  parts.  Inattention  to  this  general 
fympathy  with  the  ftomach,  often  prevents 
us  from  tracing  the  caufes  of  certain  dif- 
eafes,  and  of  courfe  confiderably  protraCts 
the  cure. 

41.  On  account  of  that  general  diminu- 
tion of  ftrength  in  the  fyftem,  which  always 
accompanies  a ftate  of  debility  in  the  pri- 
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niae  viae,  we  feldom,  in  fnc!i  cafes,  meet 
with  a regular  paroxyfm  of  the  gout.  In 
fuch  perfons  the  fymptoms  mentioned  in 
paragraph  15.  more  frequently  take  place. 
Valetudinarians  of  this  kind  are  taught  by 
experience  to  abftain  from  thofe  articles  of 
diet  which  are  apt  to  turn  four,  and  which 
heighten  and  increafe  the  number  of  their 
complaints.  To  avoid  acidity  in  the  tlo- 
inach,  ardent  fpirits  and  water  are  ufuaily 
prefcribed  for  their  beverage.  The  relief 
they  receive,  in  the  languid  date  of  their 
mind,  from  the  cordial  quality  of  this 
drink,  induces  them  to  indulge  more  than 
is  confident  with  the  redoration  of  their 
health.  Befides  the  obfervations  made  in 
the  preceding  part  of  this  fedion  (par.  17. 

< — 25.)  on  the  effects  of  a too  free  indul- 
gence in  drong  liquors,  it  may  not  be  im- 
proper to  make  the  following  remarks  on 
this  fubjed. 

42.  Ardent  fpirits,  the  refult  of  a vinous 
fermentation,  is  itfelf  not  only  incapable  of 
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fermentation,  but  refills  every  procefs  of 
this  kind  when  mixed  with  fubftances  that 
have  a natural  tendency  to  ferment.  This 
property  in  ardent  fpirits  being  univerfally 
acknowledged,  leads  us  to  believe  in  their 
power  of  preventing  fermentation,  and  of 
courfe  the  generation  of  acidity  in  the  fto- 
mach  ; but  experience  contradicts  this  fup- 
pofition.  For  almoft  in  every  cafe,  where 
perfons  are  diftrefied  by  acidity  in  the  fto- 
mach,  from  a debilitated  ftate  of  that  or- 
zan,  notwithftanding  the  greateft  care  in 
avoiding  every  article  of  diet  and  drink, 
which  they  fufpeCt  would  have  the  fmallelt 
tendency  to  become  lour  in  the  ftomach, 
yet  they  continue  to  be  now  and  then  af- 
flicted with  heartburn  and  acid  eruCtations, 
though  not  fo  often  as  formerly,  while  they 
perfevere  in  fpirits  and  water  as  their  beve- 
rage. But  where  the  fame  attention  has 
been  paid  to  the  regulation  of  their  diet, 
and  water  has  been  their  only  drink,  they 
are  feldoin  troubled  with  acidity,  their 

health  returns  fooner,  and  in  proportion  to 
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the  exercife  which  accompanies  this  plan 
of  recovery. 

43.  It  is  apparently  inconfiftent  and  con- 
tradictory to  afiert,  that  ardent  fpirits  pof- 
fels  the  power  of  refitting  fermentation  out 
of  the  body,  and  that  they  lofe  that  pro- 
perty when  taken  into  the  ftomach' ; or  ra*- 
ther,  that  an  acid  fermentation  is  more 
prevalent  in  the  ftomach  when  ardent  fpi- 
rits  and  water,  than  when  water  alone  is 
ufed,  which  is  the  faCt  in  many  inftances. 
The  lofs  of  this  power  in  ardent  fpirits  can- 
not be  owing  to  their  being  abforbed,  their 
lofing  part  of  their  ftrength  in  vapour 
through  the  gullet,  from  the  heat  of  the  bo- 
dy;  or  that  this  power  is  in  part  loft  when 
mixed  with  a quantity  of  gaftric  fluids. 
Each  of  thefe  circumftarices  may  contribute 
to  a gradual  diminution  of  their  ftrength  ; 
but  the  true  reafon  why  the  acid  fermen- 
tation takes  place,  muft  perhaps  be  chiefly 
afcribed  to  a morbid  fecretion  of  the  gaftric 
fluids,  from  a debility  of  the  nerves  being 

kept 


$ 2 An  Inquiry. 

kept  up,  by  the  frequent  application  of  ar- 
dent fpirits. 

# . . \ t , jf  ■ gf  f -i  , . 

44.  Such  is  the  obfcurity  in  which  the 
caufe  of  aim  oft  every  internal  * diforder  is 
involved,  that  it  is  impoflible  to  folve  every 
objedion  that  may  he  made  to  the  beft 
theories  on  thefe  fubjeds.  This  is  particu- 
larly the  cafe  with  the  gout,  on  account  of 
the  number  of  difcrepant  circumftances 
which  attend  the  hiftory  of  this  difeafe. 
Could  we  reconcile  fome  of  thefe  with  what 
I have  fuppofed  to  be  the  caufe  of  this  dif- 
order, it  would  be  an  additional  proof  of  the 
above  dodrine.  We  lay,  for  example,  that 
men  of  robuft  oonftitutions,  who  have  fub- 
jeded  themfelves  to  the  remote  caufes  of 
the  gout  for  a confiderable  time,  are  moft 
liable  to  regular  attacks  of  this  diftemper. 
But  it  is  not  till  thefe  remote  caufes  have 
brought  a debility  on  the  nerves  of  the  fto- 
rnach  and  bowels,  and  the  fundions  of  thefe 
Vifcera  are  fomewhat  impaired,  that  the 
d’deafe  takes  place  ; befides,  after  the  dif- 
eafe 
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cafe  commences,  we  know,  that  all  debili- 
tating caufes  heighten  the  diforder  and  in- 
creafe  the  frequency  of  the  fits.  Notwith- 
ftanding,  when,  by  the  adion  of  the  fame 
remote  caufes  on  a more  delicate  conftitu- 
tion,  the  nerves  of  the  primae  viae  are  con- 
fiderably  weakened,  and  a general  debility 
of  the  fyftem  is  induced,  it  is  rarely  the 
gout,  but  in  general  fymptoms  of  the  hy- 
fteric  and  hypochondriac  difeafes  which  af- 
fed  fuch  perfons.  < 

45.  The  adion  of  the  remote  caufes  of 
the  gout  on  thefe  two  different  conftitu- 
tions  produce  fimilar  effeds  on  the  primae 
viae,  but  which  have  different  confequences 
on  the  fyftem.  In  both  cafes,  a weaknefs 
and  preternatural  irritability  is  brought  on 
the  nerves  of  the  ftomach  and  bowels,  but 
thefe  effeds  are  moft  remarkable  in  delicate 
conftitutions : For  the  number  and  feverity  of 
the  fymptoms  are  in  proportion  to  the  mobili- 
ty of  the  fyftem.  Infomeinftances  fo  uncom- 
mon a degree  of  irritability  extends  itfelf 
through  the  whole  of  the  alimentary  canal, as 

creates 
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creates  confiderable  difturbances  from  the 
application  of  acrid  fubftances,  wind  in  the 
bowels,  and  fometlmes  the  natural  Jfimulus 
of  tlae  ingefta,  or  even  from  the  gaftric 
fluids  themfelves,  and  hence  ariie  many  lym- 
pathetic  affections.  commonly  called  ner- 
vous complaints  If,  therefore,  from  this 
ftate  of  the  primae  viae.  digeftion  is  in- 
complete, and  an  acrimony  is  generated  in 
our  fluids,  its  effeds  on  the  fyftem  will  be 
more  conftaot  and  various  than  in  more 
robuft  conftitutions. 

46.  This  great  irritability  of  the  fyftem, 
in  by  ft  eric  and  hypochondriac  patients,  I 
fid  bed  to  be  the  true  caufe  why  the  arthri- 
tic acrimony  in  fuch  habits  accumulates  not 
to  a quantity  fufficient  for  the  prodadion 
of  a regular  fit  of  the  gout.  That  in  fuch 
perfons  a (mail  degree  of  acrimony  exifts  in 
the  fluids,  I infer  not  folely  from  their  lofing 
their  complexion,  or  their  flefh,  becaufe 
thefe  circumftances  may  be  owing  to  a de- 
ficiency of  nutritive  juices.  But,  when  this 
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is  not  the  cafe,  we  niuft  fuppofe  an  acrimo- 
ny in  the  blood  to,  be  the  caufe  of  thofe 
figns  of  bad  health.  This  is  rendered  pro- 
bable by  the  temporary  relief  which  fuch 
valetudinarians  receive  from  eruptions,  ery- 
fipelatous  and  other  inflammations  of  the 
{kin,  and  fometimes  from  pains  of  the  rheu- 
matic kind.  Thefe  diminutions  of  part  of 
the  acrimonious  fluid  generated  in  the  bo- 
dy, occur  only  occafionally,  and  are  no  wife 
regular  in  their  appearance.  But  in  habits 
fo  delicate,  in  which  almofl:  a conftant  irri- 
tation is  kept  up  in  the  body,  it  muft  fre- 
quently happen  that  there  will  be  a propor- 
tionable excitement  in  the  fyftem,  to  throw 
off  part  of  this  acrimony  by  the  ufual  e- 
mundories,  which  muft  prevent  any  con- 
fiderable  accumulation  of  it  in  the  body. 

47.  In  robuft  habits,  the  injury  done  by 
intemperance  is  at  firfl:  chiefly  confined  to 
the  primae  viae  ; for,  from  the  ftrength  of 
the  fyflem,  they  are  little  liable  to  fympa- 
thetic  affedions  or  nervous  complaints,  and 

in 
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in  this  (late  of  thefe  vifcera,  digeftion  is 
not  fo  completely  performed  as  formerly. 
Although  this  deficiency  in  the  digeftive 
powers,  at  the  commencement  of  the  dif- 
eafe,  is  inconfid.crable,  and  a flight  degree 
of  indigeftion  is  the  only  confequence,  yet 
it  is,  in  procefs  of  time,  fufficient  for  the 
production  of  the  arthritic  acrimony.  For, 
on  account  of  the  ftrength  of  thefe  vifcera, 
in  firm  and  robuft  habits,  the  appetite  be- 
ing kept  up,  and  the  digeftion  carried  on 
without  much  difturbance,  it  is  fome  years 
before  the  primae  viae  are  fufpeCted  to  be 
the  original  feat  of  this  diforder.  But  as 
the  difeafe  advances,  the  intervals  fhorten, 
the  fymptoms  of  indigeftion  increafe,  be- 
come more  and  more  troublefome,  and  are 
often  attended  with  fympathetic  affe&ions 
in  diftant  parts,  efpecially  in  the  irregular 
gout,  and  fometimes  towards  the  approach, 
and  on  the  going  off,  of  a regular  paro- 
xyfm.  For,  notwithftanding  the  refiftance 
made  to  fympathetic  affeCtions,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  this  diforder,  from  the  ftrength 
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of  the  fyftem  ; yet,  by  the  fteady,  though 
flow,  adion  of  the  remote  caufes,  and  from 
the  repetition  of  a number  of  paroxyfms, 
the  conftitution  loles  by  degrees  that  firin- 
nefs  and  {liability  it  at  firft  po  fief  Fed,  and 
becomes  every  year  more  and  more  deli- 
cate, and  of  courfe  more  irritable. 

48.  if  I have,  in  the  preceding  paragraph, 
and  in  a former  part  of  this  fedion,  at- 
tempted to  (hew  that  the  ftrength  of  the 
fyftem,  at  the  commencement  of  this  dis- 
order, in  rob u ft  habits,  is  capable  of  refi fl- 
ing the  action  of  the  arthritic  acrimony  for 
a conilderable  time,  and  of  protrading  the 
intervals  between  the  fits;  alfo,  that,  as  the 
ftrength  of  the  fyftem  declines,  and  the  bo- 
dy becomes  more  irritable,  the  intervals 
fhorten  ; it  is  from  experience,  in  a prac- 
tice of  many  years,  I endeavour  to  efta- 
blifti  thefe  fads.  The  effeds  of  this  irri- 
tability of  the  fyftem,  in  the  advanced  ftate 
of  this  difeafe,  helps  us  to  explain  the  man- 
ner in  which  occafional  caufes  a£t  in  pro- 

II  ducing 
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ducing  fits  of  the  gout.  For  as  night-watch-4 
ing,  intenfe  ftudy,  and  the  other  occafionai 
caufes  mentioned  in  par.  7.  produce  debi- 
lity and  a proportionable  irritability  of  the 
body,  if  the  arthritic  acrimony  prevails  in 
the  habit,  there  will  be  of  courfe,  from  this 
increafed  irritability,  an  excitement  of  the 
fyftein  in  the  production  of  a paroxyfm. 

49.  In  like  manner,  after  repeated  pa- 
roxyfms  of  the  gout,  when  the  nerves  of 
the  primae  viae  have  loft  a good  deal  or 
their  former  energy,  an  indulgence  in  four 
punch,  weak  French  wines,  and  particular- 
ly claret,  often  prove  the  occafionai  caufes 
of  fits  of  the  gout,  or  of  diforders  in  the 
Itomach  and  bowels.  Becaufe,  in  the  weak 
ftate  of  thefe  vifeera,  fuch  liquors  produce 
an  acid  fermentation,  which  is  fometimes 
carried  to  a great  height.  The  confequen- 
ces  of  an  application  of  this  acid  to  the  pri- 
mae viae,  are  not  only  a further  debility 
and  increafed  irritability  of  their  nerves, 

but  a proportionable  extenfion  of  tnofe  mor- 
bid 
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bid  afTeflions  to  the  reft  of  the  body,  which 
will  operate  on  the  fyftem  by  producing 
the  gout,  or  gouty  complaints,  in  the  man- 
ner juft  mentioned  ; and  the  fame  way  of 
reafoning  will  apply  to  all  other  occafional 
caufes  which  produce  general  debility. 

1 , ' , . * 

50.  If,  by  the  action  of  an  occafional 
caufe,  fuch  an  increafed  irritability  of  the 
body  fhall  arife,  as  ufually  brings  on  a pre- 
mature fit  of  the  gout,  we  muft  always  fup- 
pofe  fuch  a ftate  to  be  accompanied  with  a 
fufficient  degree  of  ftrength  in  the  fyftem. 
to  produce  that  effeft.  For,  unlefs  a cer- 
tain degree  of  firmnefs  exifts  in  the  habit, 
no  regular  paroxyfm  can  take  place.  The 
increafed  irritability  of  the  nerves  of  the 
the  primae  viae,  and  of  the  fyftem  in 
general,  may  occafion  a variety  of  com- 
plaints in  the  ftomach  and  bowels,  and 
{hooting  pains  may  be  felt  in  different  parts 
of  the  body  ; but  a regular  fit  of  the  gout 
is  not  to  be  expe&ed  while  an  excefs  of  de- 
bility prevails.  It  is  on  fuch  occafions, 
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when  fymptoms  of  an  irregular  gout  are 
tedious  and  troublelome,  that  we  endeavour, 
by  preparations  of  iron,  ftomachic  bitters, 
and  a proper  regulation  of  diet  and  exer- 
cife,  to  reftore  the  ftrength  of  the  body. 
This  method,  if  attended  with  fuccefs,  and 
if  the  arthritic  matter  prevails  in  the  habit, 
is  u fually  followed  by  a regular  paroxyfin 
of  the  gout* 

51.  Although  I have  fa  id  that  every  de- 
gree of  debility,  except  fuch  as  depend  011 
fome  paralytic  affe&ion,  is  attended  with  a 
proportionably  inerealed  irritability,  and  of 
confequence  that  the  body  becomes  Ids  ca- 
pable of  refvfting  the  effects  of  ftimuli,  than 
in  a healthy  hate,  or,  in  other  words,  that 
the  excitement  of  the  fyftem  will  be  in  pro- 
portion to  the  increafed  debility  ; yet  this 
has  its  limits.  For  when  debility  takes 
place  to  a certain  degree,  the  external  and 
internal  i'enfes  begin  to  fail,  and  the  irrita- 
bility of  the  fyftem  is  proportionably  dimi- 
nished, as  is  evident  towards  the  end  of 
* 
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malignant  fevers,  and  of  chronic  difeafes 
that  have  a fatal  termination. 

52.  This  fpecies  of  debility  feems  to  take 
place  in  a remarkable  manner,  when  aper- 
ion  is  under  the  influence  of  any  of  the 
deprefling  paflions  of  the  mind.  For  when 
grief  to  a confiderable  degree  takes  poflef- 
fion  of  a perfon  who  is  fubje£l  to  regular 
fits  of  the  gout,  efpecially  if  advanced  in 
life,  during  the  operation  of  this  paflion  on 
the  mind,  there  will  be  no  fit  of  the  gout, 
though  near  the  ufual  period  of  a regular 
paroxyfm.  Such  perfons  lofe  their  appe- 
tite, flefh,  flrength,  complain  of  flatulency, 
and  other  diforders  in  the  primae  viae, 
make  large  quantities  of  pale  urine,  fome- 
times  they  are  feized  with  a cholera,  afth- 
ma,  and  other  fyraptoms  of  the  atonic  gout. 
In  fuch  a fituation  the  arthritic  matter  is 
apt  to  fall  on  the  brain  and  nerves,  with 
the  ufual  confequences  mentioned  towards 
the  end  of  par.  33.  But  in  cafes  of  this 
kind,  we  mull  not  perhaps  afcribe  the  ato- 
nic 


1 


An  Inquiry 


6 z 

nic  ftate  of  the  diforder  folely  to  that  dimi- 
nifhed  irritability  of  the  nerves,  which,  in 
other  difeafes,  commonly  attends  great  de- 
bility ; for,  from  the  known  fympathy  be- 
tween the  mind  and  body,  it  is  highly  pro- 
bable that  no  great  excitement  in  the  fyf- 
tem  can  be  raifed  to  free  the  body  from  an 
acrimonious  fluid,  while  the  mind  is  under 
any  confiderable  deprefiion. 

53.  From  the  commencement  of  the  gout, 
to  its  moft  advanced  ftate  in  old  age,  or  un- 
til it  becomes  atonic,  the  body  lofes  gradu- 
ally that  firmnefs  it  formerly  poflefled,  and 
becomes  more  and  more  fubjedt  to  fympa- 
thetic  affedions  and  nervous  complaints. 
This  progrefs  in  ftrong  and  robuft  habits 
is  fo  flow  as  fearcely  to  be  perceived  for 
many  years ; for  during  the  intervals  they 
commonly  enjoy  good  health,  and  the  at- 
tack of  a fit  is  feldom  preceded,  or  follow- 
ed, by  thofe  difturbances  in  the  body  which 
ufually  attend  paroxyfms  in  more  delicate 
habits,  or  at  a more  advanced  period  of  the 

diforder. 
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difordcr.  But  however  flow  the  caufe  of 
this  difeafe  may  ad  on  fome  confutations, 
by  reafon  of  their  greater  powers  of  refif- 
tance,  yet  in  time  they  become  equally  de- 
licate, and  liable  to  a variety  of  nervous 
complaints  with  thofe  who  enjoyed  not  o- 
riginally  fo  great  a degree  of  ftrength.  Be- 
fides,  from  the  general  imbecile  ftate  of 
mind  and  body  in  the  atonic  gout,  there  is 
reafon  to  believe  that,  at  that  period  of  the 
difeafe,  the  arthritic  matter  ads  chiefly 
on  the  brain  and  nerves.  Thefe  remarks 
made  by  every  phyfician  of  obfervation 
and  experience  in  the  gout,  and  by  the  un- 
happy  patients  themfelves,  have  given  oc- 
cafion  to  fome  perfons  to  aflert,  with  great 
confidence,  that  the  gout  is  entirely  a ner- 
vous diforder,  and  to  deny  the  exiftence  of 
' any  morbific  matter* 

54.  In  an  extenfive  fenfe,  almoft  every 
difeafe  to  which  the  human  body  is  liable, 
may  be  faid  to  be  nervous;  becaufe  in  them 
the  nerves  are  more  or  lefs  affeded,  and  the 
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fundions  depending  on  their  influence  arc 
proportionably  difturbed.  The  improprie- 
ty, however,  of  fuch  a language  is  fo  ob- 
vious, that  phyficians  have,  for  the  moft 
part,  reftrided  the  word  \iervous  to  thofe 
diforders  and  complaints  which  in  certain 
perfons,  from  the  great  delicacy  and  unna- 
tural fenfibility  of  their  nerves,  are  produ- 
ced by  caufes  which,  in  people  of  a found 
conftitution,  would  either  have  no  fuch  ef- 
feds,  or  at  leaft  in  a much  lefs  degree. 

^5.  But  the  gout  belongs  not  to  this  laffc 
clafs  of  difeafes,  being  in  its  regular  attacks 
evidently  an  inflammatory  diforder.  It  is 
true,  that,  in  the  courfe  of  the  gout,  many 
nervous  fvmptoms  occur,  efpecially  in  the 
advanced  ftate,  and  under  its  irregular  forms. 
But  it  is  certainly  improper  to  charaderife 
a diforder  from  fuch  accidental  fymptoms 
as  may  fupervene  during  the  continuance 
of  it,  or  when  the  natural  courfe  of  the 
diforder  is  obftruded  by  particular  caufes. 
It  is  highly  probable,  however,  that  the 
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great  obfcurity  in  which  this  difeafe  is  in- 
volved, is  chiefly  owing  to  the  various 
forms  of  its  appearance  in  different  confti- 
tutions,  and  at  certain  periods  of  the  dif- 
eafe, which  has  likewife  given  rife  to  va- 
rious opinions  relative  to  its  origin.  To 
arrive,  therefore,  at  a juft  notion  of  the  na- 
ture of  the  gout,  a ftridf  and  impartial  view 
lliould  be  taken  of  its  true  ftate  in  different 
conftitutions,  and  at  its  moft  remarkable 
periods. 

56.  In  robuft  habits,  and  during  the  vi- 
gour of  youth,  when  no  material  injury 
has  been  done  to  t lie  conftitution  by  re- 
peated paroxyfms  of  the  gout,  thefe  pa- 
roxyfms  are  in  general  regular,  and  their 
acceffion,  in  many  cafes,  fimilar  to  thefe 

V 

of  other  inflammations,  being  attended 
with  fome  degree  of  rigour  and  chillinefs, 
fucceeded  by  a feverjfh  heat,  thrift,  and 
quicknefs  of  pulfe  *.  At  other  times, 

the 

* Some  perfons  are  more  fufceptiblc  of  the  fymp- 
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the  fit  comes  on  without  any  of  thefe  laft 
fymptoms,  and  with  very  little  forewarn- 
ing of  its  approach  * the  per  Ton  being  a- 
waked  at  one  or  two  o’clock  in  the  morn- 
ing, by  the  fevere  pain  of  an  attack  of  the 
difeafe,  in  the  fir  ft  joint  of  the  great  toe,  or 
fome  other  part  of  the  foot.  But  when 
the  feverity  of  the  pain  abates,  which  is  u- 
fually  in  ten  or  twelve  hours,  though  in 

fome  cafes,  it  is  protracted  to  double  that 

fpace, 

toms  of  pyrexia  than  others  ; this  feems  to  depend  on 
the  greater  or  lefs  irritability  of  the  fyftem,  and  on  the 
degree  and  extent  of  the  inflammation.  In  the  more 
advanced  fbges  of  the  regular  gout,  when  one  inflam- 
mation fucceeds  another,  until  moft  of  the  joints  in 
both  feet  and  ancles  have  been  afte&ed  by  it,  every 
new  inflammation  is,  at  its  commencement,  accompa- 
nied with  more  or  lefs  of  the  qfual  fymptoms  of  an  ar, 
dent  inflammation. 

* Some  fits  of  the  gout  are  Paid  by  authors  to  take 
place  without  any  previous  warning  *,  but  this  co-in- 
cides  not  with  my  experience  , for  there  is  always 
fome  intimation  of  the  approaching  fit,  though  the  feel- 
ings are  pften  To  flight  as  to  be  forgotten  in  the  levs- 
yity  of  the  paroxyfrr. 
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fpace,  the  patient  begins  to  eat  and  drink 
much  in  his  ufual  way,  and  is  not,  during 
the  continuance  of  the  fit,  or  his  recovery, 
afflided  with  any  remarkable  nervous 
fymptorn.  Sometimes  a little  flatulency, 
ficknefs,  or  pain  at  the  ftomach,  occur, 
which  may  be  occalioned  from  fympathy, 

by  any  fevere  pain,  but  more  particularly 

. \ 

while  a perfon  is  under  a fit  of  the  gout  ; 
becaufe,  this  difeafe  is  fijppofed  to  arife  ori- 
ginally from  fome  defeat  in  the  primae 
viae.  This  implies  an  excefs  of  irritability 
in  the  nerves  of  thefe  vifcera,  which  muffc 
increafe  their  natural  propenfity  to  fuffer 
from  fympathy  when  diflant  parts  are 
flrongly  afFeded. 

' • nosrl  svx:rt  aehns  Jbnr  Vr: ■')  .‘he 

S 7*  !t  is  true,  that  the  gout,  in  its  fir fh 
attacks,  may  feize  the  ancle,  the  heel, 
the  wrift,  or  the  elbow  j but,  in  fuch  cafes, 
the  patient  is  firongly  inclined  to  believe 
the  diforder  to  be  rheumatic  5 from  the 
great  averfion  he  has  to  fuppofe  himfelf 
afflided  with  a difeafe,  which  fo  rarely  ad- 


mas 
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mits  of  a compleat  cure.  But  fuch  a com- 
mencement of  this  diforder  is  uncommon  ; 
for  the  ufual  feat  of  inflammation,  in  the 
fir  ft  fits  of  the  gout,  is  the  ball  of  tne  great 
toe  : In  future  paroxyfms  it  extends  to  the 
ligaments  furrounding  the  tarfus,  the  heel, 
or  the  ancle,  and  the  dil'eafe  is  in  general 
confined  to  one  foot.  For  it  is  not  till  af- 
ter feveral  fits,  that  the  patient  is  feized 
with  the  gout,  firft  in  one  toot,  and  after- 
wards in  the  other,  during  the  fame  pa- 
roxylm.  As  the  difeafe  advances,  the 
knees,  wrifts,  elbows,  and  fometimes  the 
joint  of  the  fhoulder,  come  to  be  affeded, 
and  in  inveterate  cafes  the  inflammation 
feizes  moft  of  thefe  joints  one  after  ano- 
ther, before  the  paroxylm  is  completed, 
which  is  protraded  in  proportion  to  the 
quantity  of  arthritic  matter  neceflary  to  be 
difeharged.  In  fuch  advanced  ftates  ot  the 
gout,  the  diforder  continues  regular  for  a 
longer  or  fhorter  fpace,  then  becomes  irre- 
gular. and  at  I nit  atonic. 


5S.  When, 
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58.  When,  from  the  regularity  arid  mild- 
nefs  of  the  fits,  the  length  of  the  intervals, 
the  general  freedom  from  complaints  dur- 
ing thefe  periods,  and  the  ftrength  of  the 
conftitution,  we  perceive  the  diforder  to  be 
of  a mild  nature  ; perfons  under  fo  mild  a 
g-out  are  feldom  affli&ed  with  nervous  com- 

O ' 

plaints;  efpecially  if  temperance  and  exer- 
cife  are  ufed  to  obviate  the  feverity  of  the 
difeafe.  For  by  the  regular  return  of  thefe 
inflammatory  paroxyfms,  the  body  is  freed 
from  fo  much  of  the  arthritic  mattery  as  in- 
jures an  interval  of  eafe,  until  it  again  ac- 
cumulates in  the  habit,  when  nature  is  fti- 
mulated  to  a renewal  of  thole  actions  to 
which  fire  has  been  accuftomed  to  free  the 
body  from  that  acrimonious  fluid.  Thefe 
critical  emotions  of  thefyftem  are  common- 
ly attended  with  a more  free  perforation 
than  ufual,  and  with  turbid  urine  towards 
the  end  of  the  paroxyfm,  part  of  the  arth- 
ritic matter  being  probably  thrown  off,  by 
thefe  emundories. 


59.  When 
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59.  When  the  paroxyfms  of  the  gout  are 
regular,  under  fuch  circumftances  as  are 
juft  mentioned,  and  the  intervals  not  lefs 
than  a year,  it  U not  uncommon  for  men 
under  fuch  annual  returns  of  the  difeafe,  to 
live  till  they  are  confiderably  advanced  in 
life  ; and  without  any  diminution  of  that 
Vigour  in  the  exercife  of  their  mental  facul- 
ties they  formerly  enjoyed,  than  what  is 
commonly  the  refult  of  old  age.  It  fome- 
times  happens,  however,  under  thefe  mild 
appearances,  that  the  diftemper  becomes  ir- 
regular ; in  fuch  cafes  nervous  and  anomu- 
lous  complaints  are  more  frequent ; and  if 
towards  the  end  of  life,  the  diforder  be- 
comes atonic,  it  is  ufually  attended  with 
fuch  fymptoms  as  are  mentioned  in  par.  33. 

60.  From  the  general  view  I have  taken 
of  the  nature  of  the  gout,  it  is  eafy  to  per- 
ceive, that,  in  proportion  to  the  delicacy  of 
the  conftitution,  the  ftrength  of  the  heredi- 
tary difpofition,  and  the  power  with  which 

the  remote  caufes  have  afled  on  the  fyftem, 

the 
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the  intervals  will  begin  to  fhorten,  and  the 
paroxyfms  to  become  irregular,  at  a more 
or  lefs  early  period  of  the  diftemper.  For, 
in  a variety  of  cafes,  we  fee  all  the  different 
(Fates  of  the  gout;  and  when  the  difeafe  is 
fevere,  fome  perfons  die  of  it  before  their 
50th  year,  while  others,  from  thofe  cir- 
cumftances  which  are  known  to  aggravate 
the  difeafe  being  lefs  prevalent,  withfland 
the  repeated  attacks  of  the  diforder  to  60  or 
70  years  of  age,  and  even  to  a later  period; 
and  although  the  diforder  in  fome  cafes 
feems  not  to  fhorten  their  days,  becaufe 
they  enjoy  tolerable  health  during  the  in- 
tervals, yet,  almofl  in  every  inftance,  it  ap- 
pears to  have  that  effect. 

61.  The  fudden  deaths  which  fometimes 
happen  to  perfons  affli&ed  with  the  gout, 
at  different  times  of  life,  and  particularly 
between  their  70th  and  80th  year,  are 
iifually,  with  fome  reafon,  afcribed  to  the 
immediate  a&ion  of  the  caufe  of  the  difeafe 
on  the  brain.  But,  in  old  age,  a frequent 

termination 
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termination  of  the  gout,  is  in  what  is  cal- 
led  its  atonic  ftate.  This  change  in  the 
form  of  the  gout,  from  regular  paroxyfms 
of  au  inflammatory  difpofition,  and  attend- 
ed with  the  inflammation  of  fome  particu- 
lar joint,  to  its  atonic  ftate,  is  a very  re- 
markable circum fiance  in  the  hiftory  of  the 

difeafe. 

62.  In  this  laft  mentioned  ftage  of  the 
gout,  the  patient  is  feldom  attacked  with 
any  febrile  diforder,  or  topical  inflamma- 
tion, unlefs  excited  by  a catarrh,  or  fome 
of  the  general  caufes  of  fever.  It  is  the  fto- 
mach,  and  bowels,  that  are  at  fit  ft  chiefly  af 
fedted,  from  whence  feem  to  arife  various 
fympathetic  affedlioos  of  the  head,  lungs, 
heart,  and  in  general,  the  praecordia.  Thefe 
at  fir  ft  are  excited,  not  without  the  adlion 
of  fome  ft  long  ftimulus  on  the  nerves  of 
the  priniae  viae  t But  after  they  have  been 
often  produced  in  a fimilar  m,annei , from  a 
morbid  irritability  being  thereby  induced 

on  the  parts  affected,  they  come  at  laft  to 

be 
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Ive  excited  by  very  flight  caufes.  Thefe 
diforders  are,  at  their  commencement,  fome- 
times  removed  or  alleviated  by  gentle  eme- 
tics, and  laxatives  ; but,  after  they  have 
become  habitual,  our  bell;  medicines,  for  a 
temporary  relief,  are  opium,  camphire,  ae- 
ther, volatile  alkali,  ardent  fpirits,  ginger, 
afafoetida,  and  other  medicines  of  a li- 
milar  nature.  The  morbid  affedtions  of 
the  liver  and  kidneys,  under  the  forms  of 
cholera  and  diabetis,  1 lulpedt  to  be  owing 
to  the  immediate  application  of  the  arthri- 
tic matter  to  the  fecretofy  organs  of  thefe 
vifcera.  A tenefmus  and  flrangury,  in  gouty 
conftitutions,  mull,  in  general,  be  attribut- 
ed to  the  lame  caule,  though  they  may 
fometimes  arife  from  lympathy. 


63.  Several  reafons  are  given  by  authors, 
for  that  fmgular  iranfition  from  the  regu- 
lar to  the  atonic,  gout  ; hut  the  true  caufe 
appears  to  be  debility,  from  whatever  lource 
it  is  derived.  For,  although  the  arthritic 
matter  may  be  prevalent  in  the  body,  yet 

K we 


74  An  Inquiry 

we  know  that  a certain  degree  of  ftrength 
is  neceflary,  for  the  formation  of  a regular 
paroxyfm.  But  if,  from  a delicacy  of  con- 
ititution,  a long  courfe  of  intemperance, 
the  debilitating  effects  of  fome  previous  dil- 
order,  or  from  the  long  continuance  and 
fe verity  of  the  gout  itfelf,  there  remains 
not  in  the  fyflem  a fufficient  degree  of 
ilrength  to  produce  a regular  fit  of  the 
gout,  the  arthritic  acrimony,  accumulating 
in  the  habit,  will  af Fe£t  the  fyflem  varioufly ; 
and  this  variety  of  complaints,  in  different 
perfons,  feems  often  to  arife  from  a pecu- 
liarity of  conftitution.  That  diminution 
of  ftretigth,  which  attends  the  advancement 
of  age,  is  flow,  buc  fleady ; and  being  pro- 
o-refiive,  inch  a degree  of  debility  mud  at 
]aa  take  place,  as  is  inconfiftent  with  the 
formation  of  a regular  paroxyfm  of  the 
gout.  This,  with  the  debilitating  effeds 
of  the  gout  itfelf,  feems  to  be  the  principle 
caul'e  of  the  atonic  gout  in  old  men  ; for 
the  arthritic  matter  continuing  to  be  gene- 
rated, and  critical  difcharges  of  it  ceafing 

to 
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to  be  made,  the  fyftcm  is  affeded  by  it  in 
the  manner  mentioned.  The  effeds  of 
this  acrimonious  fluid,  when  in  fome  cafes 
it  ads  on  the  brain  and  nerves,  are  not  lb 
painful,  as  they  are  humiliating  to  our  hu- 
manity, in  the  diminution  of  memory  and 
judgment,  often  to  that  degree,  that  there 
feems  to  be  an  almofl:  total  abolition  of  the 
mental  powers,  fometimes  attended  with 
infanity  and  even  mania. 

64.  Notwithftanding  the  great  variety 
of  forms,  in  which  the  gout  makes  its  ap- 
pearance, in  different  perfons,  and  at  diffe- 
rent periods  of  the  difeafe,  the  whole  may 
be  arranged  under  the  three  following 
heads  ; the  regular,  the  irregular,  and  the 
atonic  gout,  in  advanced  periods  of  the  dif- 
eafe, and  in  old  men.  This  divifion  feems 
to  me  natural,  and  fufficiently  comprehen- 
five  of  the  various  ftates  of  this  diftemper ; 
for  minute  diflindions  feldoin  elucidate, 
but  often  perplex,  a fubjed  *.  Indeed, 

from 

* Perfons  fubjeft  to  the  gout,  ara,  in  common  with 
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from  the  obfervations  already  made  on  thefe- 

divifions,  it  is  unneceflary  to  be  very  parti- 
cular 


the  reft  of  mankind,  liable  to  other  difeafes,  either 
when  an  hereditary  difpofition  to  fome  particular  dif- 
order  prevails  in  the  conftitution,  or  when  they  are  ac- 
cidently expo  feet  to  the  caufes  which  produce  them- 
But  when  a difeafe  diftinft  from  the  gout  exifts  in  a 
gouty  habit,  it  feldom  fails  to  difturb  the  natural  eourfe 
of  that  diftemper  5 and  as  the  diforders  are  different, 
io  the  method  of  cure  for  each  muff  likewife  differ. 
When  the  difeafe  is  of  a chronic  nature,  the  cure  can 
only  be  attempted  during  the  intervals  of  the  paroxyfm 
of  the  gout,  and  mu  ft  be  carried  on  with  prudence  and 
caution,  to  prevent,  as  much  as  poffible,  the  natural 
progrefs  of  the  gout  from  being  interrupted.  Thele 
2G  idental  conjunctions  of  other  difeaies  with  the  gout, 
have  induced  Mufgrave  and  others  to  divide  the  gout 
into  as  many  different  fpecies,  as  there  happen  to  be 
chronic  difordprs  connected  with  it.  I even  fufpeft 
that  tome  of  their  divifions  do  not  ftri<St!y  belong  to  this 
diftemper  \ and  that  they  have  been  led  into  the  mis- 
take from  fome  fymptoms  of  chronic  difeafes,  which 
we  know  reietnble  thofe  of  the  gout,  for  Mufgrave 
P’ives  us  * different  fpecies  of  the  gout  under  the  deno- 
inination  of  arthritis  fymptomatica,  arthritis  rheumatif- 

ixio  fuperveniens,  arthritis  ex  chlorofi  et  ex  menftum 

fup- 
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cular  in  a farther  defcription  of  them.  Ic 
will  be  fufficitnt  if,  by  a fhort  review  of 
them  fepa.ra.tely,  and  by  confldering  fome 
eircumllances  peculiar  to  each,  we  ih a 1 1 be 
led  to  a more  diitind  idea  of  the  true  na- 
ture of  this  difeaie. 

65.  It  has  always  been  my  opinion,  that: 
a regular  fit  of  the  gout  fliould  be  confw 
dered  as  a falutary  paroxyftn,  excited  by 
certain  laws  in  the  fyftem,  to  free  the  body 
of  a morbid  matter,  generated  in  our  fluids, 

which, 

fuppreflione,  arthritis  hydropi  fuperveniens,  arthritis 
melancholica,  arthritis  fixa  fcorbutica,  arthritis  lui  ve- 
nereae  fuccedens,  arthritis  afthmatica,  arthritis  febrMuc- 
cedens,  arthritis  ex  colica,  arthritis  morbis  quibufdam, 
cuticularibus  fubjedta.  Each  of  thefe  difeafes,  vvhicii 
he  connects  with  the  gout,  and  many  others  not  men- 
tioned, I have  known  to  accompany  that  diforder. 
Some  of  them  are  confequences  or  fymptoms  of  the  ir- 
regular and  atonic  gouts  ; but  from  the  belt  obferva- 
* . » . ' * , 

tions  I have  been  able  to  make,  I never  knew  this  dif- 
order originate  from  thole  fuppofed  caufcs  ; and,  of 
courle,  I have  always  thought  the  above  diftin&ions 
frivolous  and  injudicious. 
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■which,  if  retained,  would  prove  hurtful  to 
the  conftitution.  From  the  periodical  re- 
turns of  thofe  fits,  we  may  prefume  a far- 
ther generation  of  arthritic  matter,  during 
the  intervals,  which  is  fufficient  for  their 
produ&ion.  The  diforders  of  the  Aomach 
and  bowels,  and  other  irregular  complaints 
which  fometimes  occur  for  a few  days  be- 
fore the  acceflion  of  a fit,  when  the  arthri- 

I M 

tic  matter  is  prevalent  in  the  body  ; and 
the  return  of  thefe  complaints  for  fome 
time,  during  the  recovery  from  a paroxyfm, 

■ and  before  the  arthritic  matter  is  complete- 
ly difcharged  by  the  emundtories,  prove 
the  exifience  of  a materies  morbi.  The 
enjoyment  of  greater  alacrity  of  body  and 
mind  after  a fit  of  the  gout,  than  for  a 
confiderable  time  before,  likewife  lhews  it 
to  arife  from  fome  noxious  fluid,  thrown 
off  during  the  paroxyfm.  The  duration  of 
the  paroxyfm,  with  the  number  and  extent 
of  the  inflammations  fucceeding  one  ano- 
ther, in  different  joints,  appear  to  corref- 
pond  with  the  quantity  of  arthritic  matter. 


to 
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to  be  thus  critically  difcharged.  Bcfides, 
our  fight  and  feeling  bear  teftimony  of  the 
difpofition  of  a morbific  matter  on  the 
joints,  in  every  fit  ot  the  gout,  not  only 
from  the  inflammation  thereby  excited,  ac- 
companied with  excrutiating  pain,  but  from 
the  remarkable  perfpiration  of  the  part  af- 
feded  on  the  declenfion  of  the  inflamma- 
tion, the  great  itchinefs  of  the  part,  on  the 
difeafe  going  off,  and  other  figns  of  a cri- 
tical difeharge. 

| J . ' i c % . f J ^ * A i J i#  1 v f v?  t*J  J f 

66.  It  was  the  opinion,  however,  of  a 
late  celebrated  author,  that  thefe  inflam- 
mations were  raifed  by  the  vis  medicatrix 
naturae,  to  overcome  an  atony  in  the  ex- 
tremities, communicated  to  the  reft  of  the 
fyftem.  This  vis  medicatrix  naturae,  in 
moft  cafes,  is  an  expreflion  of  doubtful 
import,  being  fomewhac  fimilar  to  Van 
Helmont’s  Archaeus  ; and,  as  to  the  atony 
mentioned,  there  is  no  proof  that  it  ever 
exifts.  But,  to  accommodate  our  reafoning 
to  fuch  a theory,  we  muft  give  up  the  evi- 
dence 
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tknce  of  our  fenfes  which  would  be  e- 

\ 

qually  abfurd  as  the  adoption  of  the  Bifhop 
of  Cloyne’s  doftrine  of  Ideas. 

67.  If  thofe  who  infid  on  the  gout  be- 
ing entirely  a nervous  diforder,  had  admit- 
ted the  exigence  of  a morbific  matter,  their 
theory  would  have  been  more  eafily  com- 
prehended. For  no  difeafe  is  attended  with 
a greater  variety  of  nervous  complaints,  or 
fympathetic  affe&ions,  than  the  gout  in  its 
irregular  and  atonic  dates  ; nor  is  there  a- 
ny  acrimony  more  capable  of  producing 
them,  if  we  may  judge  from  its  effeds, 
than  the  arthritic.  In  the  irregular  gout  I 
comprehend  not  only  what  is  called  the 
retrocedent,  and  the  mifplaced  gout,  but 
every  other  morbid  date  of  the  body  and 
mind,  arifing  from  a defed  in  the  critical 
dilcharge  of  the  arthritic  matter.  The  ato- 
nic gout  may  be  here  alfo  comprehended  ; 
but  I dial!  confider  this  date  of  the  difor- 
cler  in  old  men  feparately. 
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68.  It  would  be  tedious  and  almoft  im- 
poffible  to  defcribe  the  different  forms  of 
the  irregular  gout,  becaufe  of  the  great  va- 
riety of  their  appearance  in  different  confti- 
tutions  ; and  it  fometimes  happens,  that 
they  are  not  eafily  diftinguifhable  from  o- 
ther  complaints,  which  are  not  of  a gou- 
ty original  ; and,  therefore,  require  the 
careful  examination  of  the  phyfician  to 
diftinguifh  them.  It  is  neceffary  to  ob- 
ferve  how  far  they  correfpond,  or  are  fimi- 
lar  to  other  fymptoms  of  the  irregular  gour, 
we  have  formerly  met  with  in  practice  ; 
we  fhould  be  informed  if  there  is  reafon 
to  believe,  that  the  gout  is  hereditary  in 
the  family  ; likewife  how  far  the  patient 
may  have  expofed  himlelf  to  the  remote 
caufes  of  this  diforder  ; if  the  complaints 
have  alternated  with  pains  in  the  joints; 
if  the  perfon  has  ever  had  a regular  fit  of 
the  gout,  and  with  what  effect  in  regard 
to  his  other  complaints.  Thefe,  and  fome 
other  inquiries,  which  will  naturally  occur 

i 

from  the  particular  hiftory  of  the  diforder, 

L will 
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will  in  moft  cafes  fix  the  true  nature  of  the 
difeafe. 

/ 

69.  Although  in  the  irregular  gout  the 
primae  viae  are  in  general  the  parts  moftly 
affe&ed,  yet  no  fenlible  part  of  the  body  is 
exempted  from  itsefFe&s.  The  external  parts 
of  the  head,  brain,  and  with  it  the  mind, 
are  varioufly  affe&ed.  The  vifcera  of  the 
thorax,  abdomen,  and  pelvis,  fuffer  by 
turns  The  complaints  arifing  from  a 
morbid  afFe&ion  of  thefe  parts,  often  alter- 
nate with  diforders  of  the  ftomach  and 

bowels, 


♦ In  a Angular  cafe  of  a gentleman  of  forty  years 
of  age,  with  a robuft  and  full  habit,  who  came  under 
my  care,  the  arthritic  matter  had  affe&ed  him  with 
violent  pain,  which  fhifted  from  the  abdomen  to  the 
tefticles,  and  fometimes  to  the  back,  and  vice  verfa  ; 
this  diforder  had  attacked  him,  from  time  to  time,  for 
many  years,  but  was  chiefly  confined  to  the  tefticles, 
or  abdomen,  but  never  in  both  places  at  the  fame  time. 

The  cure  was  accomplifhed  by  warm- bathing,  tem- 
perance, exercife,  and  laxative  ftomachic  medicines. 
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bowels,  and  with  pains  in  the  joints,  or 
fome  other  external  parts.  This  laft  cafe 
is  ufually  attended  with  an  alleviation  of 
fymptoms  ; but  of  no  long  duration,  un- 
lefs  the  inflammation  amounts  to  a com- 
plete fit  of  the  gout.  The  diforders  in  the 
irregular  gout  are  often  of  the  chronic  kindj 
accompanied  with  depreflion  of  (pints,  dif— 
pondency,  and  apprehenfion  of  danger. 
Coftivenefs  feems  natural  to  gouty  confti- 
tutions  ; but,  when  the  faeces  and  bile  (Mag- 
nate for  fome-time  in  the  bowels,  they  be- 
come acrid,  and  produce  a diarrhoea. 

70.  It  is  believed  in  general,  and  with 
reafon,  that  mod  complaints  in  the  irregu- 
lar gout  arife  from  the  ablence  of  regular 
paroxyfms,  and  from  the  incomplete  dif- 
charge  of  the  arthritic  matter  by  the  ufual 
emundtories  ; but  how  thefe  inflammatory 
paroxyfms  come  to  be  obftrudted  in  parti- 
cular conftitutions,  when  the  arthritic  mat- 
ter prevails  in  the  habit,  is  difficult  to  as- 
certain. This  cannot,  in  all  cafes,  be  a- 
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fcribed  to  general  debility,  becaufe  we  lee, 
from  time  to  time,  perfens  afflided  with 
the  irregular  gout  for  a confidera’ole  time, 
who  are  not  defedive  in  bodily  strength. 

It  is  not  probable  that  any  fpecific  diffe- 
rence exifts  between  the  acrimonious  fluid 
affeding  the  fyftem  in  the  irregular  gout, 
and  that  which  produces  regular  parox- 
yfms  ; becaufe,  in  the  former  cafe,  there  is 
fomedmes  a regular  fit  of  the  gout,  and  in 
the  latter  fymptoms  of  the  irregular  gout 
often  proceed  a complete  paroxyfm.  It  is 
more  likely  that  the  irregular  gout  arifes 
from  Some  peculiarity  of  eonflitution,  not 
always  in  our  power  to  difeover,  or  from 
a defed  in  the  nerves  of  the  primae  viae. 
This  la  If  circumftance,  in  conjundion  with 

the  adion  of  the  predifpofing  caufes,  is 

* 

more  likely  to  produce  an  irregular  gout, 
than  any  thing  elfe  i can  fuggeft. 

W 1 ' , •'  ^ . ■ 

n i.  For,  notwithstanding  I have  alledg- 
ed,  that  the  regular  gout  arifes  from  fome 

deficiency  in  the  digeftivc  organs,  yet  I am 
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alfo  of  opinion,  that  a ceratin  degree  of 
firmnefs  in  the  primae  viae,  and  in  the  fyf- 
tem  in  general,  is  requifite  for  the  formation 
of  a regular  paroxyftn.  But,  when  this  de- 
gree of  firmnefs  is  wanting,  and  the  fto- 
mach  and  bowels  are  in  their  debilitated 
ftate,  approaching  to  that  of  hypochondriac 
patients,  it  is  the  irregular  gout  that  com- 
monly takes  place.  In  confirmation  of  this 
fuppofition,  perfons  who  have  a regular 
gout  poflefs,  in  general,  for  many  years  af- 
ter the  commencement  of  this  diforder,  and 
efpecially  if  the  intervals  exceed  a year,  a 
tolerable  appetite  during  thofe  intervals, 
apparently  a good  digeftion,  and  enjoy  in 
other  refpe£ts  good  health.  Whereas, 
thofe  who  are  affli&ed  with  the  irregular 
gout  have  feldom  a regular  appetite,  nor 
are  they  uniform  in  their  quantity  of 
food  ; for  fometimes  their  meals  are  mo- 
derate, and  at  other  times,  from  a depraved 
fenfibility  of  the  nerves  of  the  ftomach, 
they  eat  more  than  is  confident  with  the 
weak  condition  of  the  primae  viae,  and  of 

courfe 
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courfe  their  digeftion  is  proportionally  lefs 

• 

72.  Befides,  in  this  lefs  firm  ftate  of  the 
body,  the  fyftem  in  general  is  not  only  pro* 
portionably  more  irritable,  but  there  is 
commonly  fome  vifcus,  or  part  of  the  bo- 
dy, pofTeffed  with  a greater  degree  of  irri- 
tability than  the  reft,  which,  in  different 
conftitutions,  gives  rife  to  the  various  com- 
plaints we  meet  with  in  the  irregular  gout. 
Several  of  thefe  complaints  arife  at  firft 
from  fympathy  with  the  ftomach  and  bow- 
els morbidly  affected,  as  giddinefs,  head- 
achs.  palpitations,  and  other  irregular  mo- 
tions of  the  heart,  afthma,  &c.  By  the 
frequent  repetition  of  them,  however,  a 
morbid  delicacy  is  thereby  induced  on  the 
brain,  heart,  and  lungs,  and  of  courfe  thefe 
diforders  become  habitual.  But  care  fhould 
be  taken  to  diftinguifh  between  the  chro- 
nic diforders  from  an  arthritic  acrimony  in 
our  fluids,  and  thofe  of  the  fame  denomi- 
nation arifing  from  other  caufes.  The 

only 


perfect 


8? 


concerning  the  Gout . 

only  fare  means  of  being  fatisfied  that  thefe 
diforders  are  of  a gouty  original,  are,  their 
alternating  with  pains  in  the  joints,  or 
their  being  removed  by  a regular  paroxyfm 
of  the  gout.  For  it  is  wrong  to  fuppofe 
the  arthritic  acrimony  to  be  fo  general  a 
caufe  of  chronic  complaints  as  fome  ima- 
gine. 

73.  Although  the  word  Atonic  is  no 
doubt  applicable,  in  many  inftances,  to 
what  is  ufually  denominated  the  Irregular 
Gout  ; yet  I wifh  to  confine  it  to  thofe 
perfons  in  whom  the  arthritic  acrimony 
prevails,  but  in  whom  no  effectual  exertion 
of  the  fyftem  takes  place,  to  free  the  body 
from  the  arthritic  matter.  Of  courfe,  in 
this  ftate  of  the  dileafe,  we  feldom  meet 
with  fuch  inflammatory  pains  in  the  joints, 
as  ufually  relieve  diforders  of  the  head,  or 
vifcera  of  the  thorax  and  abdomen,  in  the 
irregular  gout.  It  is  fuch  complaints  as 
are  mentioned  in  par.  33.  that  afflict  the 
unhappy  patients,  with  others  that  indicate 
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more  particularly  the  nervous  fyftem  in 
general  to  be  affefted.  Thefe  diforders 
are  not  conftant,  but  come  and  go  in  an 
irregular  manner,  being  accompanied,  even 
in  the  intervals,  with  a general  debility  of 
body,  and  fometimes  of  the  mind.  The 
duration  of  fuch  a valetudinary  ftate  is  va- 
rious ; with  fome  it  is  only  for  a few  days, 
weeks,  or  months,  and  with  others  it  is  for 
feveral  years  previous  to  their  death.  When 
this  atonic  gout  takes  place  in  a conftitu- 
tion,  worn  out  by  numberlefs  paroxyfms 
of  the  gout,  and  efpecially  if  to  thefe  are 
added  the  infirmities  and  debility  of  old 
age,  it  feldom  fails  to  put  a period  to  their 
exiftence  in  a fhort  time.  Notwithftand- 
'mg,  there  are  inftances  of  men,  even  in  an 
advanced  age,  living  under  thefe  complicat- 
ed diforders  for  feveral  years.  Such  cafes 
are  ufually  attended  with  more  or  lefs  want 
of  vigour  in  the  exercife  cf  the  mental  fa* 
culties,  and  for  the  mod  part  the  patients 
die  of  a palfy  or  apoplexy. 


74.  From 
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74.  -From: this  view  of  the  atonic  gout, 
it  is  eafy  to  perceive  that  I conlider  it  only 
as  a more  advanced  Rage  of  the  irregular 
gout  ; likewiie  that  the  caufes,  mentioned 
in  par.  70.  and  7.1.  of  this  laft  dilorder,  are 
the  fame  with  thofe  of  the  atonic  gout  ; 
but,  in  producing  this  laft  effect,  their  action 
is  more  powerful  and  extenfive  in  the  fyf- 
tem,  and,  of  courfe,  the  difeafe  is  in  gene- 
ral of  greater  magnitude  and  danger.  For, 
although  the  pains  in  the  irregular  gout, 
moving  from  one  part  of  the  body  to  an- 
other, fimilar  to  thofe  of  the  rheuma- 
tic  kind,  and  alternating  with  diforders 
of  the  vifcera,  appear  leldom  to  pro- 
duce any  complete  intervals  from  corn- 
plaints,  yet  they  ieem  to  contribute  fome- 
what  to  the  expulfion  of  the  arthritic  mat- 
ter. It  is  probable  that  thofe  fits  of  illnefs 
returning  after  uncertain  intervals,  and  con- 
tinuing for  fome  days  or  weeks,  in  gouty 
conftitutions,  as  the  allhma,  palpitations  of 
the  heart,  ftrangury,  morbid  affedtions  of 
ihe  kidneys,  and  even  of  the  primae  viae, 
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have  nearly  the  fame  effect,  though  perhaps 
lei's  powerful,  in  the  expulfion  of  the  ar- 
thritic matter. 

75.  If,  in  the  irregular,  or  atonic  gouts, 
an  eryfipelatous  inflammation,  bile,  or  im- 
poflume  occur,  as  is  fometimes  the  caie, 
they  feldom  fail  of  giving  confiderable  re- 
lief, in  feme  degree  producing  the  fame  ef- 
fect as  a fit  of  the  gout.  The  relief  there- 
by obtained  will  in  general  be  found  pro- 
portionable to  the  extent  and  duration  of 
the  inflammation,  the  fize  of  the  impoftume, 
and  its  fubfequent  difeharge,  which  is  an 
additional  proof  of  the  exiftence  of  a ma- 
teries.  morbi. 

7 6.  It  is  remarkable  in  the  atonic  gout, 
hi  which,  from  the  great  debility  of  the 
fyftem,  fo  few  exertions  are  made  to  free 
the  habit  from  the  arthritic  acrimony,  that 
its  adion  and  effeds  fhould  be  chiefly  on 
the  brain  and  nerves.  The  fame  thing  hap- 
pens in  other  difeafes,  as  convulfions  before 

tire 
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the  Irruption  of  the  finall-pox  and  mealies ; 
the  nerves  are  fometimes  remarkably  af- 
fe&ed  before  the  appearance  of  an  eryfi- 

i 

pelatous  inflammation,  and  other  cutaneous 
eruptions.  But  this  is  more  efpecially  the 
cafe,  when  the  ordinary  courfe  of  the  gout, 
by  regular  paroxyfms,  is  obftrudted,  and 
the  arthritic  matter  is  thereby  accumulated 
in  the  habit.  I have,  in  many  inftances, 
known  this  to  be  effected  by  bathing  the 
feet  in  cold  water,  which  flopped  the  pro- 
gress of  an  incipient  inflammation  in  the 
foot,  an  indication  of  the  approach  of  a re- 
gular paroxyfm  of  the  gout  ; by  fome  ta- 
king the  bark,  others  Portland’s  powder, 
as  a cure  for  this  diftemper.  But  the  more 
fuccefsful  they  are  in  preventing,  by  thefe 
means,  regular  fits  of  the  gout,  the  greater 
is  the  danger  to  the  conftitution,  and  to 
life  itfelf,  by  producing  chronic  difeafes  and 
fometimes  mania  ; but  in  moft  of  the  cafes 
1 have  known  treated  in  thefe  different 
ways,  the  patients  have  died  fuddenly.  This 
is  .probably  occafioned  by  the  accumulation 

of 
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of  the  arthritic  matter,  and  its  immediate  ae«^ 
tion  on  the  brain  and  nerves,  by  which' 
their  powers  are  fpeedily  deftroyed. 

77.  Indeed,  in  all  the  forms  of  tfie  irregu- 
lar gout,  there  are  in  different  perfons,  luch 
a number  and  variety  of  fympathetic  and 
nervous  complaints,  that  it  can  be  no  mat- 
ter of  furprife,  if  every  irregular  (late  of 
this  d idem  per  fhould  by  fome,  without  ex- 
amining minutely  the  nature  of  the  difeafe, 
be  denominated  nervous.  In  par.  54.  I 
have  mentioned  what  is  commonly  under- 
ftood  to  be  a nervous  difeafe,  which  enables 
us  eafily  to  diftinguifh  between  nervous 
fymptoms  which  may  accompany  an  ague, 
jaundice,  droply,  or  any  other  difoider  111 
which  the  nerves  in  general  are  not  fuppo- 
fed  to  be  particularly  affected,  and  thof, 
winch  arife  from  a morbid  delicacy  and  ir- 
ritability of  the  whole  nervous  fyftem.  In 
the  regular  gout,  for  it  is  only  fiom  the 
regular  form  of  a difeafe  we  fhould  draw 

its  character,  there  age  few  or  no  fymp- 
toms 
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foms  that  can  be  called  nervous.  The  dif- 
eafe  is  inflammatory,  terminates  in  an  in- 
flammation, and  when  the  paroxyfm  is  com- 
pletely finifhed,  the  patient’s  health  ufual- 
3y  returns  to  as  firm  a date  as  before  the  ac- 
ceflion  of  the  fit.  But  when,  for  reafons 
already  given,  and  there  remains  not  in  the 
primae  viae,  and  in  the  fyftem  in  general,  a 
fufficient  degree  of  firength,  for  the  pro- 
duction of  a regular  paroxyfm,  the  difeafe 
becomes  irregular,  or  atonic,  the  nervous 
fymptoms  come  then  to  be  frequent.  For 
the  arthritic  matter  accumulated  in  the  body 
afledts  particularly  the  nerves,  as  has  been 
obferved. 


78.  The  idea  of  the  gout  being  a nervous 
diforder,  will  occur  to  fuperficial  obfervers* 
who  are  inclined  coadopt  this  opinion,  from 
certain  nervous  fymptoms,  which  forne- 
times,  but  not  conftantly,  precede  a regu- 
lar fit  of  the  gout.  Thefe  are,  the  ceafing 
of  that  copious  perfpiration  of  the  feet, 
which  ufually  attends  gouty  conftitutions, 

when 
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when  in  their  bed  health  ; fometimes  a 
numbnels,  with  a fenfe  of  coldnefs  in  the 
legs  and  feet,  alternating  with  an  uneafy 
prickling  fenfation  in  thofe  parts  ; cramps 
in  the  mufcles,  and,  in  fome  cafes,  thefe 
fymptoms  are  felt  in  both  legs,  though  the 
approaching  fit  is  confined  to  one  foot. 
The  great  difficulty  which  in  general  at- 
tends the  inveftigation  of  the  caufes  of  dif- 
> eafes,  and  fometimes  of  fymptoms,  often 

incline  authors  to  pafs  them  over  in  filence, 
even  when  they  are  capable  of  fome  expla- 
nation. This  feems  to  be  the  cafe  with  re- 
gard to  thofe  fymptoms  previous  to  paro- 
xyfms  of  the  gout,  and  of  the  leg  being  fi- 
milarly  affected,  in  which  no  fit  takes  place. 
Thefe  very  fymptoms  fhow,-  that  the  ope- 
rations of  nature  are  more  flow  and  gra- 
dual, than  the  fudden  attack  of  violent  pain 
in  a fit  of  the  gout  would  lead  us  to  con- 
clude. 

79.  Here  is  a procefs  begun,  which  is  to 

produce  a paroxyfm  of  the  gout ; and  this 
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I fuppofe  to  be  a fecretion  of  the  arthritic 
matter,  amongft  the  ligaments  and  tendons 
of  the  joint,  in  which  the  inflammation  and 
pain  are  to  take  place  in  the  approaching 
fit  *.  For  fome  little  time  the  quantity  of 
this  matter  is  fmaller,  and  perhaps  lefs  acrid 
than  it  becomes  afterwards,  but  of  a fuffi- 
cient  degree  of  power  to  affeft  the  nervous 
filaments  of  the  part  where  the  fecretion  is 
made,  which  is  capable  of  producing  all  the 
uncommon  feelings  in  the  foot  and  leg  juft 
mentioned.  This  fuppofition  feems  to  be 

fupported 

|prO*l£  h ■ ' 

* From  the  painful  exercife  of  a long  walk  with  ftrait 
or  fhort  fhoes,  there  remains  a tendernefs  in  the  feet 
for  fome  days.  If  the  perfon  performing  this  journey 
is  of  a gouty  difpofition,  it  is  highly  probable,  from  the 
great  irritability  thereby  induced  on  the  joints  of  the 
feet,  an_d  particularly  on  the  ball  of  the  great  toe,  on 
which  we  ftep  forward,  that  a morbid  fecretion  of  the 
arthritic  matter  begins  to  take  place  immediately  after 
the  walk,  though  the  fit  makes  not  its  appearance  till 
the  third  day  after,  as  more  particularly  mentioned  in 
par.  7.  and  is  attempted  to  be  explained  in  my  Obfer- 
vations  on  the  Animal  Oeconorny,  and  on  the  Cau&s 
and  Cure  of  Difeafes,  fe£t  5.  par.  148.  149,  and  150. 
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Supported  by  tliofe  flight  pains  in  the  foot, 
for  lome  days  before  the  acceffion  of  the 
fit.  The  fame  difagreeable  feelings  in  the 
oppofue  leg  are  entirely  fympathelic,  from 
a fimilaiity  of  texture  and  conflitution  of 
nerves  in  both  legs  at  their  terminations. 
Similar  to  this  is  the  fympathy  of  an  eye, 
ludnev,  tefticle,  or  mamma,  with  thofe  of 
the  oppoiite  fide,  as  has  been  more  fully 
explained  in  fed:.  2.  par.  42.  of  the  above 

.mentioned  publication. 

. 

80.  The  ficknefs,  pain,  flatulency,  and 
other  dilagreeable  fymptoms  felt  in  the  fto- 
mach  and  bowels  for  fome  days  previous 
to  the  acceflion  of  a fit  of  the  gout,  are  pro- 
bably owing  to  the  fame  caufe,  as  is  more 
particularly  explained  towards  the  end  of 
par.  56.  When,  from  a greater  firmnefs 
in  the  nerves  of  the  primae  viae,  no  fuch 
fymptoms  occur,  it  fometimes  happens  that 
an  unufual,  keen,  and  unnatural  appetite 
takes  place  the  day  preceding  the  fit.  This 
remarkable  circumftance  is  mentioned  by 
* . . authors, 
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authors,  particularly  by  Sydenham,  and  I 
have  obferved  it  on  many  occafions*  If 
this  fingular  phenomenon  admits  of  any 
explanation,  we  perhaps  mull  fay,  that  it 
arifes  from  fympathy  with  the  nerves  of 
the  part  in  which  the  inflammation  is  to 
take  place.  For  the  morbid  matter  fecret- 
ed,  ftimulating  thefe  laft,  may  increafe  the 
fenfibility  of  the  nerves  of  the  ftomach, 
and  without  affecting  them  fo  far  as  to 
create  either  pain  or  ficknefs* 

, % 

8 1.  There  is  another  circumftance  ttfhich 
inclines  fome  medical  men,  but  more  par- 
ticularly the  patients  themfelves,  to  believe 
that  this  difeafe  is  a nervous  diforder  ; this 
idea  often  arifes  from  the  fudden  and  ah- 
moll  inftantaneous  movement  of  the  pain 
from  one  foot  to  the  other,  which  is  often 
fucceeded  by  the  ufual  ardent  gouty  in- 
flammation. This  tranfltion  is  often  ac- 
companied with  a quick  difagreeable  fen- 
fation  in  both  legs,  feeming  to  move  from 
the  difeafed  to  the  found  foot  with  the 
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fwiftnefs  of  an  electrical  flrokc.  I his,  fay 
they,  is  entirely  a nervous  affeClion  ; and 
in  fo  faying  they  are  right  \ but  we  ought 
to  inquire  how  the  nerves  come  to  be  thus 
a'ffe&ed.  in  the  fubfequent  part  of  this 
fed  ion,  my  reafons  for  fuppofing  the  fe- 
cretion  of  the  arthritic  matter  to  commence 
fome  days  before  the  accefiion  of  the  gou- 
ty inflammation,  fhali  be  more  futly  dated. 
From  the  fiid  application  of  this  acrid 
fluid  to  the  delicate  nervous  filaments  of 
the  tendons  and  membranes  of  the  joint, 
it  will  gradually  induce  a preternatural  ir- 
ritability in  thofe  parts.  This  preternatu- 
ral irritability  will  be  fufficient  not  only  to 
produce  the  fymptoms  mentioned  in  par. 
78.  but  to  render  the  nerves,  from  which 
thefe  filaments  are  derived,  extremely  fuf- 
ceptible  of  being  fympathetically  affe&ed 
in  their  courfe  through  the  whole  of  the 
. lower  extremities,  i : 

' r * } 

82.  But  fuch  is  the  nature  of  this  difor- 

der,  that  the  pain  arifing  from  the  arthri- 
tic 
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tic  matter  is  often  fo  inftantaneous  and  fe- 
vere,  that  it  readily  accounts  for  the  iym- 
pathetic  affection  of  the  nerves  of  one  ex- 
tremity with  thofe  of  the  other.  This  is 
the  more  eafily  comprehended,  if  we  al- 
low both  fet  of  nerves  to  have  acquired  a 
morbid  irritability,  from  the  preceding  ef- 
fects of  the  difeafe,  and  efpecially  if  we  ad- 
mit the  reafoning  in  par.  79.  on  the  fame 
fubjeft.  That  the  feat  of  the  pain  and  in- 
flammation, fhifts  from  one  foot  to  ano- 
ther, for  reafons  afterwards  to  be  affigned, 
is  certain  ; but  that  an  elaftic  vapour,  or 
aura , fliould  fly  up  one  leg  and  thigh,  and 
down  the  other,  from  the  difeafed  to  the 
found  foot,  as  patients  have  often  exp  re  f- 
fed  themfelves  to  me,  and  appear  to  carry 
with  it  the  active  caufe  of  the  fucceedine 
inflammation,  is  a mere  deception.  For 
when  the  nerves  of  the  difeafed,  or  of  the 
oppofite  foot,  where  the  pain  and  inflam- 
mation are  foon  to  take  place,  are  forcibly 
ftimulated  by  the  arthritic  matter,  the  nerves 
in  the  leg  and  thigh  of  both  extremities 
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will  be  fimultaneoufly  affected,  fimilar  to 
the  ftriking  of  a mufical  firing,  which  will 
caufe  others  to  vibrate  that  are  in  unifon 
with  it. 

83*  The  fhifting  of  the  pain  and  inflam- 
mation fucceflively  from  the  firft  joint  of 
the  great  toe,  to  the  heel,  ancle,  tarfus, 
metatarfus,  and  afterwards,  in  advanced 
ftages  of  the  difeafe,  to  the  fame  parts  in 
the  found  foot,  before  the  paroxyfm  is 
completed,  merits  our  further  confidera- 
tion.  For,  when  the  arthritic  matter  is  fe- 
creted  amongft  the  ligaments  and  tendons 
of  any  part  of  the  foot,  it  may  be  afked, 
why  this  fecretion  continues  not  till  moft 
of  the  arthritic  matter  is  thrown  out  from 
the  circulating  fluids,  or  till  the  fit  of  the 
gout  is  completed  ? In  a queftion  of  fuch 
difficult  folution,  it  may  not  be  in  my  pow- 
er to  give  fo  clear  and  fatisfa&ory  an  ex- 
planation as  might  be  defired  ; but  fuch 
probable  reafons  for  the  movement  of  the 
inflammation  from  one  place  to  another, 

as 
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as  occur  to  me  at  prefent,  I (hall  humbly 
offer  to  the  confideration  of  my  reader.  In 
attempting  this  explanation,  our  beft  me- 
thod will  be  to  obferve,  as  well  as  we  can, 
the  operations  of  nature,  and  the  pheno- 
mena of  the  difeafe.  Let  us,  therefore, 
confider  the  effects  of  the  arthritic  matter 
fecreted  amongft  the  ligaments  and  ten- 
dons of  the  joint,  when  it  is  become  ex- 
tremely acrid,  and  excites  the  moft  excru- 
tiating  pain,  and  an  high  degree  of  inflam- 
mation. 

84.  From  par.  78.  I have  endeavoured 
to  inew,  that  the  fecretion  of  the  arthritic 
matter  is  prior  to  the  pain  and  inflamma- 
tion of  the  joint ; and  from  the  fymptoms 
mentioned  in  par.  79.  this  acrid  matter 
continues  to  be  thrown  out  from  the  circu- 
lating fluids,  for  fome  days  preceding  the 
paroxyfm.  On  the  acceflion  of  the  pain,  and 
for  fome  time  after,  for  the  reafons  to  be  men- 
tioned when  we  come  to  confider  the  effects 
of  pain,  the  fecretion  of  the  arthritic  mat- 
ter 
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ter  appears  to  be  confiderably  increafed. 
But  as  the  feverity  of  the  pain  begins  to 
abate  in  lefs  than  24  hours,  we  muft  fup- 
pofe  that  this  abatement  of  pain  arifes  from 
a ceafing,  or  diminution  of  the  morbid  fe- 
cretion,  aflifted  by  the  powerful  efFedts  of 
the  abforbents.  This  inability  in  the  fe- 
cretory  veflels  to  continue  the  morbid  fe- 
cretion,  is  probably  owing  to  their  having 
loflv  in  fome  degree,  their  tone,  from  an 
accefs  of  irritation  and  the  great  diftenfioa 
of  the  veflels  in  the  preceding  inflamma- 
tion. In  this  debilitated  condition  of  thefe 
fecretory  organs,  they  cannot  be  again  ex- 
cited to  renew  the  morbid  fecretion,  till 
they  have  recovered  their  wonted  irritabi- 
lity, and  healthful  ftate,  which  feldom  hap- 
pens during  that  paroxyfm,  or  at  moft  in 
an  inconfiderable  degree.  When  the  deep 
feated  pain  in  the  joint  begins  to  abate,  the 
morbid  fecretion  and  inflammation  take 
place  in  the  cellular  fubftance,  and  integu- 
ments covering  the  joint,  with  a greater 

deeree  of  rednefs  and  fwelling.  In  this 

ftate, 


concerning  the  Gout . 103 

ftate,  the  diforder  continues  longer,  com- 
monly for  feveral  days,  but  with  lefs  pain 
than  on  its  firft  attack,  and  at  laft  termi- 
nates in  a copious  evacuation  of  the  mor- 
bid matter  by  the  excretories  of  the  {kin. 
The  fame  debility,  with  the  other  effe&s 
of  an’excefs  of  ftimulus  which  took  place  in 
the  veflels  more  deeply  feated  amongft  the 
ligaments  of  the  joint,  appear  likewife  to 
take  place  amongft  thofe  of  the  integu- 
ments, though  more  {lowly,  as  the  pain  is 
lefs  ; for  the  fecretion  of  the  acrid  matter 
at  laft  ceafes,  and  the  difeafe  in  that  part 
gradually  difappears. 

85.  Such  an  attack  of  the  gout  as  I have 
juft  deferibed,  may  complete  the  paroxyfm 
in  the  firft  fits,  or  when  it  is  of  a mild  na- 
ture. But  in  the  more  advanced  ftages  of 
this  diforder,  when  the  arthritic  matter  is 
fo  abundant  in  the  habit  as  to  render  it  im- 
poffible,  for  the  reafons  given,  to  be  thrown 
out  from  the  blood  in  one  topical  inflam- 
mation, nature  will  then  exert  her  powers 

in 
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in  exciting  a fecond,  third,  or  fourth  in- 
flammation, fucceeding  one  another  in  dif- 
ferent ligamentous  parts  of  the  foot  and 
ancle,  which  appears  to  be  the  natural  feat 
of  this  diftertiper.  When  fo  many  inflam- 
mations, fucceeding  one  another,  fuffice  not 
for  the  difcharge  of  the  arthritic  matter, 
then  the  fecretion  and  confequent  in- 
flammation take  place  in  a fimilar  man- 
ner, io  the  tendinous  and  ligamentous 
parts  of  the  found  foot.  In  par.  57. 1 have 
mentioned,  what  we  often  obferve  in  prac- 
tice, that  the  gouty  inflammations  move 
from  the  feet  to  the  knees,  or  to  the  hands, 
and  other  joints  of  the  upper  extremities 
before  the  paroxyfm  is  completely  finifh- 
ed.  1 have  known  the  knees,  and  fome- 
times  the  wr  1 fts,  and  hand,  attacked  in  the 
firft  fit  of  the  gout,  without  the  feet  being 
in  the  leaft  affe&ed,  but  fuch  cafes  are  rare* 
For,  in  general,  it  is  not  till  the  fecretory 
veflels  in  the  feet  have  loft  in  a great  de- 
gree their  aptitude  for  fecreting  the  arthri- 
tic matter,  from  repeated  and  fevere  fits  of 

the 
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the  gout,  that  the  knees,  hands,  wrifts,  and 
other  joints  of  the  arms,  are  feized  with 
the  gouty  inflammation.  In  fuch  patients 
we  obferve  thofe  fwellings  on  the  joints  of 
the  feet  and  hands,  mentioned  in  par.  35. 
They  probably  arife  from  a fluid  thrown 
into  the  cellular  fubftance,  which  by  means 
of  the  abforbents,  thickens  into  a gelati- 
nous confiftence,  probably  different  from 
that  which  excited  the  ardent  inflamma- 
tion ; becaufe  I have  known  them  to  be 
produced  on  the  joints  of  arthritic  patients, 
without  any  previous  inflammation. 

86.  The  manner  in  which  I have  ailed— 
ged  this  inflammation  to  be  produced,  is 
not  peculiar  to  the  gout  ; for  every  fpecies 
of  inflammation  from  internal  caufes,  feems 
to  be  excited  in  the  fame  way,  by  the  fe- 
cretion  of  an  acrid  matter,  flimulating  the 
foft  parts  to  which  it  is  applied.  The  ir- 
ruptrve  fpots  in  the  meafles,  is  a rubifadion 
tending  to  a flight  fuperficial  inflammation 
of  the  fkin,  brought  on,  and  kept  up  by  an 
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evacuation  of  the  morbific  matter,  through 
the  fecretory  veflels  of  the  fkin.  Bur,  when 
this  difeafe  has  nearly  run  its  courfe,  and 
there  remains  not  a fufficient  quantity  of 
the  morbific  matter  to  keep  up  the  flight 
inflammation  of  the  fpots,  their  rednefs 
gradually  declines,  and  they,  at  the  ordi~ 
nary  period  of  five  or  fix  days,  entirely 
disappear.  The  matter  of  the  final!"  pox, 
which  is  fpecifically  different,  is  fecreieu 
from  the  blood  in  the  lame  manner,  and 
its  being  in  a greater  quantity,  and  perhaps 
more  acrid,  produces  a higher  oegree  of 
inflammation,  and  even  fuppuration,  in  the 

form  of  puftules. 

87.  The  immediate  exciting  caufe  of  an 
eryfipelatous  inflammation,  I have  always 
confide  red  to  be  an  acrid  fluid,  thrown  out 
from  'he  blood  on  the  furface,  and  in  the 
interftices  between  the  fibres,  and  the  vef- 
fels  of  the  fkin.  When  the  quantity  of 
this  acrid  matter  is  greater  than  can  exude 

through  the  cuticle,  this  integument  is 

railed 
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raifed  Into  veficles,  or  blitters,  and  from  its 
great  fharpnefs  it  often  produces  fmall 
fores,  and  even  gangrene,  by  occafioning 
the  death  of  the  parts  to  which  it  is  ap- 


88.  If  we  carefully  attend  to  the  accef- 
fion  and  progrefs  of  the  acute  and  chronic 
rheumatifms,  a fimilar  fecretion  fcems  to 
take  place,  though  lefs  in  view  than  in  the 
inftances  juft  given,  becaufe  of  the  deeper 
feat  of  the  difeafe.  In  the  inflammatory 
rheumatifm,  the  pains  in  the  joints,  from 
their  commencement,  fpeedily  increafe  to 
a great  degree  ; but  during  the  feverity  of 
th  is  pain,  from  the  deep  feat  of  the  inflam- 
mation amongft  the  ligaments  and  tendons, 
which  are  not  very  capable  of  inflamma- 
tory diftenfion,  there  is  fcarcely  any  per- 
ceptible fwelling  or  inflammation  of  the 
joint.  Soon  after  this,  the  inflammation 
and  fwelling  of  the  integuments  become 
apparent  ; and,  as  the  fwelling  increales, 

the 
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the  deep  feated  pain  leffens,  and  at  lad  al-* 
mo(t  ceafes,  unlefs  the  joint  is  moved. 

89,  The  only  explanation  of  thefe  phe- 
nomena, I can  fugged,  is  the  fecretion  or 
the  rheumatic  matter,  apd  its  application 
not  only  to  the  furfaces  in  general  of  the 
lieaments  and  tendons,  but  to  thofe  of  the 

o 

fmall  veflels  and  fibres  which  compofe 
their  fubftance,  by  the  irritation  of  which 
the  inflammation  and  pain  are  excited. 
This  fecretion  1 fuppofe  to  be  made  by  the 
exhalent  arteries  which  open  on  every  fur- 
face.  It  commences,  and  continues  for 
fome  time  amongft  the  ligaments  and  ten- 
dons of  the  joint,  as  is  mentioned  above  ; 
then  moves  to  the  integuments  with  an  al- 
leviation of  pain,  though  with  confiderable 
inflammation,  fwelling,  heat,  and  drynefs 
of  the  part,  and  is  at  lall  performed  by  the 
exhalent  arteries  and  excretory  veflels  of 
the  Ikin,  which  produce  a copious  perfpi- 
ration,  towards  the  declenflon  of  the  in- 
flammation. This  divides  the  progrefs  of 

the 
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the  inflammation  into  three  diftindt  ftages, 
and  is  perfectly  iimilar  to  a fit  of  the 
gout. 

/ 

9©.  If  this  dodtrine  is  true,  we  muft, 
from  the  uniformity  of  nature  m her  ope- 
rations, fuppofe,  that  all  other  inflamma- 
tions from  internal  caufes  are  produced  in 
a Iimilar  manner.  For  the  inflammations 
at  the  commencement  of  inflammatory  fe-» 
vers,  as  the  pleurify,  peripneumony,  in- 
flammations of  the  liver,  &c.  likewife  thofe 
inflammations  which  fometimes  occur  to- 
wards the  crifis,  and  during  the  convales- 
cent ftate  of  fevers,  fee m all  to  be  excited 
by  an  acrid  matter  previoufly  fecreted  from 
the  blood.  I know  not  if  the  quantity  of 
fluid  matter  of  a whitifh  colour,  found  on 
the  Surface  of  the  inteftines  after  death,  oc- 
cafioned  by  the  puerperal  fever,  is  a proof 
of  this  dodtrine.  But  the  fluid,  Similar  in 
its  appearance  to  what  is  called  pus,  with 
which  the  lungs,  pleura,  &c.  have  been 
pbferved  to  be  covered,  without  our  being 
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able  to  difcover  the  fmalleft  fore,  or  im- 
polthume  from  the  preceding  inflammation, 

I humbly  apprehend  to  be  an  evidence  of 
its  truth,  as  is  the  perfpiration  which  ac- 
companies inflammations  ending  in  refolu- 
tion.  Further  teftimonies  of  inflamma- 
lions  being  excited  by  a fluid  fecreted  from 
the  blood,  are,  a thickening  of  the  liga- 
ments and  membranes  of  the  joint,  after 
repeated  fits  of  the  gout,  and  fwellings 
which  arife  from  a colledlion  of  gelatinous 
matter  in  the  cellular  fubftance  under  the 
fkin,  as  defcribed  in  the  note  to  par.  35. 
The  fame  appearances,  though  feldom,  and 
always  in  a lefs  degree,  which  happen  af- 
ter feveral  attacks  of  the  inflammatory 
rheumatifm,  and  likewife  the  fchirrous 
fwellings  which  fometimes  remain  after  in- 
flammations of  the  glands,  and  other  foft 
parts,  evince  this  faft. 

91.  In  our  endeavours  to  inveftigate  the 
eaufes  of  certain  fymptoms,  which  fome- 
times precede  a regular  fit  of  the  gout,  and 

of 
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of  the  fubfequent  inflammation,  I have 
been  naturally  led  to  confider  the  caufe  of 
inflammation  in  general.  This  is  no  doubt 
one  of  the  moll  important  lubjeds  in  the 
hiftory  of  difeafes  ; for  the  inflammation 
of  particular  parts  of  the  body  is  com- 
mon to  fevers  in  general,  and  at  the  com- 
mencement of  thofe  of  the  inflammatory 
kind,  often  conftitutes  the  moll  eflential 
circumftance  of  the  difeafe,  to  which  the 
greateft  attention  ought  to  be  paid.  Be- 
fides,  the  caufe  of  this  inflammation  is  of- 
ten fo  conneded  with  the  original  caufe  of 
the  fever,  that  it  is  difficult  to  take  a diffe- 
rent view  of  them.  For  thefe  reafons,  and 
becaufe  the  feveral  theories  I have  feen  on 
inflammation  are  fo  obfcure  and  unfatisfac- 
tory,  with  regard  to  its  origin,  I am  inclin- 
ed to  proceed  with  fome  further  obferva- 
tions  in  confirmation  of  the  above  theory. 

92.  Befides  the  natural  ftimulus  of  the 
blood,  and  that  of  the  vital  fluid  abforbed 
from  the  air  in  refpiration,  applied  to  the 

internal 
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internal  furfaces  of  the  heart  and  arteries* 
by  which  the  circulation  is  chiefly  carried 
on,  as  will  be  fully  demonftrated  in  a differ- 
tation  on  the  Vital  Motions  foon  to  be  pre- 
fented  to  the  public  ; it  is  accelerated  by 
various  other  caufes.  Thefe  are  heat,  ex- 
ercife,  ftimulants  applied  to  the  ftomach 
and  bowels,  pain,  paflions  of  the  mind,  and 
acrid  fubftances  abforbed’,  or  generated  in 
the  body,  by  which  the  natural  ftimulus  of 
the  blood  is  increafed  If,  by  the  a&ion  of 
any  of  thefe  caufes,  the  circulation  is  quick- 
ened, and  the  blood  carried  through  the 
arteries  with  confiderable  force,  the  fkin 
acquires  more  or  lefs  of  a reddifh  colour,  e- 
fpecially  in  fome  fevers,  and  febrile  difor- 
deis,  previous  to  an  eruption  on  the  fkin. 
Such  an  increafe  of  ftimulus  to  the  inter- 
nal furface  of  the  fmali  arteries,  may,  on 
certain  occafions,  produce  a fecretion  by 
the  excretory  veflels  of  a morbid  matter, 
when  it  exifts  in  our  fluids  ; but  I doubt 

much  if  any  increafe  of  ftimulus  in  the 

blood, 


concerning  the  Gout . 


113 

blood,  is  capable  of  producing  a permanent 
inflammation,  previous  to  fuch  a fecretion. 

93.  The  fimplicity  of  this  dodrine  ought 
not  to  be  any  objedion  to  its  probability, 
efpecially  as  it  is  perfectly  fimilar  to  the 
manner  by  which  every  inflammation  is 
excited,  from  irritating  fubdances  external- 
ly applied  to  the  fkin,  or  to  any  organifed 
part  of  the  body.  It  is  to  this  lad  circum- 
ftance  of  irritation,  we  mud  look  for  the 
caufe  of  every  fpecies  of  inflammation, 
which  are  extremely  different,  according 
to  the  nature  of  the  irritating  fubdances. 
But  to  give  us  a didind  idea  of  the  man- 
ner by  which  inflammation  is  raifed  from 
irritation  alone,  let  us  take  a view  of  the 
effeds  of  mechanical  violence  on  any  part 
of  the  body,  and  of  acrid  fubdances  appli- 
ed to  its  furface, 

94,  If  a thorn,  or  other  extraneous  fub- 
dance  is  lodged  in,  or  under  the  fkin,  the 
pain  which  it  produces,  not  only  from  the 
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laceration  of  the  foft  parts  through  which 
it  has  palled,  but  by  its  preffure  on  the  fur- 
rounding fubdance,  and  elpecially  by  its 
angles  and  points,  a greater  quantity  of 
blood,  than  in  a natural  (late,  is  propelled 
through  the  fmall  veffels  of  the  part  affect- 
ed, from  their  ofcillatory  motions  being 
proportionably  increafed.  Under  thefe 
circum dances  of  irritation,  and  of  increaied 
aCtion  of  the  fmall  arteries,  their  diameters 


are  enlarged.  This  enlargement  of  thefe 
veffels,  is  gradually  extended  to  the  adjoin- 
ing fmall  arteries,  until  the  inflammation 
has  acquired  its  utmofl  extent.  In  this  ad- 
vancement of  the  difoi der,  the  iednejS  be- 
comes more  vivid,  from  the  violent  exten- 
fion  of  the  veffels,  and  from  thofe  that 
were  invifible  in  their  natural  date  having 
come  into  view  ; a fwelling,  of  courfe,  is 


obferved,  accompanied  with  an  increafe  of 
heat,  pain,  and  throbbing  of  the  part  af— 
feded.  During  this  period,  fome  impedi- 
ment, or  obdruCtion,  feems  to  be  given  to 
the  free  circulation  of  the  blood,  through 
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the  fmall  arteries  to  their  correfponding 
veins,  probably  at  that  point  of  partition 
where  the  artery  is  faid  to  terminate,  and 
the  vein  to  begin.  This  appears  not  to  a- 
life  from  any  contraction,  or  diminution  of 
the  diameters  of  the  fmall  arteries,  but  from 
a larger  quantity  of  blood  being  propelled 
through  them  in  a given  time  than  for- 
merly, which  fhould  naturally  produce  a 
contrary  effeCt.  From  the  great  force  ex- 
erted by  the  fmall  arteries  in  this  date  of 
obftru&ion,  to  propel  their  fluids,  the  very 
fmall  veflels  arifing  from  thefe  arteries,  car- 
rying in  their  natural  ftates  pellucid  fluids 
to  the  cells  of  the  cellular  fubftance,  and 
other  furfaces,  are  gradually  enlarged,  and 
carry  to  their  terminations  thicker  fluids 
than  when  in  a healthy  (late,  and  fome- 
times  the  blood  itfelf. 

\ 

95.  Such  an  inflammation  as  is  juft  def- 
erred, may  terminate  in  refolution,  fup- 
puration,  or  mortification.  If  the  extra- 
neous body  is  early  removed,  and  before 

the 
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the  furrounding  parts  have  been’raifed  to  any 
confiderable  degree  of  inflammation,  which 
precludes  large  incifions  for  its  extraction, 
then  it  ufually  terminates  in  refolution  ; 
fuch  a degree  of  inflammation  only  re- 
mains as  is  the  unavoidable  confequence  of 
wounds.  In  tracing  an  inflammation  from 
an  extraneous  fubflance,  I have  carried  it 
no  further  than  was  confiftent  with  the 
idea  of  its  being  ftill  capable  of  terminat- 
ing by  refolution.  For  my  prefent  inten- 
tion is  only  to  give,  to  the  beft  of  my  judg- 
ment, a true  reprefentation  of  the  manner 
in  which  inflammations  are  in  general  ex- 
cited. 

/- 

£ ^ 

96.  The  elfeCts  of  acrid  fubftances,  as 
the  mineral  acrids,  common  cauftic,  lunar 
cauftic,  and  others  of  a fimilar  nature,  ex- 
ternally applied,  are  fomewhat  different, 
according  to  the  particular  fpecies  of  acri- 
mony they  poffefs,  but  chiefly,  to  the  de- 
gree of  activity  with  which  they  are  en- 
dowed, in  irritating,  ordeftroying  the  foft 

parts 
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parts  to  which  they  are  applied.  For,  from 
the  very  weak  condition  in  which  they  may 
be  ufed,  to  their  moft  concentrated  and  ac- 
tive date,  rubifaftion,  inflammation,  blis- 
tering, or  even  the  deftrudtion  of  the  fkin 
and  Subjacent  parts,  may  be  produced. 
Hence  it  appears,  that  acrid  fubftances  appli- 
ed to  the  fkin,occafion  an  inflammation, pro- 
portionable to  the  degree  of  irritation  there-* 
by  excited  ; and  that  the  above  mentioned 
fubftances,  in  their  greateft  degree  of  ftrength, 
are  not  only  capable  of  deftroying,  in  a 
fhort  time,  the  foft  parts  to  which  they  are 
applied,  but  even,  under  certain  circum- 
ftances,  of  diflolving  them  ; however,  their 
ufual  efledt  is  Similar  to  that  produced  by 
the  application  of  a red  hot  iron  to  the 
fkin,  from  which  they  have  obtained  the 
name  of  cauftics. 

97.  Our  daily  pra&ice  with  Spanifli  flies 
in  powder,  mixed  with  un&uous  ingre- 
dients, in  form  of  a cerate  or  plafter,  and 
applied  to  the  fkin,  exhibits,  in  the  cleared 

manner, 
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manner*  the  gradual  effe&s  of  acrid  fub- 
ftances  externally  applied.  Unlefs  in  per- 
ions  who  have  their  fkin  uncommonly  de- 
licate, it  is  three  or  four  hours  after  fuch 
an  application,  before  the  rubifadtion  takes 
place,  and  from  the  continued  irritation  of 
the  Spanifh  flies,  gradually  increafes  to  a 
high  degree  of  inflammation.  Soon  after 
this,  the  cuticle  is  raifed  in  blifters,  from 
the  quantity  of  fluid  thrown  out  by  the 
lymphatic  arteries  terminating  on  the  fur- 
face  of  the  fkin  ; and  the  ultimate  effed:  in 
bliftering  the  part,  is  commonly  obtained 
in  ten  or  twelve  hours  after  the  application 

of  the  plafter. 

98.  Heat  applied  to  the  body,  in  any 
confiderable  degree  above  its  ftandard,  has 
effects  on  the  fkin  and  fubjacent  parts,  fi- 
milar  to  thofe  of  acrid  fubftances.  Like 
them  alfo  its  powers  of  inflaming,  or  in 
deftroying  the  foft  parts,  is  always  in  pro- 
portion to  the  degree  of  heat,  and  time  of 
its  application. 

99.  So 
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99.  So  far  was  neceflary  to  {hew  the  ef- 
fects of  mechanical  irritation,  and  that  of 
acrid  fubftances  applied  to  the  fkin,  in  the 
produdlion  of  inflammation.  But  to  pro- 
ceed farther  on  this  fubjedt,  or  to  the  con- 
federation  of  the  feveral  ways  in  which  in- 
flammations terminate,  fo  well  known  to 
practical  phyficians  and  furgeons,  is  here 
unneceflary.  It  may,  however,  be  remark- 
ed, that  thefe  artificial  inflammations  dif- 
fer, in  fome  refpedfs,  from  thofe  arifing  from 
internal  caufes.  The  former  are  more  fi- 
milar  to  one  another,  terminate  more  rea-  ' 
dily  in  refolution,  and  their  coniequences 
are  not  of  fuch  magnitude  and  danger  to 
the  fyftem.  Unlefs  where  their  effe&s 
have  extended  beyond  the  fkin,  their  fi- 
milarity  is  evident.  On  the  removal  of 
the  irritating  caufe,  a flop  is  in  general  put 
to  the  inflammation,  efpecially  if  proper 
means  are  ufed  for  deftroying,  or  waffling 
off  fuch  parts  of  the  acrid  fubftances  as  may 
have  infinuated  themfelves  into  the  pores 
of  the  Ikin.  Acrid  fubftances  externally 

applied. 
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applied,  are  no  doubt  capable  of  producing 
the  fame  fatal  effects,  either  from  a def- 
tru&ion  of  a confiderable  portion  of  the 
foft  parts,  or  when  a large  furface  of  the 
Ikin  is  violently  inflamed  by  them.  But, 
where  their  effe&s  are  more  circumfcribed, 
and  do  not  proceed  further  than  the  pro- 
duction of  a few  blifters,  there  is  little  or 
no  danger  ; and  a temporary  inconve- 
nience is  in  general  all  that  is  to  be  appre- 
hended  in  fuch  cafes.  But  inflammations 
arifing  from  internal  caufes  are  more  dif- 
fimilar,  as  the  gout  and  eryfipelatous  in- 
flammations differ  from  a phlegmon,  and 
this  laft  from  an  indolent  fcorbutic  inflam- 
mation, &c.  When  an  inflammation  from 
an  internal  caufe  takes  its  feat  on  the  fur- 
face  of  the  body,  the  danger  and  the  con- 
fequences  of  it  are  infinitely  lefs  than  thofe 
which  affeCf  the  vifcera,  or  internal  parts 
of  the  body,  which  are  more  fatal. 

i 

too.  Since,  from  the  preceding  pars,  it  is 
evident,  that  irritation  externally  applied 

uniformly 
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uniformly  produces  inflammation  ; it  is 
reafonable  to  fuppofe  that  the  operations 
of  nature  muft  be  fimilar,  when  the  fame 
or  fimilar  diforders  are  excited  from  inter-* 
nal  caufes.  For  the  fame  effe&s  being  ob- 
ferved,  which  we  have  known  to  take  place 
from  a particular  caufe,  we  muft  fuppole 
the  fame,  or  a fimilar  caufe,  to  have  produced 
them.  Such  is  the  difference,  however,  a- 
mongft  acrimonious  fluids,  that  fome  ap- 
pear to  a£t  on  the  blood-veflels  and  nerves, 
and  excite  an  inflammation  immediately 
after  they  have  been  fecreted  from  the 
blood  ; while  others  feem  to  remain  in  a 
ftate  of  ftagnation  for  fome  time,  before 
they  acquire  a fufficient  degree  of  acrimo- 
ny to  produce  the  fame  effect. 

i oi.  Though  I confider  every  inflam- 
mation, from  an  internal  caufe,  to  arife 
from  an  acrid  matter  thrown  out  from  the 
circulating  fluids,  yet  the  quantity  is  ofren 
fo  fmall,  and  of  lo  mild  a nature,  as  to  ter- 
minate by  refolution  without  injuring  the 
body.  But,  when  the  quantity  of  matter 
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is  larger,  more  acrid,  and  fuppofed  to  be  a 

0 

critical  diicharge,  all  attempts  to  a cure  \yf 
relolution,  or  to  check  fuch  inflammations, 
are  found  to  be  injurious  to  the  fyftem. 
No  phyfician  of  judgment  ever  attempts  to 
flop  the  progr'efs  of  the  inflammation  of 
the  joint  in  a fit  of  the  gout,  in  an  ardent 
eryfipeiatous  inflammation,  or  a large  phleg- 
mon ; though  lie  may  attempt  to  leflen 
the  fymptomatic  fever  attending  thefe  two 
kft  cafes,  by  bleeding,  and  gentle  purges, 
which  (ometimes  have  alfo  the  efled:  to 
leflen  the  extent  of  the  inflammation. 

102.  The  obiedtion  juft  made  to  the 
cure  bv  refoiution,  can  be  only  applicable 
to  fuch  external  inflammations  as  are  a- 
bove  fpecified.  For  every  internal  inflam- 
mation being  attended  with  danger,  our 
utmoft  efforts  ought  to  be  ufed  to  remove 
it.  This  we  endeavour  to  accomplifli  by 
the  means  juft  mentioned,  low  diet,  and 
the  application  of  a bliftering  plafter,  op- 
pofite  to  the  part  inflamed*  This  laft  is 

one 
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one  of  our  moft  fuccefsful  remedies  in  lef- 
fening  a deep  feated  inflammation,  or  in  re- 
moving it  entirely  to  the  bliftered  part,  as 
fhall  be  more  particularly  explained  in  a 
fubfequent  paragraph.  Venefedtion,  when 
freely  ufed,  is  of  the  greateft  benefit  to- 
wards a cure  by  refolution  ; by  it  the  impulfe 
of  the  blood  is  proportionably  leflened,  and 
the  fymptomatic  fever  abated.  The  other 
good  effects  of  bleeding  in  the  cure  of  in- 
flammations are  known  only  by  our  fuc- 
cefs  ; for  they  are  not  rightly  explained. 
This  evacuation  makes  a correfponding  de- 
pletion of  the  blood-veflels  ; low  diet  and 
purging  have  the  lame  effect,  and  if  this 
antiphlogiftic  regimen  is  not  carried  to  ex- 
cefs,  the  action  of  the  abforbents  is  thereby 
proportionably  increafed. 


103. 


But  the  moft  powerful  means  em- 

\ 


ployed  by  nature  in  the  cure  of  infla  arna- 
tion  by  refolution,  is  abforption.  For  the 
mouths  of  the  lymphatics,  opening  on  e- 
very  furface,  and  ever  adlive,  abforb  the 

fuper- 
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fuperabundant  fluid  thrown  out  by  the  ex- 
halent  arteries,  whether  in  a natural  or 
morbid  date.  But  1 have  fuppofed  a mor- 
bid matter  from  the  exhalent  arteries,  irri- 
tating the  foft  parts,  to  be  the  original 
caufe  of  inflammation,  which  mu  A ceafe 
on  its  being  carried  ofF  by  the  abforbents. 
In  its  paifage  through  the  lymphatics,  and 
lymphatic  glands,  to  the  fubclavian  vein,  it 
probably  undergoes  fome  change  ; and  af- 
terwards, in  the  courle  of  the  circulation, 
its  morbid  condition  is  fo  corre&ed,  as  to 
fit  it  to  be  thrown  out  by  the  ufual  emunc- 
tories.  Thefe  powers  of  the  lymphatics 
are  more  particularly  explained  in  a fepa- 
rate  treatiie  on  Abforpuon,  which  1 hope 
to  be  able  to  publifh  in  a fhort  time,  and 
to  which  I muft  refer  for  a further  eluci- 
dation of  this  fubjed.  It  mull,  however, 
be  remarked,  that,  in  fome  inflammations 
of  the  (kin,  vifcera,  and  pleura,  fo  great  a 
difcharge  of  the  morbid  matter  is  made  by 
the  excretory  veflels,  as  contributes  to  lef- 

fen5  and  often  produces  an  entire  refoiu- 

tion 
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tion  of  the  inflammation.  It  is  the  remains 
of  a difcharge  of  this  nature  with  which 
we  find  the  pleura,  lungs,  and  other  vif- 
cera,  covered  after  death,  as  mentioned  in 
par.  90.  We  muft  not  however,  in  fuch 
cafes,  fuppofe  the  abforbents  on  thefe  fur- 
faces  to  be  altogether  inactive  ; but  it  is 
the  thinner  parts  of  thefe  fluids  that  is  moft 
readily  abforbed.  The  reft,  therefore,  muft 
acquire  a thicker  confiftency,  and  as  it  ap- 
proaches the  nature  of  coagulable  lymph, 
will,  from  its  agglutinating  quality,  prove 

the  caufe  of  thofe  adhefions  of  the  vifcera 

* / 

to  one  another,  and  to  the  fides  of  the  ca- 

/ 

vities  of  the  thorax  and  abdomen,  which 
fo  often  take  place  after  inflammations. 

\ *.  , .u 

104.  As  pain  is  the  moft  grievous  cir- 
cumftance  which  attends  a regular  parox- 
yfm  of  the  gout,  and  other  ardent  inflam- 
mations, it  may  not  be  improper  to  fug- 
geft  what,  perhaps,  are  fome  of  the  inten- 
tions of  nature  in  exciting  pain  in  the  cure 
of  difeafes.  It,  in  the  firft  place,  calls  our 

attention 
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attention  to  the  feat  of  the  diforder*  and  to 
apply  fuch  means  as  experience  has  taught 
us  to  be  ufeful  in  alleviating  the  pain,  and 
in  the  cure  of  the  difeafe.  When  the  caufe 
is  external,  the  further  progrefs  of  the  in- 
flammation is  ufually  flopped,  by  remov- 
ing the  irritating  or  acrid  fubftances. 

105*  But  the  greateft  benefit  derived 
from  pain,  excited  by  inflammation,  is  a 
proportionably  iricreafed  fecretion  of  the 
morbid  matter,  which  firft  produced  it. 
By  what  laws  in  the  economy,  this  deri- 
vation of  acrid  fluids  from  the  blood,  where 
k muft  be  equally  diflufed,  to  the  part  firft 
inflamed,  takes  place,  1 know  not,  though 
we  are  certain  of  the  fadt  For  this  we 

can 

* Sydenham,  and  others  who  were  afflicted  with 
the  gout,  have  obferved,  that  the  more  violent  the  in- 
flammation and  pain,  the  fhorter  and  more  complete 
will  be  the  paroxyfm,  and  the  longer  the  fucceeding 
interval.  It  has  alfo  been  obferved  by  phyficians  of 
ptadVife,  that,  when  the  feverity  of  the  pain  was  taken 

oft 
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can  imitate  ; or  rather  we  can,  by  the  ap- 
plication of  a bliftering  plafter,  excite  na- 
ture to  a true  reprefentation  of  it.  By  this 
means  we  often  remove  deep  feaced  pains*, 
flight  inflammations,  and  leffen  thofe  of 
confiderable  magnitude,  by  folliciting  the 
difcharge  of  the  morbid  matter  to  the  blis- 
tered part.  Mod  of  the  advantages  ob- 
tained from  blifters  in  fevers,  are  produced 
by  an  evacuation  of  part  of  the  morbific 
matter,  which,  in  fome  fevers  of  a malig- 
nant nature,  fmells  very  ofFenfively.  We 
muft  reafon  in  the  fame  manner  on  the 
benefit  derived  from  ifiues,  and  fetons,  in 
certain  difeafes  : for  nature  has  a wonder- 
ful  tendency  to  throw  off  acrid  fluids  by 
the  fkin,  efpecially  when  follicited  by  art. 

106.  In  confirmation  of  thefe  obferva- 

tions., 

afF  by  opium,  the  duration  of  the  fit  was  protra&ed ; 
and  the  fame  thing  is  known  to  take  place  in  the  chro- 
nic afthma,  when  opium  is  daily  exhibited.  Thefe  ob- 
fervations,  and  the  obvious  explanation  of  them,  arc 
proofs  of  the  above  doftrine. 
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tions,  it  may  be  remarked,  that,  when  an 
acrimonious  fluid  exifts  in  the  blood,  though 
the  perfon  under  that  circumftance  may 
enjoy  good  health,  yet9  when  a fevere  pain 
is  railed,  or  a wound  inflicted  on  any  part 
of  the  body,  the  bad  ftate  of  the  blood  is 
often  difcovered  by  an  afflux  of  morbid 
humours  to  the  part  affe&ed.  A confide- 
rable  bruife  or  wound  in  a fcrophulous  ha- 

Ud 

bit,  though  the  perfon  has  been  apparently 
free  from  the  difeafe  for  many  years,  ufu- 
ally  brings  on  a return  of  his  former  dilor- 
der.  The  eryfipelatous  inflammations  which 
fometimes  follow  the  application  of  a blif- 
tering  plafter,  which  are  different  from 
thole  raifed  by  the  Spanilh  flies,  may,  in 
certain  cafes,  be  owing  to  a peculiarity  of 
conftitution  in  the  nerves  of  the  fkin.  But, 
at  other  times,  this  inflammation,  and  efpe- 
daily  when  accompanied  with  fmall  boils 
and  ulcers,  muff  be  afcribed  to  an  acrimo- 
nious fluid  thrown  on  the  part  inflamed. 
In  rheumatic  conftitutions,  a return  of  the 

diforder  is  often  owing  to  a drain  in  the 

ancle 
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ancle,  knee,  lumbar  vertebrae,  or  fome  o- 
ther  joint  ; the  fame  accidents  often  pro- 
duce premature  fymptoms  of  the  gout. 
But  it  is  unneceflary  to  enlarge  further  on 
a iubjedt  lo  well  known  to  the  practical 
phylician.  However,  notwithstanding  the 
molt  frequent  caufe  of  fits  of  the  hone 
may  be  eafily  understood  from  the  above 
remarks,  yet,  as  it  has  not  hitherto  been 
explained,  1 think  it  proper  to  fubjoin  the 
following  obfervations  on  that  fubjeft. 

107*  A fit  of  the  hone  may  be  occafU 
oned  by  a catarrh,  by  fympathy  with  the 
pnmae  viae,  when  opprefled  with  acidity 
and  phlegm,  and  by  the  motion  of  a car- 
riage, or  other  exercife*  But  its  attack  of- 
ten occurs  without  any  apparent  caufe,  and, 
dn' fuch  occafions,  an  afflux  of  an  acrid  fluid 
on  the  internal  coat  and  neck  of  the  bladder, 
is  to  be  fufpeded.  This  afflux  is  foilicited 
by  the  preternatural  irritability  of  thcfe 
parts,  from  the  motion  of  the  hone  ; and 
die  paroxyfms  are  always  accompanied 

R with 
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with  a morbid  fecretion  of  mucus,  which 
is  confpicuous  in  the  urine.  If  the  fit  was 
occafioned  merely  by  the  fridion  of  the 
ftone,  it  fhould  continue  till  the  (lone  was 
extraded  ; but,  after  a few  days,  or  weeks, 
the  patient  recovers  his  ufual  health,  or  at 
leaft  a ftate  of  eafe,  in  which  he  can 
walk,  or  ufe  other  exercife  moderately, 
without  much  inconvenience.  For,  as  the 
afflux  ceafes,  the  inflammation,  and  mcreai- 
ed  irritability  depending  on  it,  will  like- 
whe  ceafe.  The  intervals  of  eafe  are  va- 
rious in  different  perfons,  depending,  per- 
haps, on  the  ftrength,  or  general  health  of 
individuals.  From  the  inflamed  ftate  of 
the  internal  coat  and  neck  of  the  bladder, 
and  from  Co  exquifite  a ftn  Ability  of  theie 
parts,  that  they  cannot  fuffer  the  fmalleft 
quantity  of  urine  to  lie  on  their  furiaces, 
arife  thole  involuntary  fpafmodic  exertions 
to  free  the  bladder  of  its  contents,  in  which 
confifts  he  agonizing  part  of  a fit  of  the 
ftone.  When  the  intervals  between  the 
paroxyfins  are  complete,  or  when  the  mo- 
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tion  of  the  ftone  gives  no  great  uneafinefs, 
we  may  fuppofe  the  coats  of  the  bladder  to 
be  found.  But,  after  a great  number  of 
paroxyfms,  and  from  the  nature  and  fize 
of  the  ftone,  there  is  no  complete  interval 
of  eafe,  the  paroxyfms  return  more  fre- 
quently, continue  longer,  and  are  more  fe- 
vere  ; it  is  then  probable,  that  the  bladder 
is  in  a difeafed  ftate.  This  is  occafioned 
by  the  repeated  inflammations  in  the  fits 
of  the  ftone,  during  the  courfe  of  the  dif- 
eafe ; and  always  indicates  the  danger 
which  would  attend  the  operation  for  the 
ftone,  in  fuch  cafes. 

108.  Although  the  excretory  veffels  of 
the  fkin,  and  of  the  kidneys,  are  the  moft 
ufual  emun£tories,  by  which  the  blood  is 
freed  from  every  fpecies  of  acrimony,  yer, 
in  tfce  great  variety  of  acrid  fluids  generat- 
ed in  the  body,  there  are  feveral,  which,, 
when  accumulated  to  a certain  degree,  have 
a tendency  to  affedt  a particular  part  of  the 
body.  This  is  fo  uniformly  the  cafe,  that 

prac- 
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practitioners  often  judge  of  the  nature  of 
the  acrimony,  from  the  parts  affe&ed.  I he 
primae  viae  and  the  lungs  fuffer  in  a par- 
ticular manner  from  the  morbific  matter 
in  the  chin-cough  ; certain  red  fpots  on  the 
{kin,  accompanied  with  a fever,  and  trou- 
blefome  cough,  charadterife  the  meafles  ; 
the  lymphatic  glands  fuffer  in  the  fcrophu- 
la,  the  bones  in  this  lad  difeafe,  and  in 
the  rickits  ; the  (kin  is  the  chief  feat  of  e- 
ryfipelatous'  inflammations  ; the  joints  of 
the  arthritic  matter  ; and,  were  it  neceflary, 
fimilar  obfervations  might  be  made  on  a 
variety  of  other  acrid  fluids,  which  affedb 
certain  parts  of  the  body,  and  conftitute 
diftindt  difeafes. 

109.  But,  in  what  manner  thefe  morbid 
fluids  adt  on  the  fyftem,  fo  as  to  produce 
fuch  fymptorns  as  readily  £hew  the  nature 
of  the  difeafe,  refusing  from  their  adtion,, 
cannot  with  certainty  be  explained.  One 
naturally  relinquifhes  a fubjedt  fo  obfcure 
without  bellowing  a thought  on  it,  from 
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an  impreffion  of  the  impoffibility  of  trac- 
ing nature  in  fo  myfterious  a proceis,  with 
any  degree  of  fuccefs.  Although  in  this 
refped  1 incline  to  follow  my  predecefTors* 
yet  I beg  leave  to  refer  my  readers  to  what 
I have  faid  on  the  nature  of  different  fti- 
muli,  and  of  the  variety  of  conftitution  of 
the  nerves  at  their  terminations,  in  diffe- 
rent parts  of  the  body,  in  the  four  laft  pa- 
ragraphs of  fe&ion  2d  of  my  Obfervations 
on  the  Animal  Economy,  &c.  There  it  is 
fhewn,  that  the  nerves,  originally  the  fame 
in  the  brain,  and  perhaps  throughout  their 
Gourfe,  acquire,  for  their  different  offices  in 
the  economy,  a variety  of  powers  and  fen- 
fibility,  correfponding  to  the  ftrudure  and 
organization  of  the  parts  in  which  they 
terminate. 

no.  This  diverfity  of  fenfibility  is  the 
moft  probable  caui'e  of  the  mobility  ol  cer- 
tain parts  of  the  fyftem,  on  the  application 
of  particular  ftimuli  ; while  the  reft  of  the 
body  is  no  othervvife  affeded,  than  ufually 

happens. 
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happens  from,  general  fympathy.  It  is 
from  this  circumftance,  that  we  muft  ac- 
count for  the  adtion  of  morbid  ftimuli, 
which  appear  to  be  extremely  different  from 
one  another,  each  adting  in  a manner  pe- 
culiar to  itfelf,  or  with  what  is  called  a 
fpecific  ftimulus,  irritating  the  nerves  of  a 
particular  part,  while  the  reft  are  little  af- 
fedted. For,  if  morbid  fluids  in  circulation 
are  fo  equally  diffufed  through  the  whole 
mafs,  that  every  drop  of  blood  contains  its 
exadt  proportion  of  them,  and  certain  parts 
only  of  the  fyftem  are  thereby  affedted  ; 
then  we  muft  fuppofe  this  to  arife  from  a 
fpecific  ftimulus,  or  a particular  conftitu- 
tion  of  nerves  in  the  part  affedted,  or  from 
both  thefe  circumftances.  It  is  in  this  way 
only,  that  we  can  account  for  the  adtion  of 
various  morbid  fluids  in  the  produdtion  of 
different  difeafes.  Notwithftanding  thefe 
remarks,  it  muft  be  confefled  that  this  fub- 
ju£t  is  far  from  being  exhaufted.  But,  as 
my  intention  is  to  give  a general  idea  of  it 
only,  I fhall  leave  the  further  confideration 

of 
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of  critical  and  morbid  difcharges  to  thofe 
who  may  have  more  time  and  abilities  for 
fuch  purfuits.  My  principal  intention  in 
introducing  this  fubjed  was,  to  offer  the 
beft  reafons  that  I could  fugged,  for  the 
morbid  matter  which  produces  the  rheu- 
matifm  and  gout,  affeding  condantly  the 
joints,  and  efpecially  in  the  regular  parox- 
yfms  of  this  lad  diforder. 

ill.  Hitherto  the  greated  attention  in 
my  power  has  been  employed  to  trace  the 
origin  of  the  gout  to  the  effeds  of  the  re- 
mote caufes  on  the  primae  viae,  and  the 
fydem  in  general.  Some  pains  have  been 
taken  to  (hew  the  generation,  and  gradual 
accumulation  of  the  arthritic  matter  in  the 
habit,  until  a confiderable  portion  of  it  is 
thrown  off  from  the  circulating  fluids,  in 
the  periodical  paroxyfms  of  the  gout.  The 
manner  in  which  occafional  caufes  operate, 
in  producing  fits  of  the  gout,  has  been  ex- 
plained* F»*om  the  fymptoms  which  ac* 
company  regular  paroxyfms,  the  inflam- 
matory 
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matory  difpofirion  of  this  diftemper  is  made 
evident*  Such  proofs  are  given  of  the  ex- 
iftence  of  this,  and  other  acrimonious 
fluids,  with  their  effe£tsv  according  to  the 
variety  or  fpecies  of  the  morbid  matter  af- 
fecting the  fyftem,  as  are  eftablifhed  by 
numberlefs  practical  observations.  Some 
analogy  between  the  caufe  of  the  gout  and 
that  of  certain  nervous,  hypochondriac,  and 
foyfteric  disorders,  and  the  various  effects  of 
the  arthritic  matter  in  different  conftitu- 
tions,  are  pointed  out.  The  caufe  of  the 
numbnefs  in  the  legs,  and  other  anoma- 
lous complaints,  previous  to  a regular  fit  of 
the  gout,  is  fuggefted.  In  confidering  the 
fudden  movement  of  the  pain,  and  inflam- 
mation, from  the  difealed  to  the  found  foot, 
fome  light  has  been  thrown  on  die  caufe 
of  that  extraordinary  phenomenon.  The 
pain  and  inflammation  fhifting  from  one 
part  of  the  foot  to  another,  until  the  pa- 
roxyfm  is  compleated  ; the  knees3  hands, 
and  other  joints  becoming  the  feat  of  gou- 
ty inflammation,  in  advanced  ftages  of  the 
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difeafe,  and  the  origin  of  fwel lings  on  the 
joints,  have  been  explained.  The  adion 
of  acrid  fluids,  fecreted  from  the  blood,  in 
producing  inflammations,  is  (hewn  to  be 
fimilar  to  the  adion  of  mechanical  violence, 
of  acrid  fubflances  applied  to  the  {kin,  and 
other  foft  parts.  The  powers  of  the  ab- 
fcrbents,  and  exhalent  arteries,  in  the  cure 
of  inflammation  by  reiolution,  are  exhibit- 
ed. There  are  fome  oblervations  relative 
to  digeftion,  the  effeds  of  ardent  fpirits, 
on  the  utility  of  pain,  and  feveral  other 
particulars,  all  tending  to  explain  the  true 
nature  of  the  gout,  and  its  caufe ; but 
which  1 forbear  to  mention  in  this  Ihorc 
analyfls  of  the  prdent  fubjed. 

I 12.  How  far  I have  fucceeded  in  my 
endeavours  to  fatisfy  my  readers  on  thefe 
feveral  fubjeds,  muft  be  left  to  others. 
But,  as  l prefer  the  charader  of  being  ufe- 
ful,  to  that  of  b ing  ingenious  ; fo  i would 
pride  myfelf  more  on  the  difcovery  of  an 
effectual  cure  for  the  gout,  than  on  the 
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moft:  approved  treatife  that  could  be  writ- 
ten on  this  difeafe.  But,  as  no  fuch  reme- 
dy is  yet  known,  our  beft  plan  at  prefent, 
for  the  unfortunate  fick,  perhaps,  is  to  free 
the  hiftory  of  this  difeafe,  as  much  as  can 
be  done,  from  the  obfcurity  in  which  it 
has  hitherto  been  involved.  By  this  me- 
thod, which  has  been  here  attempted,  we 
fhall  be  led  to  the  ufe  of  fuch  medicines 
and  means,  as,  from  the  nature  of  the  dif- 
order,  feem  beft  fuited,  either  to  favour  the 
cure,  or  to  obtain  relief  to  the  patient. 
Irom  a more  intimate  knowledge  of  this 
diftemper,  we  are  enabled  to  adopt  or  re- 
fuch  medicines  and  means,  with  whofe 
properties  we  are  acquainted,  as  may  have 
been  ftrongly  recommended  to  our  pa- 
tients on  the  impyrical  plan  of  cure.  This 
circumftance  alone  is  of  material  advan- 
tage, as  we  can  thereby  prevent  the  exhi- 
bition of  fuch  remedies  and  applications, 
as  experience  has  fhewn  to  have  a tenden- 
cy to  obftrud  the  natural  courle  of  the  dif- 
prder,  which  cannot  be  done  with  impu- 
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nity,  and  feldom  without  danger.  For 

there  is  no  difeafe  in  which  greater  mif- 
chief  is  done  by  counteracting  nature,  than 
in  the  gout,  as  will  evidently  appear  from 
the  following  obfervations  on  the  cure  of 
that  difeafe. 


> u ' 1 


- -T  J 


ilOJ" 


sdod 

OVBd 

sirlT 


■ ■ r~  p * ■ 

m tbsjm 
> 02  bsbfi 
07U0  fo  rifJr 
If  nSIfJiO 
1x3  3 fit  irt'iV'jia 


ffivbfi 


in’ 


rr 1 5 -i 

H «J£fl 

;n  3 Hi 


n )! 


ON 


II  r ) , 


140 


An  Inquiry 


ON  THE 

CURE  OF  THE  GOUT, 

AND 

* * gr  ^ ..  f-x.  d 1 

The  Manner  by  which  the  Means * 
propofed produce  their  Jalutary  Ef- 
jfeffis. 


SECTION  IL 

I *3-  TP  HP:  RE  is  no  hiftory  of  a difeafe, 
in  which  the  plan  of  cure  is 
more  riiftin&lv  pointed  out,  than  in  that  of 
the  gout  : For  it  has  been  the  uniform 
opinion  of  phyficians,  to  which  mankind 
in  general  have  aflented,  that  a full  diet 

and  fedentary  life,  are  the  remote  caufes  of 

\ 

the  acquired  gout.  It  naturally  follows, 

that 
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that  temperance  and  exercife,  the  oppofites 
of  the  remote  caufes,  mud  be  the  mod  ef- 
.edtual  means  in  the  cure  of  this  didemper# 
When  pnrfued  with  perfeverance  and  at- 
tention, even  in  fuch  cafes  as  admit  not  of 
a complete  cure,  they  contribute  to  the  ge- 
neial  health  of  the  patient,  the  prolonga- 
tion of  the  intervals,  and  the  regularity  and 
mildnefs  of  the  fit3.  It  is,  however,  much 
be  to  regretted,  that,  amongd  the  great  num- 
ber of  examples  of  this  difeafe,  very  few  are 
capable  of  a complete  cure.  This  is  chief- 
ly owing  to  the  nature  of  the  diforder,. 
but  in  a great  meafure  to  the  negled  of  it 
at  its  commencement,  and  the  want  of  re- 
folution  in  the  patients  to  fubmit  to  that 
regulation  of  diet  and  exercife,  in  which 
the  cure  mud  chiefly  confifl.  By  a Arid 
and  condant  adherence  to  this  plan,  1 am 
perfuaded  that  this  difeafe,  in  many  indan- 
ces, might  be  cured  ; but,  when  negle&ed, 

I know  no  medicine  that  can  produce  the 
fame  effect,  notwithdanding  the  impudent 
boadings  of  quacks  to  the  contrary. 
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1 14.  In  the  gout  there  are  two  princi- 
pal curative  indications  ; the  firft  is  to  pre- 
vent, as  much  as  poffible,  the  generation  of 
the  arthritic  matter;  and,  fecondly, to  pro- 
mote the  expulfion  of  it,  when  generated, 
by  the  excretories  of  the  {kin,  and  the  o- 
ther  emunaories.  The  former  is  obtained 
by  temperance,  the  latter  by  labour  and 
exercife.  This  is  a {hort  reprefentation  of 
f;>as,  but  fufficient  to  give  a general  idea 
of  the  plan  of  recovery,  in  all  fuch  cafes 
where  it  can  be  proiecuted  with  propriety 
and  fuccefs.  For,  at  certain  periods  of  this 
difeafe,  after  the  ftrength  of  the  conftitu- 
tion  has  been  reduced  by  a number  of  pa- 
roxyfms,  and  efpecially  if  the  perfon  is  ad- 
vanced in  life,  fuch  a plan  of  cure  is  far 
from  being  admiffible  ; becaufe,  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  diet  of  fuch  perfons,  and  even 
of  their  cordial  drink,  when  taken  in  mo- 
deration, would  be  to  reduce  their  ftrength, 
and  render  the  diforder  atonic,  which  might 
otherwife  continue  in  regular  fits  for  many 

years.  For  it  is  only  at  the  commence- 
ment 
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mcnt  of  this  vj-iforder,  before  any  material 
injury  has  been  done  to  the  constitution, 
either  by  repeated  paroxyfms,  or  by  age 
advancing,  and  while  the  body  ftill  letains 
its  ulual  firmnefs  and  aptitude  for  motion, 
that  we  can  hope  to  fucceed  in  the  cure  of 
this  dileafe,  by  a ftridt  regimen  of  diet  and 
exercife. 

by  4 : - I 

I 

1 15.  From  the  few  cures  of  the  gout 
that  have  been  accomplished,  when  com- 
pared to  the  great  number  of  cales  in  which 
the  diforder  has  continued  during  life,  an 
opinion  prevails,  that  it  is  altogether  incur- 
able, This  is  certainly  contrary  to  expe- 
rience, in  many  inftances  ; but  it  is  much 
to  be  regretted  that  fuch  a belief  Should 
have  become  fo  general,  as  it  difcourages 
the  unfortunate  patient  from  the  profecu- 
tion  of  the  plan  of  recovery,  with  that  ar- 
dour and  fteadinefs  which  is  fo  neceffary 
to  infure  fuccefs.  There  are  other  circum- 
stances which  tend  greatly  to  fruftrate  the 
beft  intentions ; fuch  as  the  love  of  fociety, 

fp 
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fo  produdive  of  informationfimprovement, 
and  happinefs  to  mankind.  From  this 
fource  arifes  a propensity  to  convivial  meet- 
ings, which,  from  the  common  intercourfe 
of  men,  can  fcarcely  be  a voided.  It  is  on- 
ly the  hermit  and  the  mifer,  that  can  refill 
the  temptation  to  thofe  pleafures  and  a- 
mufements,  which  are  fo  calculated  to  ex- 
tend our  knowledge  of  men,  and  our  friend- 
fhip  with  one  another.  Befides,  it  Seldom 
happens  that  the  constitution  is  materially 
injured  by  the  moderate  enjoyment  of  Such 
Societies  ; it  is  only  the  abufe  of  Such  plea- 
furesj  by  too  frequent  an  indulgence  in 
them,  that  we  Should  guard  againd,  as  in- 
jurious to  the  health,  and  even  to  the  ex- 
ercife  of  the  mental  faculties.  For  we  are 
no  otherwife  apprehenfive  of  the  pleafures 
of  the  table  for  a day,  than  that  in  delicate 
conflitutions  it  may  occafion  Some  diforder 
in  the  ftomach,  or  head-ach  next  day,  pro- 
vided that  temperance  is'pradifed  for  a 
seafonable  time  after.  The  hazard  of  dif- 
eafe,  is  from  intemperance  becoming  habi- 
tual ; 
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tual  5 or  what  is,  perhaps,  more  certain  in 
producing  the  gour,  though  flower  in  its 
effeds,  is  a full  diet,  with  ftrong  liquors  to 
exhilaration  twice  a day,  with  an  inadive 
fedentary  life. 

1 1 6.  But  the  great  difficulty  we  have, 
in  entering  on  the  cure  of  the  gout,  is  to 
get  rid  of  thofe  indulgences,  which,  from  a 
long  pradice,  have  become  habitual,  and 
of  courfe  are  given  up  with  pain  and  re- 
ludance.  The  valetudinary,  as  well  as  the 
man  in  health,  wiflies  to  avoid  Angularity* 
and  drives  to  hide  the  neceflity  he  is  un- 
der of  paying  attention  to  his  health,  which 
fubjeds  him  to  inconveniencies,  and  fome- 
times  to  an  increafe  of  his  diforder.  A 
great  obftrudion  to  our  progrefs  in  the 
cure  of  the  gout,  arifes  from  the  indepen- 
dant fituation  of  moft  of  the  perfons  affiid- 
ed  with  that  diftemper.  They  are  often 
men  of  rank,  men  in  public  office,  or  em- 
ployed in  fome  of  the  learned  profeffions  ; 
and  a number  of  others,  who,  from  the  na- 
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ture  of  the  bufinefs  in  which  they  are  en- 
gaged, are  obliged  to  lead  a fedentary  life,, 
and  from  their  opulence,  or  ealy  circum- 
ftances,  live  fully,  and  much  at  their  eafe. 
The  exercife  neceffary  for  the  cure  of  the 
gout,  can  fcarcely  be  effe&ed  by  fuch  per- 
fons,  who  have  been  fo  little  in  the  habit 
of  bodily  exertions.  Befides,  when  either 
the  difeafe  has  become  inveterate,  or  they 
are  advanced  in  life,  the  temperance  and 
exercife,  prefcribed  in  the  cure  of  the  young 
and  robuft,  are  by  no  means  advifeable  in 
fuch  cafes. 

1 17.  Another,  and  perhaps  not  the  leaftr 
difficulty  we  have  to  encounter  in  the  cure 
of  this  diftemper,  is  the  too  find  regimen 
prefcribed  on  that  account,  for  as  there 
is  no  difeafe  that  appears  in  different  per- 
fons,  with  a greater  or  lefs  degree  of  ieve- 
rity,  than  the  gout  ; fo  the  regimen  pre- 
fcribed ought  likewife  to  vary,  according 
to  the  circumftances  of  the  diforder.  If 
the  gout  is  fo  prevalent  in  the  habit,-  as  in 

the 
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the  cafe  of  Thomas  Wood,  miller  at  Bille- 
ricay,  in  the  county  of  Eflex,  and  the  pa- 
tient has  fortunately  equal  ftrength  of  con- 
ftitution,  and  the  fame  refolution  with  him,, 
as  to  perfevere  in  fo  flender  a diet,  as  a 
pound  and  a half  of  flour  pudding  twice  in 
the  twenty  four  hours  * ; I believe  that  the 
balance  between  health,  and  a painful  dii- 
order,  will  be  greatly  in  his  favour.  But 
fuch  cafes  are  rare;  and,  when  they  happen, 
we  are  feldoin  fuccelsful  in  them,  either 
becaufe  of  the  want  of  the  qualifications 
juft  mentioned,  or  that  advice  is  not  aiked, 
till  the  difeafe  is  advanced  fo  far  as  to  ren- 
der a complete  cure,  by  fuch  means,  im- 
practicable or  doubtful.  For  our  fuccefs 
in  the  cure  of  the  difeafe  by  temperance 
and  exercife,  will  always  be  in  proportion 
to  the  diftance  of  time  from  the  fir  ft,  or  fe- 
cor.d  paroxyfm,  at  which  this  regimen 
commences. 

* Medical  Tranf.  by  the  College  of  Phyficians,  Lon- 
don, Vol.  2 page  259. 
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1 1 8.  In  the  cure  of  the  gout,  there  is  a 
circumdance  we  ought  ever  to  keep  in 
view,  becaufe,  on  the  degree  of  attention 
paid  to  it,  our  fuccefs  depends.  This  is  the 
prefervation  of  the  drength  of  the  patient, 
as  far  as  is  in  our  power,  and  is  confident 
with  our  plan  of  cure,  or  of  alleviating  the 
diiorder.  This  circ um dance  fhould  be  our 
guide  in  the  regulation  of  the  diet  and  ex- 
ercife,  which  ought  always  to  be  propor- 
tioned to  the  drength  of  the  conditution, 
and  date  of  the  difeal'e.  Hence  mud  arife 
a confiderable  diverfity  in  the  regimen  pre- 
fcribed  for  perfons  affli&ed  with  the  gout. 

1 19.  In  the  young  and  robud,  when  the 
difeafe  is  of  a mild  nature,  and  of  no  long 
Handing,  meat  may  be  allowed  at  din- 
ner, provided  they  eat  only  of  one  difh, 
and  abdain  from  drong  liquors.  But, 
when  the  gout  is  hereditary,  and  evidently 
prevails  in  the  conditution,  then  a milk 
and  vegetable  diet  may  be  neceflary  to  pro- 
duce the  fame  good  efFed s3  by  freeing  the 

patient; 
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patient  of  the  paroxyfms,  or  by  protract- 
ing the  intervals,  and  rendering  the  difeafe 
milder.  In  confutations,  however,  lefs  ro- 
buft,  we  muft  proceed  with  more  caution  ; 
for  fuch  perfons  feldom  bear  well  the  fud- 
den  tranfition  from  a full  to  a ipare  diet. 
For  the  ftomach  being  deprived  of  part  of 
its  ufual  ftimulus,  the  patient  now  and  then 
complains  of  flatulency,  ficknefs,  and  fome- 
times  of  pain  in  the  ftomach  and  bowels. 
On  which  account  it  is  found,  from  ex- 
perience, more  advifeable,  to  bring  the  pa- 
tients by  degrees  to  the  diet  fuited  to  their 
particular  fituation,  than  to  make  the 
change  at  once  from  a full  to  a fpare  diet. 
By  this  way  of  proceeding,  we  come  gra- 
dually to  know,  how  far  the  diet  may  be 
reduced  without  injury  to  the  health  of  the 
patient,  or  the  reduction  of  his  ftrength  ; 
and,  when  we  have  arrived  at  this  know- 
ledge, the  mod  eflential  part  of  our  plan 
of  recovery  is  obtained. 
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12 o*  If  the  patient  has  been  accuftomed 
to  drink  wine,  or  other  ftrong  liquors,  the 
fame  method  muft  be  obferved  in  weaning 
him  from  them,  till  water  alone  comes  to 
fee  his  beverage.  Some  exceptions  may 
be  made  to  this  general  rule,  when  vinous 
liquors  may  be  given  as  a cordial,  but 
ought  feldom  to  be  permitted  as  a necefla- 
ty  article  at  their  meals.  T.  his  may  be 
thought  too  ftriCt  a regimen,  but  will  be 
found  more  effedual  in  the  cure  or  allevia- 
tion of  the  gout,  than  when  ftrong  liquors 
are  drank,  though  moderately,  at  their 
meals.  For  1 am  confident  that  ftrong  li- 
quors, and  indolence,  have  a greater  fnare 
in  the  production  of  this  tineafe,  than  a 
meat  diet,  when  accompanied  with  iuuable 
exercife.  For  it  is  well  known,  that  the 
American  Indians,  and  other  favage  na- 
tions who  live  by  hunting  and  fiihing, 
have  no  fuch  diforder  ; and  the  ingenious 
IVlr  Smellie,  in  his  excellent  book  on  thm 
Philofophy  of  Natural  Hiftory,  remarks, 

that  i The  Laplanders  drink  water,  or  a- 

‘ nimal 
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f nimal  oils,  but  never  tafte  bread  or  fait. 

« They  live  in  a pure  air,  and  have  fufficient 
1 exercifc.  Their  conftitutions  are  attem- 
* pered  to  the  coldnels  oi  the  climate  ; and 
c they  are  remarkable  for  vigour  and  lon- 
4 gevity.  The  gout,  the  ftone,  the  rheu- 
4 matifm,  and  many  other  difeafes  which 
4 torture  the  luxurious  in  milder  climates, 

4 are  totally  unknown  to  them  'V 

I2i.  The  exercife  prefcribed  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  gout,  fhould  vary  ac- 
cording to  the  ftrength,  fituation,  and  diet 
of  the  patient.  In  ftrong  conftitutions,  it 
may  approach  to  what  we  would  call  la- 
bour ; which  mav  be  varied  according  to 
the  inclination,  or  habit  of  the  perfon,  in 
particular  exercifes.  Riding  and  walking, 
in  which  may  be  enjoyed  the  amufeme'nts 
of  filhingandfowling;  and,  where  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  lakes,  or  navigable  rivers  will 
permit,  the  rowing  a boat,  I confider  as 
preferable  to  moft  other  exercifes.  But, 
for  the  prefervation  of  the  ftrength,  the 

quantity 
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quantity  of  food  fhould  be  increafed  in  pro* 
portion  to  the  labour.  In  perfons  lefs  ro* 
buft,  or  more  advanced  in  life,  the  gentlef 
exercifes  of  billiards,  bias  bowls,  &c.  fhould 
be  for  fome  time  fubftituted  in  the  place  of 
thofe  juft  mentioned  ; and,  as  the  patient 
gains  ftrength,  his  exercifes  may  be  increaf- 
ed ; but  ought  never  to  be  continued  to 
crreat  wearinels  or  fatigue.  The  lame  de- 
gree of  labour  cannot  be  preicribed  for 
thofe,  who,  on  account  of  the  prevalence 
of  the  gout,  are  n duced  to  a milk  and  ve- 
getable diet  ; but,  when  the  dilorder  ap- 
. pears  to  be  diminifhed,  their  diet  and  ex- 
ercife  fhould  be  increafed. 

122.  If,  from  the  time  the  gout  has 
continued  in  the  habit,  the  number  and 
feverity  of  the  paroxyfms,  or  the  perfon’s 
approaching  to  his  50th  year,  there  is  lit- 
tle probability  of  a complete  cure  ; then 
our  endeavours  fhould  be  folely  confined 
to  render  the  difeafe  as  mild  as  it  can  be 
done  with  fafety,  or  is  confident  with  the 

prefer- 
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prefervation  of  the  health  and  ftrength  of: 
the  patient,  during  the  intervals.  In  luch 
cafes,  meat  or  freffi  fiffi,  may  be  allowed 
at  dinner,  but  the  patient  ffiould  be  reftri£t- 
ed  to  one  diffi  ; with  the  meat  may  be  ta- 
ken a moderate  quantity  of  vegetables,  and 
with  the  fiffi,  pudding.  To  prevent  dis- 
orders in  the  ftomach,  fuch  articles  as  are 
difficult  of  digeftion,  and  lefs  perfpirable 
than  other  meats,  fuch  as  pork,  ham,  geefe, 
ducks,  &c.  ffiould  be  avoided, 

123.  If  the  patient  has  been  accuftomed 
to  ftrong  liquors,  a moderate  quantity  at 
his  meals  ffiould  be  allowed.  But  as  a re- 
gularity in  the  ufe  of  vinous  liquors,  is  apt 
fometitnes  to  occafion  an  indulgence  in 
them,  which  produces  debility  and  indo- 
lence, and  increafes  the  feverny  of  the  dif- 
eafe,  it  is,  in  moft  cafes,  more  advifeable  to 
ufe  wine,  and  fpirits,  only  as  a cordial, 
when  particular  complaints  require  them. 
From  the  immediate  relief  that  wine  and 
fpirits  afford,  when  ficknefs,  faintnefs,  or 

U pain 
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pain  in  the  ftomach  and  bowels,  take  place, 
in  gouty  conftitutions,  arifes  a general  be- 
lief of  their  being  indifpenfible  at  meals. 
This  may  be  the  cafe  with  thofe,  in  whom 
a long  habit  of  drinking  ftrong  liquors,  or 
when  confiderable  debility,  arifing  from 
the  feverity  of  the  diforder,  has  rendered 
the  frequent  repetition  of  them  neceffary. 
But  when  no  fuch  habit  has  taken  place, 
and  the  body  is  firm  and  adtive,  wine 
fhould  be  ufed  only  as  a medicine,  and  not 
as  an  article  of  diet.  I am  fenfible  of  the 
imperfection  of  thefe  general  rules,  for  the 
regulation  of  the  diet,  exercife,  and  the  ufe 
of  wine,  in  gouty  conftitutions  ; for,  in 
fome  inftances,  they  cannot  be  applied; 
but,  in  all  fuch  cafes,  it  muft  be  left  to  the 
phyfician  to  accommodate  the  regimen  to 
the  particular  circumftances  of  his  patient. 

124.  In  par.  30.  are  mentioned  the  rea- 
fons  for  fuppofing  a diminution  of  perfpi- 
ration,  to  be  partly  the  caufe  of  the  accu- 
mulation of  the  arthritic  matter  ; and  here 

it 
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it  may  be  obferved,  that  a free  perfpiration, 
kept  up  by  exercife,  and  other  gentle 
means,  contributes  to  the  cure  of  this  clii- 
temper.  On  which  account,  the  regular 
friction  of  the  whole  body,  and  particular- 
ly of  the  affected  limbs,  every  day,  con- 
duces to  the  general  health,  and  ftrength 
of  the  patient.  This  pra&ife  is  extremely 
falutary  ; it  gently  exhilerates,  quickens  the 
circulation,  increafes  the  fecretion  by  the 
fkin,  and  makes  up,  in  fome  degree,  for  the 
want  of  exercife.  Warm  cloathing  is  ge- 
nerally recommended  in  gouty  conftitu- 
tions,  and  with  propriety  ; but  it  ought 
not  to  exceed  much  their  accuftomed  drefs, 
till  age,  or  the  diforder  renders  it  necefla- 
ry.  When  flannel  waiftcoats,  or  fhirts 
come  to  be  indifpenfiblej  on  account  of  a 
fufceptability  of  catching  cold,  which  ufual- 
ly  arifes  from  confinement  or  a fedentary 
, life,  by  fhifting  them  often  they  feel  warm- 
er, and  the  fecretion  by  the  fein  is  thereby 
increafed* 


\ 
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125.  But  exercife  is  the  mod  natural 
way  of  promoting  this  evacuation  ; and  as 
the  greateft  benefit  is  derived  from  it,  it 
ought  to  be  continued  daily,  and  without 
intermiffion  during  life  ; for  the  leaving 
off  an  accuftomed  exercife,  is  generally  fol- 
lowed by  an  increaie  of  the  diforder,  and 
fometimes  by  the  atonic  gout,  from  a re- 
tenfion,  and  more  fpeedy  accumulation  of 
the  arthritic  matter.  When  from  age,  or 
the  difeafe  advancing,  and  from  a ftiffnefs 
in  the  joints,  the  patient  becomes  incapa- 
ble of  his  ufual  exercife,  then,  warm  bath- 
ing properly  conduded,  is  of  great  fervice 
in  alleviating  '.the  diforder.  The  good  effeds 
of  this  pradife  is  well  known  in  the  city 
of  Bath  ; where  the  water,  in  the  king’s 
bath,  is,  at  its  fource,  about  I200  warm; 
but,  from  the  expofure  of  a large  furface, 
in  the  bath,  it  may  not  exceed  1 io#  or  1 12* 
of  heat ; which,  however,  has  no  advan- 
tage over  fimple  water,  when  raifed  to  the 
fame  temperature.  For  the  benefit  receiv- 
ed from  heat,  and  moifture,  mull  be  the 

fame, 
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fame,  whether  from  Bath,  or  fimple  water 
railed  to  the  fame  degree  of  heat  ; which 
not  only  excites  a free,  and  copious  per- 
fpiration, during  the  time  the  perlon  re- 
mains in  the  bath,  but  even  afterwards 
feems  to  increafe  their  ufual  perfpiration, 
by  the  flun  being  thereby  cleaned  and  foft- 
ened.  To  this  method  of  obviating  the 
bad  effects  of  obftrufted  perfpiration,  are 
to  be  aferibed  the  chief  advantages  of  warm 
bathing,  to  valetudinarians,  in  the  cure,  or 
alleviation  of  rheir  difeafes.  Benefit  is  like- 
wile,  fuppofed  to  accrue,  from  the  abforp- 
tion  of  water,  by  the  lymphatics  ; and  by 
a regular  courfe  of  warm  bathing,  in  gou-^ 
ty  conftitutions,  it  is  probable,  that  the  ar- 
thritic acrimony,  accumulated  in  the  habit, 
is  thereby  deminifhed. 

N 

126.  The  long  journeys  which  many  of 
the  valetudinarians  are  obliged  to  make, 
before  they  arrive  at  Bath,  the  great  tem- 
perance. and  regularity  obferved  by  them 
while  they  remain  there,  and  the  drinking 

the 
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the  Bath  water,  all  contribute  to  the  efta- 
blifhment  of  their  health.  The  heat  of 
the  Bath  water,  and  the  quantity  of  fixed 
air,  with  which  it  is  faturated  when  juft 
drawn  from  its  fource,  caufes  it  to  fit  light 
on  the  ftomach,  and  enables  the  patient  to 
drink  more  of  it  than  he  can  of  fimple  wa- 
ter, or  of  the  fame  water  after  it  has  loft 
its  heat,  and  fixed  air,  by  being  expofed  in 
open  veffels  for  a fhort  time.  The  medi- 
cal virtues  of  Bath  water,  compared  to  fim- 
ple water,  arife  from  the  greater  quantity 
of  heat  and  fixed  air  it  contains  ; for  the 
reft  of  its  contents  can  have  very  little  ef- 
fect in  the  cure  of  chronic  difeafes  *• 

1 27.  When  from  the  long  continuance 

of  intermittents,  bilious  fevers,  or  other  fe- 
brile 

* By  an  analyfis  I made  of  the  Bath  water,  many 
years  ago,  a pint  contains  three  grains  and  a half  of 
Glauber  fait,  fix  grains  and  a half  of  marine  fait,  and 
the  two  and  thirtieth  part  of  a grain  of  iron  ; which 
laft  ingredient,  it  holds  in  folution  by  means  of  the 
fixed  air. 
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brile  diforders,  caught  in  damp,  or  in  warm 
climates,  the  primae  viae,  and  fyftem  in 
general  are  greatly  debilitated^  the  Bath 
water  to  fuch  valetudinarians  is  of  great 
fervice.  On  fuch  occalions,  the  beneficial 
effeds  muft  be  afcribed  to  the  heat  of  the 
Bath  water,  which  frees  fuch  perfons  from 
ficknefs,  and  pains  in  the  ftomach  and 
bowels,  to  which  they  are  fubjed  while 
they  continue  to  drink  cold  water,  or  other 
cold  beverage,  but  leave  them  as  foon  as 
they  begin  the  ufe  of  the  Bath  water.  A 
fimilar  delicacy  in  the  ftomach  and  bow- 
els, but  from  a different  caufe,  often  takes 
place  in  gouty  conftitutions.  Perfons  long 
afflided  with  the  gout,  can  feldom  venture 
on  a full  draught  of  cold  water  without 
hazard  ; but  can  drink  freely  of  the  Bath 
water  diredly  from  the  pump,  not  only 
with  fafety,  but  with  pleafure. 

128.  The  regular  drinking  of  the  Bath 
water,  has  a fingular  effed  in  leffening  con- 
fjderably  the  defire  forftrong  liquors,  which 
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enables  the  fick  to  bear  with  eafe,  that  tem- 
perance fo  neceffary  for  their  recovery* 
For  perfons  who  refort  to  Bath,  on  ac- 
count of  the  gout,  rheumatifm,  or  fuch 
diforders  of  the  ftoraach  and  bowels  as  are 
juft  mentioned,  have  from  the  preternatu- 
ral irritability  of  the  fyftem,  during  the 
prevalence  of  their  diforders,  a heat  and 
thrift  beyond  what  is  natural  to  a healthy 
ftate.  But  as  fimple  water,  drank  cold, 
often  occafions  fome  uneafinefs  in  the  fto- 
mach  of  fuch  valetudinarians,  they  ufually 
mix  with  it  wine,  or  fome  vinous  fpirit, 
to  obviate  that  inconvenience,  which  al- 
ways has  the  effed  to  keep  up  the  febricu- 
la  and  thrift.  As  foon,  however,  as  they 
begin  to  drink  the  Bath  water,  their  thrift 
ceafes ; and,  of  courfe,  the  defire  for  their 
former  beverage,  likewife  abates.  Several 
ftomachic  perfons  informed  me,  that  they 
had  ufually  a return  of  their  complaints  in 
five,  or  fix  weeks  after  their  departure  from 
Bath  ; which  obliged  them  to  return  there 
for  relief.  It  did  not  occur  to  them  that 

it 
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it  was  owing  to  the  heat,  and  fixed  air  in 
the  Bath  water,  they  chiefly  owed  their 
recovery  ; but  were  convinced  of  this 
truth  when  by  my  advice  they  drank, 
with  the  fame  beneficial  effects,  Piermount, 
Seller,  or  common  water,  faturated  with  fix- 
ed air,  and  raifed  to  the  heat  of  120°,  by 
adding  to  them  about  a third  of  boiling 
water  ; which  is  a practice  I have  recom- 
mended in  fimilar  cafes,  with  fuccefs,  ever 
fince  the  year  1756. 

129.  It  is  true,  that  a free  perfpiration, 
kept  up  by  exercife,  muft  be  confidered  as 
preferable  to  that  obtained  by  any  other 
means  ; for,  while  we  are  thereby  leflening 
the  accumulation  of  the  arthritic  matter, 
the  general  health  and  ftrength  of  the  pa- 
tient are  alfo  obtained.  But  this  precludes 
not  the  ufe  of  medicines  that  increafe  per- 
fpiration, when  their  operation  is  of  a mild 

nature  ; for  fuch  as  raife  any  confiderable 

\ 

difturbance  in  the  primae  viae,  are  not  ad- 
miffible  in  gouty  conftitutions.  There  are, 

X however, 
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however,  very  few  remedies  that  from  their 
known  properties  are  calculated  to  alleviate, 
and  not  one,  that  is  yet  known,  deferves 
the  name  of  a fpecific  in  the  gout. 

130.  Remedies  that  have  been  fuppofed 
ufeful  in  diminifhing  the  feverity  of  the 
difeafe,  were,  fimple  or  compound  decoc- 
tions, or  infufions  of  woods,  barks,  and 
leaves,  and  other  parts  of  vegetables  of  a 
pungent  aromatic  flavour  and  tafle,  taken 
commonly  at  bed  time.  Gum  guaiac  has 
been  ufed  for  many  years,  under  a variety 
of  forms,  in  arthritic  diforders  ; but  the 
moft  ufual  prefcription  is  the  volatile,  or 
fpiritous  elixir,  from  25  to  50  drops,  in 
fome  warm  fpiritous  vehicle  ; and  though 
naufeous,  and  difagreeable  to  delicate  fto- 
machs,  yet  from  its  fuccefs,  in  many  cafes, 
it  is  in  general  ufe  among  practitioners  for 
the  anomalous  complaints  of  the  irregula! 
gout.  While  thefe  medicines  continue  to 
raife  a gentle  perfpiration,  and  prove  laxa- 
tive, they  abate  the  feverity  of  the  di (or- 
der ; 
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der  ; and  efpecially  with  thofe  who  from 
their  age,  debility,  and  ftiffnefs  of  the  joints, 
are  incapable  Gf  much  exercile.  But  as  thefe 
remedies  are  in  general  uncertain  in  their 
operation,  and  often  produce  little  or  no 
effeft,  they  are  foon  laid  afide.  For  many 
years,  a large  draught  of  an  infufion  of  tan- 
fy,  taken  at  bed  time,  was  a favorite  re^* 
medy  for  the  gout.  In  a few  inftances  it 
operated  in  the  manner  juft  mentioned, 
and  was  thought  to  be  of  fervice  ; but  in 
the  greateft  number  of  cafes,  it  having  no 
fuch  effedt,  was  at  laft  confulered  rather  as 
an  innocent  than  an  a&ive  medicine. 

13 1.  In  ancient,  as  well  as.  in  modern 
times,  the  long  lift  of  fimples,  known  by 
the  name  of  ftomachic  bitters,  have,  in  a 
great  variety  of  formulae,  been  recom- 
mended in  the  cure  of  the  gout.  Their 
character  in  this  refpcdt  has  been  various, 
but  the  fuccefs  with  them  has  been  the 
fame  in  all  ages.  In  cafes  of  dyfpepfia,  or 
want  of  appetite,  which  frequently  occur, 

both 
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both  in  the  regular,  and  irregular  gouts, 
infufions  of  bitters  and  aromatics  in  water, 
in  wine,  and  in  ardent  fpirits,  have  been 
ufed  with  advantage  ; a fpiritous  men- 
ftruumis  in  general  preferred  in  gouty  con- 
ftitutions  ; but  when  the  patient  has  not 
been  much  accuftomed  to  ftrong  liquors, 
infufions  of  them  in  boiling  water  are  e- 
qually  efficacious.  Thofe  who  have  been 
more  in  the  pradfife  of  drinking  wine,  re- 
quire about  a fixth  part  of  brandy  to  be 
added  to  the  infufion  in  water,  to  make  it 
fit  light  on  the  ftomach.  In  moft  cafes, 
where  a fpiritous  menftruum  is  wanted, 
a table  fpoonful  of  equal  parts  of  tindere 
of  the  bark,  and  the  ftomachic  elixir  of 
our  Difpenfatory,  in  a glafs  of  water,  twice 
a day,  anfwers  very  well  the  intention  of 
ftomachic  bitters.  But  the  proportion  of 
the  ftomachic  tinaure  may  be  varied,  from 
the  above,  to  one  fifth  of  the  mixture,  ac- 
cording to  the  pleafure  of  the  prefcriber,  or 
tafte  of  the  patient, 

132.  As 
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132.  As  we  have  luppofed  the  gout  to 
arife  from  fome  defeat  in  the  powers  of 
digeffion,  it  is  reafonable  to  imagine,  that 
fuch  medicines  as  ftrengthen  the  primae 
viae,  reftore  the  appetite,  and  mend  the 
digeftion,  fhould  counteract  the  caufe  of 
the  diforder.  But,  as  we  find  not,  from  ex- 
perience, that  ftomachic  bitters  have  any 
remarkable  effect  in  this  way,  we  cannot, 
therefore,  fafely  depend  on  them  for  a cure 
of  this  diftemper.  In  debilitated  dates  of 
the  primae  viae,  they  may  be  taken  for 
fome  time  with  benefit ; but,  when  the  end 
is  obtained  for  which  they  were  prefcribed, 
their  further  ufe  becomes  unneceflary,  and 
perhaps  hurtful.  For,  from  the  obferva- 
tions  of  others,  as  well  as  from  my  own 
experience,  I incline  to  believe  that  the 
long  ufe  of  bitters  and  aromatics  is  preju- 
dicial to  the  nerves  of  the  ftomach.  Be- 
fides,  it  is  proper  to  obferve,  that,  when  a 
part,  or  the  whole  of  the  fyftem,  has  re- 
covered its  former  healthful  ftate,  no  cor- 
roborants, however  powerful  or  artfully 

applied, 
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applied,  can  ever  increafe  the  ftrength  be- 
yond what  is  natural  to  the  confticution. 
But,  whether  the  injury  to  the  primae  viae, 
from  the  long  continued  ufe  of  ftomachic 
bitters,  arifes  from  a daily  application  of 
an  aflringent  to  their  nerves,  or  to  what  o- 
ther  quality  they  may  in  common  poflefs, 
I know  not  ; though  theie  is  little  doubt 
as  to  the  fadt.  Notwithftanding  our  ig- 
norance of  the  precife  manner  in  which 
they  operate,  yet  we  may  fuppofe  their  o- 
peration  to  be  very  powerful,  when  fuch 
quantities  in  fubftance  are  taken,  as  was 
formerly  prefcribed  of  Portland’s  powder 
for  the  cure  of  the  gout.  This  hazardous 
remedy  ufually  flops  the  paroxyfm  of  this 
diftemper,  but  without  adling  on  the  caufe 
of  the  difeafe  ; for,  foon  after  the  patients 
imagine  themfelves  to  be  cured,  they  are 
either  feized  with  the  atonic  gout,  fome 
chronic  diforder,  become  delirious,  para- 
lytic, or  die  fuddenly.  From  all  which 
we  may  conclude,  that  Jeiuit’s  bark,  and  af- 
tringent  bitters,  may  be  given  occafionally 
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as  domachics,  but  that  they  are  inadmifli- 
ble  as  remedies,  in  the  cure  of  the  gout. 

133.  This  lad  obfervation  is  not  fo  ap- 
plicable to  infufions,  and  tinctures,  of  fto- 
machic  bitters,  which  are  occafionally  of 
great  fervice,  in  redoring  the  ftrength  of 
the  primae  viae,  as  to  the  fame  articles  in 
fubdance.  The  chief  ingredients  in  Port- 
land's powder  are  of  this  kind,  and  have 
been  praifed  from  almod  the  commence- 
ment of  the  pradife  of  phylic  to  this  day, 
for  the  cure  of  the  gout.  Formulae  of  the 
-antidoti  antipodagraci  of  Galen  *,  and  his 
followers,  were  common  among  the  an- 
cients ; they  were  fimilar  to  one  another, 
confiding  chiefly  of  the  fame  fimples,  fome- 
times  of  four,  feldom  exceeding  feven  or 
eight  in  number,  of  which  our  modern 
gout  powder  is  nearly  a tranfcript.  The 
principal  ingredients  were  the  herbs  ger- 
mander, ground  pine,  and  the  lefler  cen- 
taury ; 


* Galeni  de  antidot.  lib.  2.  cap.  17. 
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taury,  the  roots  of  ariftolochia  rotunda, 
and  gentian.  Thefe  taken  in  equal  parts, 
were  reduced  to  a powder,  of  which  a 
drachm  was  to  be  taken  every  morning,  in  a 
little  warm  water,  for  three  months  ; the 
dofe  was  reduced  to  two  fcruples  for  three 
months  more* and  after  this  to  half  a drachm, 
till  the  year  was  completed  ; then  half  a 
drachm  was  taken  every  fecond  day, for  ano- 
ther year  ; for  this  time  was  thought  ne- 
ceffary  to  complete  the  cure  of  the  gout. 
On  account  of  this  method  of  giving  thefe 
remedies,  Caelius  Aurelianus,  and  others 
who  fucceeded  him,  gave  them  the  name 
of  analia  medicamina , or  medicamenta  ad 
autitiw-  \ which  were  often  made  up  in  the 
form  of  an  electuary  with  honey. 

134.  The  fuccefs  of  the  ancients  with 
this  remedy  appears  to  have  been  nearly 
the  fame  with  what  we  have  experienced 
in  our  own  time  ; for  it  was  confidered 
by  them  both  as  a ufeful,  and  a dangerous 
medicine-  Their  greateft  fuccefs  was, 

when 
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when  the  antidoti  antipodagraci  were  ad- 
miniftered  near  the  commencement  of  the 
diforder,  and  accompanied  with  a proper 
regulation  of  diet  and  exercife  ; which 
mult  be  the  cafe  with  every  plan  of  cure. 


Principiis  obfta,  fero  medicina  paratur, 

Cum  mala  per  longas  invaiuere  moras. 

Luc. 

They,  from  experience,  had  obferved  them 
to  be  hazardous  remedies  after  the  fifth,  or 
at  fartheft  the  feventh  year,  from  the  firft 
attack  of  the  difeafe.  Caelius  Aurelianus* 
has  told  us,  and  Alexander  Trallianus  f 
makes  the  fame  obfervation,  that  a long 
uninterrupted  ufe  of  thofe  compofitions, 
was  by  many  condemned  as  dangerous, 
and  often  fatal. 

r " -•  ■ '•  £ j'1  ,*.V4r.S  - f T* 

135.  Thefe  remarks  areTimilar  to  thofe 

that 
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* Morb.  chronic,  lib.  5.  cap.  2. 
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that  were  made  by  phyficians,  and  the  pu- 
blic, a few  years  ago,  after  the  general  ufe 
of  Portland’s  powder  for  the  cure  of  the 
gout.  But  their  bad  effefts  in  all  times 
mud,  perhaps,  be  rather  afcribed  to  the  in- 
judicious, and  indifcriminate  ufe  of  thefe 
powders,  than  to  their  want  of  efficacy, 
in  reftoring  the  ftrength  of  the  ftomach 
and  bowels,  which  rnuft  be  conhdered  as  a 
principal  circumftance  in  the  cure  of  the 
gout  It  is  an  excellent  caution  given  us 
by  tire  ancients,  not  to  ufe  thefe  powders 
after  the  fifth  or  feventh  year  from  the 
firft  attack  of  the  difeafe,  and  ought  con- 
ftantly  to  be  obferved.  For  if  the  difeafe 
has  made  fuch  advancement  on  the  confti- 
tution  as  has  induced  debility,  or  luch  a 
degree  of  ftiffnefs  in  the  joints,  as  to  difa- 
ble them  from  taking  that  degree  of  exer- 
cife  fo  necefiary  for  their  cure,  and  prefera- 
ble" to  every  remedy,  then  the  free  ufe  of 
fuch  a medicine  is  much  to  be  fufpefted. 


136.  In 
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536.  In  fome  of  our  receipts,  particular- 
ly of  our  modern  gout  powder,  there  are 
introduced  wormwood,  bugbane,  carduus- 
benedidlus,  flowers  of  chamomile,  the  root 
of  columba,  orange  peel,  and  Jefuit’s  bark. 
This  laft  was  unknown  to  the  ancients  ; nor 
have  I any  great  favour  for  it  in  fuch  a 
compofition,  on  account  of  the  bad,  and 
fometimes  fatal  efle&s,  I have  known  it  to 
produce  in  feveral  inftances,  when  taken  as 
a remedy  for  the  gout  ; perhaps  from  its 
luperior  and  permanent  aflringency,  which 
from  long  ufe  may  injure  the  nerves  of  the 
primae  viae.  But  if,  from  the  knowledge 
we  prefume  to  have  acquired  of  the  true 
nature  of  this  diftemper,  the  advantage  to 
be  derived  from  fuch  remedies,  is  the  ft: leng- 
thening of  the  nerves  of  thefe  vifcera,  then 
I fhould  apprehend  k unneceffary  to  keep 
ftri&ly  either  to  the  ancient  or  modern 
formulae  of  theie  medicines*  I would  in- 
cline to  follow  the  ancient  fimplieity  with 
regard  to  the  number  of  ingredients  ; bur, 
thefe  might  be  felected  in  fuch  a manner, 
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as  to  fult  particular  conftitutions  better  than 
by  keeping  to  a fixed  and  invariable  lor- 
mula.  For,  as  phyficians  of  experience 
feldom  keep  to  the  fame  formula  in  all 
cafes,  even  when  the  intention  to  be  an- 
iwered  by  the  prefeription  is  the  fame?  the 
powder  may  be  varied  according  to  circum- 
ftances.  Some  of  the  ingredients,  thought 
to  be  lefs  powerful  than  the  reft,  and  o- 
thers  difagreeable  to  the  palate,  or  Jtoinacb, 
of  certain  patients,  may  be  left  out,  and 
fome  aromatic  may  be  added,  to  render 
the  compofition  more  agreeable  to  the  tafte, 
and  lighter  on  the  ftomach. 

137.  Such  a remedy,  I am  perfuaded, 
might  be  given  occafionally,  to  ftrengthen 
the  primae  viae  with  advantage  ; for  it  is 
only  with  this  view  it  can  be  admitted  in 
the  cure  of  the  gout.  The  dofe  of  this 
medicine  fhould  be  fmall  ; two  fcruples  at 
moft  once  a day,  or  one  fcruple  twice  a 
day,  nor  fhould  its  ufe  be  continued  above 
*wo  or  three  weeks  at  a time.  For  the 

large 
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large  dofes  of  the  annalia  medicamma , 
and  of  Portland’s  powder,  and  then  long 
continued  ufe,  was  perhaps  the  principal 
caufe  of  tlieir  falling  into  dii'credit  and  ne- 
gled  ; for  1 imagine,  that  the  reputation  of 
thole  medicines,  is  now,  as  much  below 
their  real  merit,  as  their  fir  ft  praifes,  were 
above  it.  for  the  mifchiefs  imputed  to 
thefe  medicines  mud  be  confidertu  as  a 
proof  of  their  powers,  and  that  their  dis- 
grace was  more  owing  to  their  having  done 

too  much,  than  their  having  done  too  lit- 
tle. 

• ‘ 1 '■  „ ' v , 

138-  Thefe  remedies  (par.  130.  — 37.) 
fome  years  fince  gave  way  to  flowers  of 
brimftone,  which  is  certainly  more  power- 
ful and  permanent  in  its  effects  as  a dia- 
phoretic, and  laxative,  and  of  courfe,  pro- 
mifes  to  be  of  greater  utility  in  this  difor- 
der.  The  infufion  of  lulphur  in  fimple 
water,  as  was  at  firfl  recommended,  can 
have  very  little  effect  uniefs  a due  propor- 
tion of  fixed  fait  is  added,  to  affift  the  folu- 
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tion  of  the  fulphur.  Even  this  fucceeds 
not  fo  well  as  a folution  of  hepar  fulphuris, 
made  in  the  common  way,  in  the  propor- 
tion of  thirty  grains  to  a quart  of  water  ; 
which  when  faturated  with  fixed  air,  will 
be  fornewhat  fimilar  to  the  water  of  Aix  la 
Chapelle,  and  may  have  nearly  the  fame 
effe&s.  But  the  general  pra&ife  at  pre- 
fent,  is  to  give  the  flowers  of  brimftone  in 
fubftance,  from  half  a drachm  to  a drachm, 
or  more,  at  bed  time,  in  any  form  mod  a- 
greeable  to  the  patient.  Though  this  mi- 
neral is  not  diflolvable  in  Ample  water,  yet 
it  is  afted  on  by  the  gaflric  fluids  in  the 
primae  viae  ; by  them,  and  our  digeftive 
powers,  fome  part  of  the  inflammaOiC  prin- 
ciple comes  to  be  volatilized,  or  adheres 
more  lool'ely  to  the  vitriolic  acid,  than  be- 
fore it  was  taken  into  the  ftomach.  This 
appears  from  the  increafed  foetor  of  the 
faecis  alvinae,  and  the  fulphureous  fmell 
of  the  perforation  of  thofe  who  have  ta- 
ken it  for  fome  time. 


139.  The 
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139.  The  adion  of  this  medicine  is  mod 
apparent  by  thefe  two  emundories,  and  as 
it  is  mild,  though  permanent  and  uniform, 
in  its  operation,  it  may  be  continued  for 
fome  time  with  advantage.  But  as  I ap- 
prehend the  condant  ufe  of  fulphur  to  heat 
the  body,  more  than  is  confident  with  fafe- 
ty,  in  gouty  conditutions,  fo  it  is,  perhaps, 
more  adviieable  to  redrid  the  time  of  tak- 
ing it  to  two,  or  three  weeks*  than  to  in- 
termit a fortnight,  when  its  ufe  may  be 
again  reaffumed  ; and  to  proceed  this  way 
alternately,  fo  long  as  the  patient  perceives 
that  he  receives  advantage  from  this  medi- 
cine. During  the  interval,  care  fhould  be 
taken  to  keep  the  body  open  with  gentle 
laxatives,  and  that  which  gives  the  lead 
difturbance  to  the  bowels,  fhould  be  prefer- 
red. Sulphur  ads  not  as  a fpecific,  by  coun- 
terading,  or  dedroying  the  caufe  of  the 
diforder,  as  mercury  in  the  venereal  difor- 
der>  or  fulphur  in  the  itch  ; but  by  affid- 
ing  the  expulfion  of  the  arthritic  matter, 
by  the  fkin  and  intedines.  For  thofe  who 
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continue  to  fubjed  themfelves  to  the  a&ion 
of  the  remote  caufes,  receive  little  or  no 
advantage  from  it ; while  others  who  per- 
fevere  in  temperance,  and  exercife,  are  be- 
nefited by  its  ufe* 

140.  It  has  frequently  happened,  that 
perfons  fubje£t  to  the  gout,  have  alfo  been 
affli&ed  with  the  gravel,  or  (tone  ; and,  on 
account  of  thefe  laft  diforders,  have  been 
induced  to  take  foap  lees,  or  mild  fixed  al- 
kali, and  fometimes  lime-water  and  foap, 
for  a confiderable  time,  with  fuch  an  alle- 
viation of  fymptoms,  as  gave  hopes  of  their 
folvent  power ; though  for  the  moft  part 
no  fuch  effect  took  place.  But  in  moft  of 
thefe  cafes,  it  being  obferved,  that  the  in- 
tervals between  the  paroxyfms  of  the  gout, 

’ * * 

were  protra&ed,  an  opinion  has  arifen,  that 
thefe  medicines  are  likewife  ufeful  in  mo- 
derating the  feverity  of  this,  difeafe.  This 
opinion,  being  founded  on  experience, 
cannot  well  be  difputed  ; but  as  their  ac- 
tion in  producing  thefe  good  effe&s,  will 
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be  better  underftood,  after  confidering  their 
manner  of  operating,  in  alleviating  the 
complaints  of  calculous  patients,  I fhall  fub- 
join  the  following  obfervations  on  that  fub- 
jedt. 

141.  Independent  of  the  general  fym- 
pathy  of  the  ftomach  with  the  reft  of  the 
body,  there  is  a particular  fympathy  which 
fubfifts  between  it  and  the  urinary  paf* 
fages.  This  is  moft  remarkable,  when 
thefe  parts  are  difeafed,  or  when  there  is  a 
ftone  in  the  kidney,  ureter,  or  bladder,  in 
fits  of  the  ftone,  the  ftomach  often  fuffers 
by  confent  with  the  feat  of  the  difeafe,  as 
appears  from  a great  uneafmefs  in  that  vif- 
cus,  ficknefs,  and  vomiting.  But,  when 
thefe  fym pathetic  affed;ons  are  often  re- 
peated, they  feldom  fail  to  weaken  the  fto- 
mach, and  lefl'en  the  powers  of  digeftion. 
This  fubjeds  fuch  patients  to  colledions  of 
phlegm,  crudities,  and  acidity  in  the  pri- 
mae  viae,  and,  from  their  ad-ion  on  the 
nerves  of  thefe  parts,  render  the  whole 
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fyftem  more  irritable  than  ufual.  In  this 
increafed  irritability  of  the  body,  the  feat 
of  the  ftone,  from  its  difeafed  ftate,  duffers 
jnoft  remarkably,  which  fubjeds  fuch  per- 
fons  to  fits  of  the  Hone,  from  very  flight 
caules.  Catching  cold  feldom  fails  to  bring 
on  a fit  of  the  ftone,  in  thofe  who  are  fub- 
jed  to  that  diforder  ; but  a more  frequent 
caule  of  fuch  fits  is  indigeftion,  or  acidity 
in  the  priinae  viae. 

142.  By  whatever  means,  therefore,  the 
nerves  of  the  ftomach  and  bowels  are 
ftrengthened,  and  the  fyftem  is  rendered 
lefs  irritable,  the  fits  of  the  ftone  will  there- 
by become  proportionably  lefs  frequent 
£1^(3  fevere.  But,  in  debilitated  dates  ot  the 
ftomach  and  bowels,  nothing  contributes 
more  to  their  recovery,  and  the  reftoration 
of  health,  than  a regular  fpare  diet,  nei- 
ther fo  low  as  to  induce  debility,  nor  fo 
high  as  to  hazard  indigeftion.  Such  is  the 
diet  ufually  prefcribed  during  the  ufe  of 

alkaline  folutions,  and  the  other  fup- 

pofe4 
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jpofed  folvents  for  the  done;  but  it  is  not 
always,  of  itfelf,  fufficient  to  prevent  indi- 
geftion  and  acidity  in  the  ftomachs  of  cal- 
culous patients.  This  ariles  chiefly  from 
a weaknefs  in  the  digeftive  organs,  but 
partly  from  fuch  perlous  being  precluded 
from  exercife,  which  fo  often  exafperates 
their  diforder. 

143.  In  a few  days,  however,  after  the 
commencement  of  the  alkaline  remedy,  the 
acid  in  the  ftomach  is  neutralized,  the  quan- 
tity of  phlegm  leffened,  and  by  the  conti- 
nued  ufe  of  that  medicine  the  farther  ge- 
neration of  it  is  prevented.  This  foon  pro- 
duces a remarkable  change  in  the  ftate  of 
the  primae  viae  ; for  being  freed  from  thofe 
hurtful  ftimuli,  which  kept  up  a conftant 
debility,  and  retarded  digeftion,  the  nerves 
of  thele  parts  gradually  recover  their  na- 
tural ftrength.  Beiides,  the  morbid  irrita- 
bility of  the  urinary  paflages,  in  fo  far  as 
it  depended  on  fympathy  with  the  ftomach 
and  bowels,  opprefled  with  acidity  and 

phlegm, 
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phlegm,  is  confrderably  leffened,  or  entire 
]y  removed*  By  perfevering  in  eating  mo- 
derately of  one  difh  at  dinner,  efpecially  or 
boiled  meat,  avoiding  acids,  and  acefcent 
articles  of  diet,  and  continuing  the  regular 
ufe  of  the  lixivium  twice  a*  day,  the  ne- 
phritic fymptoms  lefien  by  degrees,  till  they 
at  laft,  in  feme  cafes,  almoft  totally  dilap- 
pear.  For  it  is  not  for  fome  weeks,  that 
thefe  happy  effeds  are  diftindly  perceived, 
becaufe  it  requires  that  time,  and  often  a 
longer  penod  of  freedom  from  irritation, 
before  the  primae  viae,  and  urinary  pal- 
fages,  can  recover  from  their  former  ftate 
of  difeafed  irritability. 

i 

144.  But  the  nephritic  complaints  no 
fooner  abate,  than  the  patient  begins  to 
conceive  hopes  of  the  folvent  power  of  the 
lixivium,  or  other  alkaline  remedies,  ufed 
by  him,  and  recommended  as  infallible  in 
the  cure  of  the  ftone.  This  delufion  feems 
perfedly  natural,  fmee  patients  have  been 
brought  from  the  miferable  ftate  of  not  be- 
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ing  able  to  walk  for  a quarter  of  an  hour, 
without  fuffering  greatly  from  the  motion 
of  the  (lone,  to  ride  on  horfeback,  to  bear 
the  motion  of  a carriage,  and  other  exer- 
cifes,  for  a much  longer  time,  with  little  or 
no  inconvenience.  Yet  it  has  been  found, 
that  thefe  very  patients,  deceived  into  a 
belief  of  their  cure,  have  in  a month  or 
two,  after  having  left  off  their  remedy,  and 
Arid  regimen  of  diet,  fallen  into  the  fame 
wretched  fituation  they  were  in  before  the 
ufe  of  their  famous  fpecific.  For,  when 
thofe  perfons  have  had  the  courage  to  fub- 
mit  to  the  operation  for  the  ftone,  er  have 
died  of  the  difeafe,  and  the  ftones  were  ex- 
tracted, they  have  always  been  found  en- 
tire, and  untouched  by  the  medicine,  which 
was  once  thought  to  have  dilfolved  them. 

145.  I cannot  refufe  the  authority  of  Dr 
Whyte,  and  feme  others  of  reputation  and 
credit  in  their  profeffion,  for  the  folvent 
power  of  lime-water  on  the  ftone.  But 
thefe  inftances  are  exceedingly  rare,  de- 
pending 
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pending  much  on  the  nature  of  the  calcu* 
li  themfelves  ; for  in  this,  as  in  fome  natu- 
ral produdions,  the  mode  of  concretion,  or 
chryftallization,  as  it  may  be  called,  is  va- 
ried in  different  fpecimens  of  the  fame 
l'ubftance,  where  their  chemical  principles 
are  the  fame.  Indeed,  moft  of  the  human 
calculi  are  fo  compaded,  and  defended  with 
a quantity  of  animal  glue,  or  by  fome  o- 
ther  caufe,  as  not  to  be  affeded  by  the  pow- 
ers of  lime  water,  foap,  or  foap  lees  ; be- 
caufe  they  are  1b  altered,  and  in  fo  diluted 
a date,  by  the  time  they  arrive  at  the  ure- 
ter, as  to  have  little  or  no  effed  on  the  cal- 
culi. We  muft,  therefore,  look  for  the  re- 
lief afforded  to  calculous  patients  ufing  thefe 
' remedies,  rather  from  the  above  circum- 
ftances,  than  from  any  folvent  powers  pof- 
fefied  by  them. 

146’  From  thefe  obfervations,  on  the  man- 
ner in  which  alkaline  remedies  ad,  in  alle- 
viating the  complaints  of  perfons  afflided 
with  the  gravel,  or  done,  it  is  eafy  to  per- 
ceive, 
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ceive,  that  their  beneficial  efFeds,  in  miti- 
gating the  feverity  of  the  gout,  muft  be 
derived  from  the  fame  iource.  For,  as  this 

laft  diforder  arifes  chiefly  from  a defed  in 

* 

the  fundions  of  the  primae  viae,  it  is  al- 
ways accompanied  with  a proportionable 
debility  of  thele  parts.  This  fubjeds  per- 
ions  affhded  with  the  gout,  to  indigeftion, 
colledions  of  phlegm,  acidity  in  the  fto- 
mach  and  bowels,  which  produce,  in  dif- 
ferent perfons,  a variety  of  complaints. 
Thefe  are  generally  removed  by  a gentle 
emetic,  or  by  draughts  of  warm  water  a- 
lone,  to  favour  their  expulfion.  As  the 
debility  in  the  primae  viae,  however,  ftill 
fublifts,  they  are  liable  to  returns  of  the 
fame  complaints.  But,  foon  after  the  pa- 
tient commences  the  ufe  of  an  alkaline  re- 
medy, for  the  cure  of  the  gout,  the  mor- 
bid fymptoms,  ariling  from  a colledion  of 
phlegm,  acid,  or  other  crudities  in  the  ali- 
mentary canal,  gradually  difappear.  By 
perfevering  in  the  ufe  of  this  medicine  and 
diet,  as  preferred  for  calculous  patients, 

their 
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their  effeds  will  be  nearly  the  fame.  For 
a freedom  from  indigeftion,  and  complaints 
in  the  ftomach,  for  a confiderable  time,  has 
a wonderful  effed  in  reftoring,  not  only 
the  health  and  ftrength  of  the  primae  viae, 

' but  of  the  whole  body.  The  digeftion  be- 
ing more  complete  than  formerly,  the 
quantity  of  arthritic  matter  generated  will 
be  thereby  dimimfhed  ; but  the  additional 
ftrength  acquired  by  the  patient  is  fuffi- 
cient  of  itfelf  to  protrad  the  intervals,  and 
to  moderate  the  feverity  of  the  paroxyfms. 

147.  Although  lixivial  falls,  lime  water, 
&c.  ad  not  as  a fpecific  on  the  caufe  of 
the  gout ; and  it  rarely  happens  that  we 
meet  with  a ftone  fo  foft,  and  of  fo  loofe  a 
texture,  as  to  yield  to  their  folvent  powers ; 
yet,  from  the  relief  they  afford,  we  muft 
confider  them  as  ufeful  remedies  in  both 
difeafes.  Amongft  the  alkaline  remedies 
ufed  in  calculous  cafes,  foap-lees  is  pcffef- 
fed  of  the  ftrongeft  folvent  power  ; and 
although,  for  the  reafons  mentioned,  it  has 

very 
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very  little  eftedt  on  the  ftone,  yet  its  effi- 
cacy as  a folvent  is  not  only  evident  on 
tough  phlegm  in  the  primae  viae,  but  on 
the  coagulable  lymph  of  the  blood.  This 
is  the  reafon  why  perfons,  who  have  been 
Jong  in  the  ufe  of  taking  the  above  medi- 
cine,  become  thin,  emaciated,  and  fome- 
times  hedtic,  from  the  prevalence  of  an  al- 
kali in  the  habit  *.  On  which  account, 
when  neceflary  to  give  the  lixivium  for  a 
confiderable  time,  it  is  more  advifeable  to 
give  a folution  of  the  mild  alkali  in  water, 
faturated  with  fixed  air,  as  prefcribed  by 

. the 

^ 1 


* A quack  medicine,  fold  under  the  name  of  A- 
dams’s  Solvent,  appears  to  be  compofed  of  equal  parts 
of  foap-lees,  of  the  ordinary  ftrength,  and  fimple  wa- 
ter ; to  every  ounce  meafure  of  this  mixture  is  added 
about  fifty  drops  of  laudanum,  of  which  an  adult  is 
dirc&ed  to  take  two  tea-fpoonfuls  twice  a-day,  in  a 
tumbler  of  water.  The  opiate  will  no  doubt  have  its 
proper  effect  in  alleviating,  or  removing  flight  Nephri- 
tic fymptoms ; but,  when  no  fuch  complaint  exifts,  the 
habitual  ufe  of  laudanum  is  improper  ; for  it  ought  not 
to  be  given  confhntly  with  a view  to  prevent  pain,  but 
only  occafionally  to  remove  it. 

A a 
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the  late  ingenious  Dodor  Dobfon.  Thfe 
is  perhaps  lefs  powerful  as  a folvent,  but 
more  falutary  in  its  effeds,  not  only  frorfr 
the  antifeptie  power  of  the  fixed  air,  but 
from  the  agreeable  ftimulus  it  affords  to 
the  ftomach*  As  it  is  confiderably  milder 
than  the  cauftic  lixivium,  fo  it  may  be 
taken  much  longer  with  advantage ; but, 
when  its  ufe  is  protraded  beyond  a month, 
the  quantity  of  alkali  fhould  perhaps  be 
leffened. 

148.  But  the  advantages  derived  from 

■ s 

the  ufe  of  lixivial  falts,  are  not  confined  to 
that  morbid  condition  of  the  alimentary 
canal,  which  fo  often  attends  perfons  af- 
fected with  the  gout,  or  ftone,  but  are  ex- 
tended to  fimilarly  difeafed  ftates  of  the 
primae  vine,  from  whatever  fource  they 
originate.  Thefe  may  be  occafioned  by 
intemperance,  improper  diet,  the  ordinary 
caufes  of  hypochondriac  and  nervous  dii- 
orders,  and  by  the  remote  caufes  of  the 
gout,  though  that  difeafe  is  not  apparent  in 
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the  habit.  They  are  often  the  confequence 
of  certain  fevers,  efpecially  thole  wherein 
the  ftomach  and  bowels  have  been  parti- 
cularly affedted.  In  all  fuch  cafes  of  debi- 
lity in  the  primae  viae,  there  are  large  fe- 
cretionsof  phlegm,  the  powers  of  digeftion 
are  diminished,  and  an  acetous  fermenta- 
tion, from  the  digeftion  of  their  food,  fub- 
jedts  the  patients  to  acidity  in  the  ftomach. 
While  thefe  fymptoms  continue,  with  their 
ufual  effedts,  general  debility,  anc!  diforder 
of  the  fyftem,  a recovery  is  not  to  be  ex-  - 
pedted.  This  may  be  elfedled  by  gentle 
emetics,  laxatives,  ftomachic  bitters,  jeluits 
bark,  preparations  of  iron,  &c.  But  in 
obftinate  cales,  from  a Scruple  to  half  a 
drachm  of  fixed  Salt  in  five  or  fix  ounces 
of  water,  and  Saturated  with  fixed  air,  taken 
twice  or  thrice  a-day,  will  in  general  be 
fpund  an  efficacious  remedy. 

U.  - -.4  • ‘-Her 

149.  Iflues  have  been  recommended  in 
the  cure  of  the  gout,  and,  although  their 
falutary  effedts,  in  feme  cafes,  have  been 

evident*, 
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evident,  yet  their  fuccefs  has  not  been 
fo  effectual  as  to  bring  them  into  general 
life.  It  happens,  not  nnfrequently,  that 
fcorbutic  fores  or  ulcers  make  their  ap- 
pearance, commonly  in  the  legs,  in  per- 
fons  towards  their  fiftieth  year,  fubjeCt  to 
regular  attacks  of  the  gout.  When  the 
difcharge  from  them  is  large,  it  has  been 
obferved  that  the  intervals  between  the  fits 
have  been  confiderably  protracted,  and  in 
fome  inftances  the  gout  has  been  almoft 
entirely  removed.  If,  in  a gouty  habit*  a 
fore  is  cccationed  by  a bruhe,  or  other  ac 
cident,and  heals  readily  by  the  ufual  means, 
foon  after  its  commencement,  no  bad  con- 
fequence  is  to  be  fufpe&ed  ; but,  if  the  fore 
proves  obftinate,  puts  on  the  appearance  of 
a fcorbutic  ulcer,  and  is  of  long  Handing, 
the  cure  is  attended  with  hazard  to  the 
conftitution,  unlefs  iffues  are  put  in  both 
legs,  to  fupply  the  difcharge  from  the  ul- 
cer. If  this  precaution  is  negleCted,  and 
the  gout  returns  not  as  formerly,  the  ufual 

conlequences  are  droply,  allhma,  fome  o- 

thev 
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ther  chronic  diforder,  or  the  atonic  gout, 
under  its  various  forms.  For,  when  nature 
has  been  interrupted  in  her  operations 
for  a confiderable  time,  thefe  are  feldom 
renewed  with  the  fame  falutary  effects. 
Thofe  fwellings  in  the  joints  which  ufually 
take  place  in  perfons  who  have  had  an- 
nual, or  more  frequent  returns  of  fits  of 
the  gout,  (par.  35.)  often  fuppurate,  and 
difcharge  a quantity  of  matter.  If  the  dis- 
charge is  large,  and  the  fore  keeps  open 
for  a confiderable  time,  or  is  fucceeded  by 
the  fuppuration  of  another  tumor,  the  in- 
terval is  rendered  thereby  more  complete, 
and  the  fucceeding  paroxyfm  lefs  fevere. 
When  thefe  fuppurations  fucceed  one  ano- 
ther in  different  parts  of  the  feet,  hands,  &c. 
as,  in  fome  inveterate  cafes,  I have  known 
them  to  do  for  many  years,  they  contri- 
bute confiderably  in  preventing  the  ap- 
proach of  the  atonic  gout,  even  to  extreme 
old  age. 
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150.  Thefe  obfervations  prove  the  utili- 
ty of  natural  drains  of  morbid  humours,  in 
gouty  conftitutions.  From  them  we  may 
conclude  fimilar  advantages  to  be  derived 
from  artificial  iffues,  and  proportioned  to 
the  difcharge  occafioned  by  them.  The 
neceflity,  however,  of  continuing  iffues  for 
life,  is  a circumftance  extremely  difagree- 
able  to  mod  patients ; and,  as  they  are  ra- 
ther calculated  to  alleviate  fymptoms,  than 
to  cure  the  difeafe,  they  are  feldom  advifed 
by  the  phyfician  with  this  laft  intention. 
Befides,  iffues,  which  are  ufually  placed  be- 
low the  knee,  become  fometimes  fo  pain- 
ful  as  to  prevent  the  walking,  or  riding, 
with  that  freedom  and  perfeverance  fo  ne- 
ceffary  for  the  attainment  and  prefervation 
of  health.  Notwithftanding  thefe  objec- 
tions, iffues  muff  be  confidered,  in  certain 
fituations,  as  extremely  ufeful  in  removing 
particular  complaints  of  diftrefs  and  dan- 
ger. 

151. 
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15 1.  It  would  be  tirefome  and  unprofit- 
able to  the  reader,  and  unpleafant  to  my- 
felf,  were  I to  proceed  further  with  obfer- 
vations  on  a variety  of  other  medicines, 
which  have  been,  at  different  times,  recom- 
mended to  the  public  for  the  cure  of  the 
gout.  For  the  nature  of  the  diforder,  and 
the  qualities  of  the  remedy,  being  known, 
it  cannot  be  difficult  to  determine  on  the 
propriety  or  impropriety  of  its  ufe  in  this 

difeafe.  Notwithstanding  the  obligations 

« 

we  lie  under  to  the  empyrics  of  eminence 
in  their  profeffion,  the  high  encomiums  be- 
llowed on  the  efficacy  of  many  of  their 
medicines,  in  the  cure  of  particular  dif- 
eafes,  has  at  all  times  been  a great  obftruc- 
tion  to  our  advancement  in  the  medical  art. 
The  indifcreet  zeal  with  which  they  endea- 
vour to  raife,  and  fupport  the  character  of 
their  famous  fpecific,  often  carries  them,  in 
their  account  of  its  virtues,  greatly  beyond 
its  real  merit.  When  fuch  medicines  are 
recommended  by  men  of  reputation  in 
their  profeffion,  and  the  proofs  given  of 

their 
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their  powers  in  the  cure  of  certain  difeafes 
are  narrated  with  apparent  fidelity  and 
candour,  we  are  fcarcely  allowed  to  doubt 
of  their  falutary  effe&s.  But,  when  thefe 
medicines  come  to  be  ufed,  under  the  more 
difcerning  eye  of  difpaffionate  men,  in  the 
fame  diforders  for  which  they  were  recom- 
mended, and  the  fuccefs  being  greatly  in- 
ferior to  their  expectations,  they  often, 
from  difappointment,  throw  them  afide  as 
ufelefs.  As  this  is  the  ufual  effeCt  of  ex- 
travagant commendations,  it  is  reafonable 
to  fuppofe,  that  ufeful  remedies  have  been 
negle&ed,  becaufe  they  did  not  anfwer  the 
exaggerated  accounts  given  of  their  efficacy. 

1 52.  The  principal  objeCt  in  the  ftudy  of 
medicine  is  to  expifcate,  as  far  as  can  be 
done,  the  caufes  of  difeafes.  But,  from  the 
great  difficulty  of  tracing  nature,  we,  in 
this  refpeCt,  remain  extremely  ignorant  with 
regard  to  the  origin  of  certain  diforders. 
In  all  fuch  cafes,  we  are  obliged  to  proceed 
on  the  empyrical  plan  of  cure,  by  depend- 
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-of-eur#,--  by-d-e  pending  oil 
bur  own,  or  ihe  experience  of  others,  for 
the  recovery  of  our  patients  ; fometimes 
ufing  with  fuccefs  medicines  whofe  opera* 
tion  on  the  fyftem  in  the  cure  of  the  dil- 
eafe  we  do  not  fully  comprehend.  But 
when,  from  the  hiftory  of  the  difeafe,  a fe- 
dulous  attention  to  the  fymptoms,  and  the 
effects  of  medicines  which  either  alleviate, 
or  exafperate  the  diforder,  we  are  fo  fortu- 
nate as  to  perceive  the  nature  of  the  caufe, 
we  can  then  proceed  in  the  cure  more  ra- 
tionally and  confidently.  It  is  by  this 
manner  of  conducing  my  inquiries,  I have 
endeavoured  to  throw  fuch  lights,  as  were 
in  my  power,  on  the  nature  and  caufe  of 
the  gout.  The  operation  and  effects  of 

thofe  medicines,  mentioned  in  the  precede 

* 

ing  pars,  and  which,  when  properly  admi- 
niftered,  prolong  the  intervals,  and  allevi- 
ate  the  fymptoms  of  the  gout,  are  the  beft 
proofs  that  can  be  brought  in  favour  of  the 
foregoing  doctrine*  and  which  fhall  be  far- 
ther illuftrated  in  the  fequeh 

r I53.  It 
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x53-  li  is  much  to  be  regretted,  that  the 
credulity  of  fome  patients  fhould  lead  themj 
from  the  unmerited  high  character  of  cer- 
tain medicines,  to  fuch  fanguine  expecta- 
tions of  their  efficacy,  in  the  cure  ot  this 
diftemper.  Their  impatience  under  repeat- 
ed attacks  of  the  gout,  with  a flrong  defire 
to  get  free  from  fo  fevere  a diforder,  ise 
fome  apology  for  their  eafy  faith,  and  con- 
fidence in  their  fpecilic.  Too  great  a re- 
liance, even  on  fuch  medicines  as  have 
been  mentioned,  always  gives  me  concern,- 
becaufe  the  patient  is  often  thereby  apt  ter 
negleCt  temperance  and  exercife,  the  mod 
efficacious  means  of  cure,  or  of  leffening 
the  feverity  of  the  difeafe.  For,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  benefit  that  may  be  derived 
from  the  life  of  medicines,  yet,  in  fo  obfti- 
nate  a diforder  as  the  gout,  we  cannot  dif- 
penfe  with  the  proper  regulation  of  diet 
and  exercife  in  a plan  of  cure,  or  of  confi- 
derable  alleviation  of  the  diforder.  But 
our  views  can  feldom  rile  fo  high,  as  is 

i aft  mentioned,  with  probability  of  fuccefs, 

f 
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unlefs  in  the  firft  years  of  the  diforder. 
For,  after  the  joints  becomes  ftifF  and  are 
increafed  in  fize,  from  the  long  continu- 
ance of  the  difeafe,  perhaps  no  complete 
cure  fhould  be  attempted  or  expeded. 
Having  carefully  attended  to  the  operation 
and  effeds  of  thofe  medicines  and  means, 
ufed  during  the  intervals,  for  the  cure  of 
the  gout,  or  alleviation  of  its  fymptoms,  and 
which  in  many  cafes,  have  been  . attended 
with  fuccefs  ; we  dial  1 next  proceed  to  the 
coniideration  of  fome  of  thofe  remedies, 
and  applications,  employed  by  praditioners, 
for  mitigating  the  feverity  of  a paroxyfm. 

154.  From  what  has  been  advanced  in 
the  preceding  pages,  a dit  of  the  gout  mull 
be  conddered  as  an  excitement  of  the  fyf- 
tem,  to  difeharge  the  arthritic  matter,  ge- 
nerated in  the  body  during  the  preceding 
interval.  The  more  completely,  therefore, 
this  is  effeded,  the  longer  and  more  per- 
fed  will  be  the  fucceeding  interval.  To 
affid  nature  in  this  falutary  procefs  by  keep- 


igS  Inquiry 

ing  up  the  drength  of  the  fyftem,  patients 
are  advifed  during  the  paroxyfm.  to  a light 
diet  of  meat,  with  a moderate  quantity  of 
wine,  or  other  drong  liquors,  twice  a day. 
But  our  fured  guide  is  the  patients  ordi- 
nary way  of  living,  in  refped:  to  diet  and 
wine,  which  admits  not  of  much  alteration 
during  a fit  of  the  gout.  When  the  fecre- 
tion  of  the  arthritic  matter  on  the  joints  is 
eonfiderable,  it  is  fometimes  attended  with 
a fmall  degree  of  fever,  which  afterwards, 
for  a day  or  two,  becomes  fymptomatic 
from  the  feverity  of  the  pain.  In  fuch  fi- 
xations there  is  a general  diforder  through 
the  body,  an  impatience  of  the  mind,  with 
want  of  appetite.  On  account  of  this  lad 
circum  dance,  and  to  guard  againd  the  do- 
roach  being  opprefled  with  food,  no  meat 
ihould  be  allowed  ; pudding  or  panada 
fhould  conditute  the  principal  part  of  their 
diet,  though  their  ufual  quantity  of  wine 
may  be  continued* 


155*.  But 
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155.  But  the  advice  of  the  phyfician  is 
feldom  wanted  during  the  progrefs  of  a lit 
of  the  gout  for  the  critical  difcharge  of 
the  arthritic  matter,  with  the  confequent 
inflammation  and  pain,  having  taken  place, 
warmth  and  eafe  are  the  moll  approved 
means  to  promote  the  completion  of  the 
lit.  The  great  point  here  is  to  procure  a 
plentiful  perfpiration  in  the  feet,  the  parts 
which  nature  feems  to  have  cholen  for 
conveying  off  the  gouty  matter,  accumulat- 
ed in  the  habit  during  the  preceding  inter- 
val. This  is  commonly  attempted  by  fe- 
veral  folds  of  flannel  ; but  a pra&ife  intro- 
duced in  London,  fome  years  fince,  and 
which  I have  followed  with  fuccefs,  is 
greatly  preferable  to  the  ufual  method  of 
wrapping  up  the  feet  in  flannel  alone. 

156.  As  foon  as  a fit,  or  the  lymp- 
toms  of  an  approaching  fit  appear,  the  pa- 
tient is  dire&ed  to  draw  on  each  foot  three 
or  four  focks,  made  of  the  fined  and  foftefl: 
wool,  commonly  fold  under  the  name  of 

Welfh 


Welfh  flannel ; over  them  a pair  of  ihort 
liofe  or  bootikens  of  oiled  filk>  neatly  lac- 
ed up,  and  drawn  as  clofe  as  poffible  round 
the  ancle,  to  prevent  the  efcape  of  the 
snoifture*  arifmg  from  the  copious  perfpi- 
ration  of  the  feet.  After  the  bootikens 
bave  been  neatly  applied,  one,  or  two  more 
focks  are  to  be  drawn  over  each,  and,  to 
cover  the  whole,  a pair  of  foft  woolly  Shet- 
land ftockings. 

157.  By  this  means,  the  feet  are  con- 
flantly  expofed  to  the  fomentation  of  a 
warm  moifture,  retained  by  the  bootikens,, 
which  increafes  the  perfpiration  propor- 
tionably.  This  is  fo  confiderable,  as  to  o- 
blige  the  patient  to  remove  the  whole  co- 
verings twice  a day,  on  account  of  the 
.great  quantity  of  moifture  in  the  focks, 
under  the  oiled  fllk  hofe.  For,  when  this 
is  not  the  cafe,  and  the  focks  are  found 
dry,  we  muft  fuppofe  the  bootikens  to  have 
cracked,  and  leaked,  or  that  they  have  not 
been  applied  fufficiently  clofe  at  the  ancle. 

As 
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As  both  feet  are  wrapped  up  in  the  fame 
way,  it  is  proper  to  obferve,  that  the  trail- 
fpiration  of  the  found  foot,  is  thought  to 
contribute  as  much  to  the  recovery  of  the 
patient,  as  that  of  the  foot  affefted.  When, 
by  the  proper  ufe  of  thefe  flannels  and 
bootikens,  the  patient  has  kept  his  feet  in 
a conftant  perfpiration  night  and  day,  it 
has  been  remarked,  that  the  fit  i^  not  only 
thereby  fhortened,  but  that  the  difeafe  be- 
comes afterwards  milder.  This  probably 
arifes  from  a more  complete  difeharge  of 
the  arthritic  matter,  than  from  the  ordina- 
ry method  of  treating  this  difeafe.  They 
have  fometimes  been  of  great  fervice,  even 
when  there  were  no  gouty  pains  in  the 
feet,  or  other  joints,  by  relieving  the  pa- 
tient from  pain  and  flatulency  in  the  fto- 
mach  and  bowels, low  fpirits,  and  other  com- 
plaints proceeding  from  the  arthritic  mat- 
ter in  the  habit  * *,  of  which  the  following 


amongft 


* In  Tome  hyfferical  and  hypochondriac  patients, 
wlio  have  fometimes  complained  of  a great  coldnefs  in 

their 


An  Inquiry 


amongft  many  inftances  that  might  be  gi- 
ven, may  ferve  as  an  example. 

158.  An  unmarried  lady,  about  56  years 
of  age,  healthy,  and  of  a good  couftitution, 
became  fubjedt  to  a lumbago  about  the 
year  1787.  in  the  beginning  of  winter 
1788,  this  complaint  became  more  ievere 
than  before,  and  it  was  obferved  to  alter- 
nate with  pains  in  her  bowels,  fo  that  fhe 
never  fuffered  much  in  both  places  at  the 
fame  time.  As  fhe  had,  from  time  to  time, 
fliarp  {hooting  pains  in  the  ball  of  the  great 
toe,  and  in  other  parts  of  her  feet,  though 
of  no  long  continuance,  her  friends  had 
little  hefitation  in  pronouncing  her  difor- 
der  to  be  an  irregular  gout  ; knowing  her 
father  to  have  been  affii&ed  with  regular 
paroxyfms  of  that  diftemper.  An  interval 

of 

their  feet,  at  other  times  of  a burning  heat  in  thefe 
parts,  the  ufe  of  focks  and  bootikens  has  been  of  great 
fervice,  not  only  in  removing  thefe  particular  com- 
plaints, but  in  reftoring  the  general  health  of  the  pa-* 
tient. 
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of  dale  fucceeded  to  thefe  complaints,  but 
they  returned  now  and  then  with  more  or 
lefs  feverity,  till  May  1790,  when  fhe  was 
feized  with  a fixed  pain  in  her  left  fide,  a- 
bove  the  falfe  ribs,  and  foon  afterwards 
tvith  a cough.  This  was  rather  a dull,  than 
an  acute  pain,  unlefs  in  violent  fits  of 
coughing,  but  it  continued  without  inter- 
million,  though  with  different  degrees  of 
feverity.  She  could  lie  in  the  night  with 
tolerable  eafe  on  the  left,  but  not  on  the 
right  fide-  This  laft  pofition  difturbed  her 
refpiration  a little,  and  increafed  the  fre- 
quency of  her  cough,  as  is  ufual  in  fimU 
lar  diforders. 

159.  Under  an  aggravation  of  thefe 
complaints,  I was  called  to  vifit  her  on  the 
1 2th  of  December.  She  gave  me  the  hif- 
tory  of  her  dilorder,  when  I found  her 
pulfe  to  be  about  90  beats  in  a minute. 
At  night  a bliftering  plafter  was  applied 
over  the  feat  of  the  pain,  and  fhe  was  di- 
rected to  ,take  a pedtoral  pill  twice  a day 
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for  her  cough.  This  was  compounded  of 
a drachm  of  the  pilulae  ftomachicae  of  our 
Difpenfatory,  and  eight  grains  of  the  ex- 
tradtum  thebaicum  divided  into  fixteen 
pills,  which  is  a common  prefciption  of 
mine  for  one  in  fimilar  complaints,  or  for 
a cough  from  a catarrh.  I prefer  this  for- 
mula to  the  extract  alone,  as  it  keeps  tsie 
body  open,  which  is  a material  cireum- 
ftance  on  fuch  occafions.  By  the  fifteenth, 
her  complaints  were  alleviated,  but  not  re- 
moved ; for  the  pain  in  her  fide  continu- 
ed, though  lefs  fevere ; but  the  cough  was 
nearly  as  troublefome  as  before.  That  e- 
vening  the  locks  and  bootikens  were  appli- 
ed  ; bm,  as  flie  was  one  of  thofe  perfons 
■whofe  feet  are  brought  to  per'fpire  with 
difficulty,  the  moifture  in  the  focks,  on  the 
mornings  of  the  i6lh  and  17th,  was  found 
to  be  only  moderate  ; but  ffie  was  fenfible 
of  relief  from  their  ufe.  By  a more  care- 
full  application  of  the  bootikens  on  the  e- 
vening  of  the  17th,  on  unlacing  the  booti- 
kens next  morning,  the  locks  were  found 

quite 
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quite  wet.  This. was  the  only  night  on 
which  the  perforation  appeared  to  have 
been  very  confiderable  ; hut  I alledge  that 
the  quantity  of  moiflure  in  the  locks,  in 
the  fubfequent  application  of  them,  was  in 
proportion  to  the  degree  of  attention  paid 
to  the  lacing  of  the  bootikens,  and  fhutting 
them  at  the  ancle.  Though  the  perfpira- 
tion  in  the  feet,  from  the  1 8th,  was  lefs 
than  ufually  accompanies  thefe  applica- 
tions, yet,  trom  the  warm  moifture  in  which 
they  were  involved,  the  heat  was  rather 
pleafant  than  dilagreeable.  The  benefit 
derived  from  this  pra&ife  was  every  day  fo 
evident,  that  it  was  continued  to  the  third 
or  fourth  of  January,  by  which  time  the 
pain  in  the  left  fide  was  fcarcely  felt,  the 
cough  was  coniiderably  alleviated,  and  the 
could  fleep  on  both  Tides  with  great  eafe* 
Before  the  end  of  the  month,  the  coutrh 
had  left  her  entirely  ; and  though,  for 
fome  time,  die  felt  a flight  dull  pain  in  the 
original  leat  of  the  diforder,  yet  it  gradual- 
ly decreafed,  and  went  off  with  the  warm 
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weather  in  the  fpring.  The  fame  com- 
plaints, but  in  a lefs  degree,  returned  in 
November  laft,  and  were  removed  by  a fi- 
milar  pradife. 

160.  Thefe  good  effects  are  certainly 
owing  to  the  copious  perfpiration  in  the 
feet,  and  are  often  experienced  in  a few 
hours  after  the  foot- focks  and  bootiRens 
are  applied.  In  the  irregular  gout,  when 
the  patient  is  not  prevented  by  pain,  the 
walking  about  the  houfe  in  large  cloth 
fhoes  over  the  focks  and  bootikens,  is  or 
fervice  ; and  this  covering  to  the  feet  fhould 
be  kept  up,  while  the  fymptoms  continue 
for  which  they  were  employed.  Even 
when  the  fit  ot  the  gout  is  apparently  gone, 
if  the  focks  and  bootikens  are  ufed  during 
the  night,  till  the  patient  is  able  to  walk  a- 
broad  in  his  ufual  way,  it  is  of  great  fer- 
vice in  leffening  and  carrying  off  the  irre- 
gular fymptoms  of  this  diieale.  This  may 
have  the  appearance  of  nurfing  the  gout, 

which  1 by  no  means  recommend;  for, 
' . from 
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from  obfervation,  I am  confident,  that,  as 
foon  as  the  pain  will  permit  the  patient  to 
put  his  foot  on  the  ground,  the  more  he 
walks  in  the  houfe,  or  abroad  in  good 
weather,  provided  his  feet  are  kept  fuffi- 
ciently  warm,  the  fooner  he  gets  free  from 
his  complaints.  Of  the  great  number  of 
proofs  that  might  be  brought  in  confirma- 
tion of  the  falutary  effeds  of  this  pradife, 
I fhall  recite  only  one  from  Van  Swieten, 
who  fays,  4 Vidi  hominem,  faltatoriae  ar- 
4 tis  magiftrum,  qui  bis  in  anno  podagra  fatis 
4 acriter  infeftabatur,  et  per  viginti  ac  ultra 
c annos  nullam  in  articulis  rigiditatem  ex- 
4 pert  us  fuit : Numerofae  enim  familiae  ut 
4 vidum  compararet,  fimul  ac  aliquam  fal- 
4 tern  dolorum  remiffionem  fentiebat,  mox 
4 ledo  exibat,  et,  quantum  poterat,  incede- 
4 bat,  durnque  hoc  quotidie  tentabat,  citius 
4 liberabacur.  Generofa  autem  haec  mo- 
4 limina  difficilius  impetrantur  ab  illis,  qui 
4 laule  et  molliter  vivere  confueverunt. 

4 Vol  4.  4 to^  p.  323.’  It  is  unneceffary 
to  mention  the  necefiity  of  eafy  fhoes  for 

perfons 
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perfons  affli&ed  with  the  gout  ; though  I 
with  to  obferve  that  the  foies  of  mod  of 
thofe  which  I have  feen  in  the  pofleilion  of 
gouty  perfons,  are  too  thick,  diff,  and  hea- 
vy, But  the  bed  I ever  met  with  were 
from  Sweden,  made  of  feal  fkin,  the  foie 
foft  and  pliable  to  the  foot,  and  were  lin- 
ed with  fheep  fkin  with  the  wool  on  ; they, 
of  courfe,  were  light  and  very  warm, 

i (5 1 . When  extreme  pain,  or  want  of 
red,  calls  for  the  aid  of  an  opiate,  the  pa- 
tient, from  experience,  commonly  regulates 
his  dofe.  This,  however,  ought  feldom  to 
be  permitted;  for,  from  an  eager  defire  to 
be  releafed  from  pain,  the  patient  is  too  apt 
to  increafe  the  quantity  of  this  inedimable 
remedy,  beyond  what  is  confident  with  the 
nature  of  the  diforder,  or  to  continue  its 
ufe  too  long.  The  mod  frequent  occafion 
for  medical  affidance  is  on  account  of  fome 
fympathetic  affedion  of  the  domach  and 
bowels,  urinary  paflages,  lungs,  &c.  and  as 

the  attack  is  commonly  fudden  and  alarm- 
ing 
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mg  in  its  appearance,  the  advice  of  the  phy- 
fician  is  at  fuch  times  fpeedily  required. 
Thefe  complaints  may  be  excited  by  indi- 
geftion,  the  ceafing  of  the  pain  in  the  joint, 
the  general  mobility  of  the  fyftem,  or  pre- 
ternatural irritability  of  the  part  affe&ed. 

162.  When  it  appears  that  acidity,  bile, 
phlegm,  or  indigeftion  is  the  caule  of  the 
diforder,  the  fpeedieft  relief  is  procured  by 
draughts  of  warm  water,  to  which  a fmal! 
quantity  of  fpirits  of  hartfhorn,  or  muftard 
flower,  may  be  added,  to  aflift  the  expul- 
sion of  them  by  vomiting.  If  this  method 
is  found  infufScient,  a proper  quantity  of 
tin&ure  of  ipicacuhan  fhould  be  given  to 
obtain  the  elfcd:  propofed  ; which  is  pre- 
ferable on  fuch  occafions  to  tartar  emetic, 
or  other  antimonial  vomits.  But,  after 
their  operation,  an  opiate  is  in  general  of 
great  fervice,  and  commonly  fee u res  the 
patient  from  a return  of  the  complaint* 

, » * > Y)  f ' 1 ,,  •.  ' -t  * 
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163.  The  ceafing  of  the  pain  indicates? 
fome  impediment  to  the  fecretion  of  the 
arthritic  matter,  and  that  the  fit  of  the  gout 
is  rendered  thereby  incomplete.  At  fuch 
times,  to  procure  immediate  relief,  warm 
wine,  or  brandy  and  water,  with  fpices,  a- 
mongft  which  ginger  in  powder  to  the 
quantity  of  a tea  fpoonful  or  two,  is  not 
the  leaft  effeftual,  are  ufually  given  with 
benefit.  In  fuch  cafes,  I have  never  per- 
mitted my  patients  to  drink  fuch  large  quan- 
tities of  wine,  or  ardent  fpirits,  as  I under- 
stand has  been  given  to  others.  Some 
practitioners  feem  even  to  vaunt  in  the 
number  of  bottles  of  ftrong  wine,  and  in 
the  quantity  of  ardent  fpirits,  they  permit- 
ted their  patients  to  take  in  the  courfe  of 
24  hours,  for  fuch  complaints  as  are  men- 
tioned in  par.  161.  But  I have  always 
confidered  the  giving  of  ftrong  liquors  to 
inebriation  as  a bad  praCtife,  as  it  induces 
debility  and  langour,  foon  after  their  ef- 
fects begin  to  ceafe.  In  all  obflinate  cafes,’ 
opium  properly  adminiftered  is  the  mod 

effectual 
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effectual  means  of  relief.  But  as  this  is 
only  palliating  till  nature  throws  out  part 
of  the  arthritic  matter  by  the  fkin,  kid- 
neys, or  otherwife,  but  more  particularly 
by  renewing  the  pain  in  the  joint,  our  en- 
deavours fhould  be  chiefly  directed  to  this 
laft  circumftance.  This  is  otten  obtained 
by  bathing  the  feet  in  warm  water,  and 
the  application  of  finapifms  till  they  raife 
confiderable  pain  in  the  part  to  which  they 
were  applied,  and  afterwards  wrapping  up 
the  feet  in  warm  flannel,  or  in  the  man- 
ner mentioned  in  par.  156. 

164.  If  we  fucceed  not  by  thefe  means, 
and  the  complaint  (till  continues,  blifter- 
ing  plafters  rauft  be  applied  to  the  ancles; 
in  fome  cafes,  they  are  afterwards  applied 
to  the  thighs,  even  to  the  arms,  and  fome- 
times  to  the  part  affe£tedj  with  fuccefs.  The 
inflammation  and  pain  excited  by  the  Spa- 

nifli  fl  ies  appears  to  lblicit  the  arthritic  mat- 

* 

ter  to  the  parts  inflamed,  (par.  105.)  for 
the  relief  in  fome  cafes  is  obtained  with  the 
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rifing  of  the  blifters,  though  in  general  it 
gradually  takes  place,  with  the  difcharge 
previous  to  the  healing  of  the  blifters.  Such 
fym pathetic  affedions  as  arife  merely  from 
mobility  of  the  fyftem,  or  of  fome  particu- 
lar part,  are  more  readily  fubdued  by  warm 
wine,  or  by  an  opiate  ; but,  when  they 
prove  obftinate,  a bliftering  plafter  near 
the  part  affeded,  in  general,  removes  the 
complaint.  Thefe  are  the  principal  reme~ 
dies  and  applications  occaftonally  ufed  dol- 
ing a fit  of  the  gout,  either  to  procure  the 
expulfion  of  the  arthritic  matter,  or  to  ie™ 
move  fuch  painful  and  alarming  fymptoms, 
as  fometimes  occur  during  a paroxyfm. 
There  are  other  means  employed  with  the 
fame  intention  of  removing  or  alleviating 
a fit  of  the  gout,  but  more  on  the  impiri- 
cal  plan,  and  not  in  fuch  general  ufe.  Mod 
of  them  are  unworthy  of  our  notice,  but 
there  are  feveral  which  merit  our  atten 

tion. 
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165.  To  abate  the  feverity  of  the  pain 
in  the  joint,  which,  from  the  fudden  in- 
flammation and  diftention  of  the  vcflels, 
f often  rifes  to  a very  great  height,  leeches 
have  been  applied  with  fuccefs.  Thofe 
who  have  experienced  the  application  of 
leeches  to  gouty  inflammations,  have  af- 
fured  me,  that  their  effeCt  in  mitigating  the 
pain  was  confiderable,  and  that  the  lame- 
nefs,  and  even  the  fit,  was  of  fhorter  dura- 
tion than  in  former  paroxyfms.  For  it  is 
reafonable  to  fuppofe,  that  topical  bleeding 
will  leflen  the  diftention  of  the  fmall  arte- 
ries, and  may  even  have  fome  effeCt  in  fo- 
liciting  the  inflammation  to  the  more  ex- 
ternal, and  lefs  fenfible  parts.  This  is  in 
general  an  application  of  the  patients  them- 
felves,  from  an  ardent  defire  of  relief  from 
a deep  feated  excruciating  pain  in  the 
joint,  and  as  it  is  ufually  fucceeded  by  an 
abatement  of  the  pain,  it  is  afterwards  re- 
peated on  fimilar  occafions.  The  only  ob- 
jection againft  this  praCtife,  is,  that,  in  the 
aukward  application  of  the  leeches,*  the 

part 
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part  affefted  may  be  too  long,  or  too  much 
expofed  to  the  cold  air  ; however,  this  is 
eafily  prevented  by  a fkillful  and  experi- 
enced hand  in  the  ufe  of  them.  But,  to  il- 
luftrate  the  utility  of  this  praftife,  it  may 
not  be  improper  to  fubjoin  the  following 
cafe. 

1 66.  A gentleman  30  years  of  age, 
with  an  hereditary  difpofition  to  the  gout, 
having  in  other  refpe&s  a good  conftitu- 
tion,  was  in  the  beginning  of  the  year 
1768,  about  three  days  after  he  had  taken 
a long  walk  from  the  country  in  hard  froft, 
with  tight  or  new  fhoes,  feized  with  his 
firft  fit  of  the  gout.  The  inflammation 
which  fpread  over  the  ancle  and  out  fide 
of  the  left  foot,  extended  likewife  up  the 
leg,  near  to  the  calf,  refembling  in  its  ap- 
pearance an  eryfipelatous  inflammation. 
The  pain  was  confulerable,  and  the  rednefs 
and  fwelling  more  extenfive  than  is  com- 
monly obferved  in  fits  of  the  gout.  Dur* 
ing  a painful  illnefs  of  three  weeks,  a final! 
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fuppuration  took  place  on  the  outfide  of 
the  foot,  which  healed  up  as  the  difeafe 
declined  ; but  this  fevere  paroxyfm  left 
a conliderable  weaknefs  in  that  limb  for 
feveral  weeks.  This  patient  was  bred  a 
furgeon  ; as  fuch  he  pra&ifed  abroad  for 
feveral  years  with  reputation*  Being  a 
perfon  of  obiervation  and  of  a clear  under- 
{landing,  fome  credit  was  given  by  a phy- 
fician  who  attended  with  me,  to  the  pa- 
tient’s opinion,  that  his  diforder  was  not 
the  gout,  but  an  ardent  eryfipelatous  in- 
flammation ; nor  was  this  doubt  of  theirs 
removed,  till  a fimilar  fit  feized  the  right 
foot,  after  an  interval  of  about  two  years. 
Our  patient  had  this  laft  paroxyfm  in  Lon- 
don, where,  in  difcharging  the  duty  of  a 
civil  employment,  he  has  fince  refided. 
By  a letter  from  this  gentleman,  fome 
weeks  ago,  he  informs  me,  that,  from  the 
year  1770  to  the  year  1779*  he  had  a re- 
gular fit  of  the  gout  every  twelve  months, 
and  fometimes  oftener,  firft  in  one  foot 
and  ancle,  then  in  the  other  \ but  it  never 
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went  higher.  During  every  fit,  the  pain 
and  inflammation  frequently  moved  from 
one  part  to  another  of  the  foot.  It  ufual- 
ly  fixed  in  the  heel  for  two  or  three  days, 
then  moved  to  the  great  toe  and  ancle,  tor 
nearly  the  fame  time,  and  afterwards  to 
the  other  foot,  fhifting  from  place  to  place 
untill  the  fit  was  completed.  Thefe  pa- 
roxyfms  commonly  confined  him  for  a 
month,  and  the  fubfequent  weaknefs  in  his 
feet  and  ancles  ufually  continued  for  an 
equal  fpace  of  time* 

167.  About  the  year  1779,  Mr  Robert- 
fon,  furgeon  at  Richmond,  recommended 
to  him  the  application  of  leeches  on  the 
firfl  appearance  of  pain  and  inflammation, 
as  a.praflife  in  which  he  had  been  fuccefl- 
ful  in  a great  number  of  arthritic  patients. 
From  the  too  general  opinion,  that  all  ap- 
plications to  gouty  inflammations  were 
dangerous,  the  leeches*  were  applied  with 
great  relu£Iance>  three  to  the  ball  of  the 
great  toe,  and  the  fame  number  to  the  an- 
cle ; 
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cle ; by  the  application  of  warm  cloths 
they  bled  freely,  and  the  relief  was  confi- 
derable.  This  encouraged  him  to  repeat 
the  application  of  the  leeches,  as  often  as  a 
new  pain  arofe  in  the  heel,  or  other  parts 
of  the  foot,  and  always  with  the  fame  iuc- 
cefs  By  this  treatment  of  the  difeafe,  the 
duration  of  the  paroxyfm  was  fhortened, 
and  the  fubfequent  weaknefs  of  the  limbs 
was  lefs  than  in  former  fits  of  this  difor- 
der  ; for,  in  a week  from  the  commence- 

. 1 

ment  of  the  paroxyfm,  the  patient  was  a- 
ble  to  walk  about  his  houfe,  and  in  eight 
days  more  to  go  abroad.  This  plan  of  re- 
covery was  not  followed  by  any  bad  con- 
fequences,  and  being  in  every  refpe£t  great- 
ly preferable  to  his  former  method  of  flan- 
nel and  patience,  he  refolved,  in  all  future 
fits  of  the  gout,  to  employ  the  fame  means 
for  the  fpeedy  mitigation  of  the  pain  and 
inflammation,  and  fhortening  the  (time  of 
the  paroxyfm.  He  has  continued  the  fame 
pra&ife  in  every  fit  of  the  gout  fince  the 
year  1779,  and  always  with  the  fame  good 

effects* 
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effe&s.  He  has  likewife  obferved,  that 
the  intervals,  fince  he  began  the  ufe  of  the 
leeches,  have  gradually  lengthened,  and 
that  he  has  not  had  a fit  of  the  gout  for 
thefe  four  years  paft.  He  befides  informs 
me,  that  fuch  arthritic  patients  of  his  ac- 
quaintance, as  were  prevailed  on  to  apply 
the  leeches,  in  the  manner  mentioned,  re- 
ceived equal  benefit  from  them.  But 
there  were  others,  who  from  applying  the 
leeches  too  fparingly,  received  little  advan- 
tage from  them  ; though  he  never  knew 
that  they  did  any  harm.  Thefe  perfons 
generally  took  fright  on  the  ceafing  of  the 
pain  and  inflammation,  in  the  part  to  which 
the  leeches  were  applied,  efpecially  if  foon 
after  another  part  of  the  foot  was  affii&ed 
in  the  fame  manner,  which  is  a common 
circumftance  in  the  progrefs  of  a fit  of  the 
gout,  whether  leeches  are  applied  or  not. 

1 68.  This  account  of  the  benefit  derived 
from  the  application  of  leeches,  in  abating 
the  inflammation  and  pain  in  a fit  of  the 

g°utf 
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gout,  is  fo  favourable,  that  it  is  to  be  re- 
gretted this  pradlice  has  noc  become  more 
general.  A diflike  to  the  ufe  of  leeches 
fometimes  arifes  from  an  averfion  to  the 
fight  of  thefe  ufeful  reptiles  ; but  is  oftener 
owing  to  a dread  of  their  obftruding  the 
natural  courfe  of  the  diforder : For  even 
the  fudden  relief  patients  receive  from  their 
application,  gives  an  alarm,  as  if  they  had 
that  effed,  which  is  not  the  cafe.  Jt  is 
owing  to  thefe  prejudices,  that  we  have  fo 
few  infiances  of  a complete  trial  of  the 
utility  of  leeches  in  the  cure  of  the  gout. 
For  I know  no  perfon  who  has  profecuted 
this  plan  of  recovery  with  fo  heady  a per- 
feverance,  or  with  fo  much  fuccefs  as  the 
above  gentleman,  who  had  thereby  his  fits 
of  the  gout  rendered  much  milder  and 
fhorter,  the  intervals  were  protraded, 
and  he  has  been  free  from  the  gout  for 
thefe  four  years.  Thefe  happy  effeds 
ought  to  remove  every  objection  to  the  ufe 
of  leeches,  efpecially  as  I have  further  to 
obferve,  that  though  this  gentleman,  from 

F e choice* 
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choice,  leads  a temperate  life,  yet  he  in4 
forms  me,  that,  on  particular  occafions,  he 
has  no  great  ftri&ure  on  himfelf,  either  in 
regard  to  his  diet  or  quantity  of  wine. 

169  Warm  poultices  have  likewife  been 
propofed  to  abate  the  inflammation  and  fe- 
verity  of  the  pain,  in  a fit  of  the  gout ; 
and  were  it  pofiible  to  keep  them  in  an 
equal  degree  of  heat,  they  might,  perhaps, 
anfwet  the  intention.  But  as  this  is  fierce- 
ly pra&icabJe,  and  as  the  application  of  a 
cold  poultice  wrould  have  a dangerous  ten- 
dency, they  ought,  on  that  account,  to  be 
reje&ed.  A phyfician  in  confiderable  prac- 
tice here  fome  years  ago,  recommended  a 
particular  cataplafm,  for  alleviating  the  in- 
flammation and  pain,  in  a fit  of  the  gout. 
It  was  compofed  of  a pound  or  a quart  of 
xye  meal,  two  ounces  of  fait,  four  ounces 
of  yeft,  and  as  much  warm  water  as  to 
make  it  into  a pafte  or  dough,  of  a con- 
fidence fimilar  to  what  is  fent  to  the 

oven. 
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©ven*.  This  is  then  rolled  out  to  the 
thicknefs  of  half  an  inch,  large  enough  to 
cover  the  foie,  toes,  and  half  of  the  up- 
per part  of  the  foot,  to  be  applied  as  warm 
as  it  can  be  borne,  and  renewed  every  ten 
or  twelve  hours,  or  as  often  as  it  becomes 
dry. 

170.  My  experience  in  this  application 

goes  no  farther  than  one  inftance,  in  which 

it  proved  fuccefsful.  This  was  in  the  cafe 
✓ \ 
of  a cook  in  a nobleman’s  family,  who  was 

fuddenly  feized  with  the  gout,  in  the  night 
preceding  an  entertainment,  of  which  he 
had  the  chief  management.  When  the 
above  cataplafm  was  firft  applied,  he  was 
fcarcely  able  to  hand  at  his  drefler  ; in  an 
hour  or  two  he  moved  about  with  difficul- 
ty, and  at  lad  with  great  eafe  ; and  two  or 
three  of  thefe  applications  freed  him  of 
the  gout  for  that  time.  I confidered  this 

patient 

* The  water,  yeft,  and  fait,  fhould  be  mixed  before 
they  are  added  to  the  meal. 
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patient  as  in  a particular  fiiuation  favour- 
able for  fuch  an  experiment  ; fer  the  flag 
ilones  in  the  kitchen  being  kept  warm  by 
the  large  fires  and  ftoves,  there  was  little 
danger  to  be  apprehended  from  the  cata- 
plafms  becoming  cold.  Notwithstanding, 
the  fuccefsful  treatment  of  this  patient, 
which  appears  to  have  arilen  from  a warm 
fomentation  to  the  feet,  I have  not  conti- 
nued this  practice,  being  always  afraid  of 
fuch  applications  becoming  cold,  and  of 
courfe  dangerous.  Befides,  as  the  fame 
good  effeds  are  more  readily  and  fafely  ob- 
tained by  the  foot-focks  and  bootikins  (par° 

3 j6. ) 1 have  always  preierred  them  to  ca- 
taplafnis,  or  any  other  wet  application. 

iyi.  The  accefs  of  cold  air  to  gouty  in- 
flammations, produces  a foothing  and  plea- 
fan*  fenfation,  from  an  abatement  of  the 
heat  and  pain.  The  application  of  cola 
water  is  flill  more  powerful  in  flopping  the 
progrefs  of  the  inflammation,  and  when 
lone  continued,  for  the  mod  part  carries  it 
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off  entirely,  or  renders  the  fit  incomplete. 
This  is  a moft  dangerous  practice,  becaufe 
it  puts  a flop  to  the  critical  difchargeof  the 
arthritic  matter,  which  is  of  courfe  retain- 
ed in  the  habit. . As  this  practice  is  not  al- 
ways followed  immediately  by  any  bad 
confequence,  the  patient  feeming  to  efcape 
the  painful  duration  of  a fit  with  impuni- 
ty, he  is  encouraged  to  repeat  it  in  fucceed- 
ing  paroxyfms,  till  it  at  laft  becomes  fatal. 
This  fadt  is  fo  generally  known,  that  it  is 
unneceffary  to  give  examples.  The  bad 
efTedts  of  this  method  of  flopping  the  na- 
tural progrefs  of  a lit,  is  fometimes  felt  im- 
mediately after  the  bathing  of  the  feet  in 
cold  water ; but  at  other  times,  two  or  three 
weeks,  or  months  elapfe,  before  a delirium, 
palfy,  or  fudden  death,  fhews  the  bad  con- 
fequences  of  this  noxious  practice  The 
diftance  of  time  from  the  cold  bathing  at 
which  thefe  difmal  effedts  take  place,  often 
leads  to  a falfe  opinion  with  regard  to  the 
caufe  of  them.  But  as  often  as  fuch  cafes 
trill  admit  of  a clear  explanation,  it  fhould 

be 
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be  given,  to  prevent  others  from  falling  in- 
to the  fame  fatal  miftake. 

h t 1 i i.j  ji,  * 

172.  Cold  water,  the  folution  of  cer* 
tain  metallic  falts,  and  other  cooling  a* 
ftringents,  that  are  known  to  leflfen  or  ob- 
ftru£t  the  advancement  of  inflammations* 
are  ufually  denominated  repellants*  This 
appellation  of  thefe  fubftances,  gives  the 
idea  as  if  they  had  the  power  of  producing 
a retrograde  motion  in  the  fluids*  and  par- 
ticularly of  the  morbid  matter  exciting  the 
inflammation.  When  fmall  veffels,  con- 
veying in  their  natural  ftate  pellucid  fluids* 
are  fo  diftended,  in  inflamed  parts,  as  to  be 
filled  with  red  blood,  they,  on  the  caufe  of 
the  inflammation  being  removed,  will  re- 
turn to  their  former  fize.  In  this  recovery 
to  their  natural  diameters,  in  which  they 
may  be  afiifted  by  aftringents,  the  red 
blood  will  be  pufhed  back  into  larger 
branches,  and  fo  far  a retrograde  motion 
muft  be  admitted,  but  no  farther,  to  my 

knowledge  or  obfervation.  But  this  con- 
cerns 
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cerns  not  the  acrid  matter  exciting  the  in- 
flammation, which  appears  to  be  fecreted 
from  the  blood,  by  the  exhalent  arteries 
opening  on  furfaces,  and  when  once  fecret- 
ed, cannot  be  thrown  back  into  the  fame 
veflels.  It  may  indeed  be  abforbed,  as  it 
certainly  is  in  a greater  or  lefs  quantity,  in 
every  inflammation  ; for  the  lymphatics  are 
the  moft  powerful  agents  in  terminating 
inflammations  by  refolution  *.  Thefe  con- 
federations have  induced  me,  for  many 
years,  to  rejed  every  idea  of  a retrograde 
motion  in  the  morbid  matter  exciting  in- 
flammation. For  the  fame  reafon  I have 
difufed  the  term  repellant , applied  to  the 
remedies  ufed  in  the  cure  of  inflammation, 
as  improper,  on  account  of  its  leading  to  a 
falfe  notion  of  the  manner  in  which  thefe 
remedies  ad  in  producing  their  eflfeds. 

173*  The 

* It  is  eafy  to  imagine,  that  the  office  of  the  lym- 
phatics may  fometimes  be  fufpended  by  compreffiure, 
in  inflammations  tending  to  fuppuration,  or  from  the 
acrid  quality  of  the  matter  to  be  abforbed. 
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173.  The  operation,  therefore,  of  t’noie 
remedies  that  are  known  to  aflfid  in  the  di- 
minution or  cure  of  inflammation,  remains 
to  be  explained.  This  mod  probably 
depends  on  the  adringent  and  cooling 
qualities  they  in  common  poflefs,  which, 
from  their  peculiar  dimulus,  leflens  or 
puts  a flop  to  the  morbid  fecretion,  and 
increafes  the  power  of  the  abforbents. 
From  the  view  1 have  taken  of  the  origin 
of  inflammation,  this  is  the  only  explana- 
tion I can  fugged,  of  the  manner  in  which 
metallic,  and  other  neutral  falts,  diffolved  in 
water,  a£t,  in  producing  their  effects.  As 
thefe  folutions  are  generally  applied  cold, 
It  is  perhaps  to  this  circumdance  chiefly 
that  their  virtues  are  to  be  attributed.  For 
we  know  that  cold  water  alone  removes 
flight  inflammations  in  the  eyes,  and  other 
parts,  and  that  bathing  the  feet  in  cold  wa- 
ter, carries  off  an  incipient  gouty  inflam- 
mation in  thefe  parts. 


i 
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1 74.  Th  ere'are  fome  circumftances  relative 
to  the  fecretion  and  abforption  of  morbid 
fluids,  that  at  firft  fight  feem  to  contradict 
each  other,  but,  from  experience  and  ob- 
servation, are  reconcilable.  For  many  are 

r 

the  chronic,  and  Sometimes  dangerous  dis- 
orders, which  refult  from  the  retention  of 
acrid  fluids  in  the  habit,  which,  on  a com- 
plete critical  difeharge  of  them,  difappear. 
But,  as-the  lymphatics  are  always  a&ive,  it 
'may  be  afked,  why  the  diforders  which  a- 
rofe  from  the  acrid  fluids,  before  they  were 
fecreted,  return  not,  in  fome  degree,  on 
part  of  the  fame  morbid  matter  being  ab- 
sorbed and  again  carried  into  the  circula- 
tion ? This  queftion  is  not  fo  applicable 
to  critical  difeharges,  by  the  excretories  of 
the  {kin,  kidneys,  or  inteflines  ; though,  in 
this  lad  cafe,  fome  pait  of  the  morbid 
fluids  may  be  abforbed,  before  the  whole 
can  be  thrown  out  of  the  body.  But, 
when  fuch  morbid  fluids  are  thrown  on 
the  furfaces  of  mufcular  fibres,  Small  vef- 
Sels,  cellular  fubftance,  or  other  Soft  parts  of 

Ff  the 
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the  body,  a greater  or  lefs  portion  of  thefe 
fluids  muff  be  abforbed.  1 he  quantity  of 
the  acrid  matter  taken  up  by  the  lymphatic* 
will  correfpond  with  the  manner  in  which 
the  inflammations,  thereby  excited,  termi- 
nate, and  according  to  the  greater  or  lefs 
depth  of  the  feat  of  the  inflammation.  For, 
when  the  inflammation  terminates  by  re- 
folution,  a greater  quantity  will  be  abforb- 
ed than  when  it  ends  in  fuppuration,  or 
mortification.  When  fuperficial,  fome  part 
of  the  morbid  matter  may  be  carried  off 
by  the  excretories  of  the  fkin,  or  by  tnofe 
terminating  on  the  furface  of  the  vilcus  in- 
flamed ; but,  if  the  inflammation  is  deep 
feated,  and  ends  by  refolution,  then  the 
whole  of  the  morbid  matter  is  carried  off 

by  abforption. 


175.  But  it  is  a furprifing  circumftance, 

that  in  every  inflammation,  more  or  lefs 

of  a morbid  matter,  after  it  has  been  le- 

creted,  is  carried  again  into  the  circulation, 

feemingly  with  impunity.  For  thofe  dil- 

orders 
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orders  are  not  reproduced,  that  were  ex- 
cited by  it  before  it  was  fecreted,  or  during 
the  exiftence  of  that  falutary  effort  of  na- 
ture to  throw  it  out  of  the  circulation.  It 

» 

is  true,  that  in  fome  difeafes,  when  the 

. . § 

quantity  taken  up  by  the  lymphatics  is 

confiderable,  it  has  alarming  coni'equences, 
as  in  the  fmall-pox,  and  meafles,  of  a ma- 
lignant kind,  it  produces  what  we  call  the 
fecondary  fever,  which  is  fometimes  fatal. 
But,  when  thefe  diforders  are  of  a mild  fort, 

even  when  convulfions  and  other  alarming 

/-  > 

iymptoms  have  preceded  the  eruption,  and 
the  number  of  puftules  is  confiderable,  the 
abforption  goes  on  without  any  apparent 
bad  confequence.  Thefe  obfervations,  how- 
ever, are  not  fo  applicable  to  inflammations 
accompanied  with  proper  fever,  as  to  thofe 
accompanied  with  fymptomatic  fever  only. 
Neither  do  I aflert,  in  this  laft  cafe,  that, 
when  the  quantity  of  matter  abforbed  is 
confiderable,  or  remarkably  acrid,  it  is 

harmlcfs,  becaufe,  in  fuch  inftances,  we 

«•*'  ..  • 

frequently  experience  its  deleterious  and 

fometimes 
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fometimes  fatal  effeds-  All  I wifh  here 
to  reprefent  is,  that,  when  the  quantity  of 
matter  abforbed  is  not  great,  or  very  acrid, 

the  difturbance  it  occafions  in  the  habit 

} * ’ 

is  much  lefs  than  might  be  expeded.  For, 
in  ordinary  inflammations  ending  in  refo- 
lution,or  even  in  fuppurations  of  a moderate 

/ ■ r ’ ' 

fize,  where  the  abforption  muft  in  fome 
cafes  be  confiderable,  no  remarkably  bad 
confequence  is  obferved.  But,  in  eryfi- 
pelatous  inflammations, and  that  of  the  gout, 
where  the  morbid  matter  is  more  acrid, 
fome  fymptoms  fimilar  to  thofe  which 
preceeded  the  inflammation,  fometimes  re- 
cur during  the  recovery  of  the  patient. 

176.  To  thefe  obfervations  it  may  be 
objedted,  that  the  minuteft  portion  of  the 
matter  of  the  fmall-pox,  mealies,  or  other 
febrile,  intedious  diforder.s,  are  capable  of 
communicating  the  fame  difeafes  to  others, 
that  exifled  in  the  perfon  from  whom  they 
were  taken,  and  of  courfe  that  they  retain 
their  original  acrimony.  But  this  mull  be 

underftood 
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underftood  to  concern  their  infe&ious  pow- 
er only,  and  not  the  acrimony  they  in 
common  poffefs  with  other  noxious  fluids, 
not  of  a febrile  origin.  For  we  afcribe 
the  fecondary  fever,  after  an  unfavourable 
fort  of  the  fmall-pox,  to  the  quantity  of 
purulent  matter  abforbed,  and  not  to  its 
infe&ious  quality  ; becaufe,  in  general,  no 
fuch  fever  fucceeds  to  the  milder  kinds. 
In  a fubje&  fo  obfcure,  perhaps,  no  com- 
plete explanation  can  be  given  ; but  till 
fuch  is  prefented  to  us,  I (hall  offer,  with 
diffidence,  what  at  prefent  occurs  to  me 
on  that  head. 

177.  In  every  critical  inflammation,  we 
are  not  to  fuppofe  that  the  whole  of  the 
morbid  matter  generated  in  the  body  is 
thrown  on  the  inflamed  part,  fome  portion 
of  it  efcapes  by  the  {kin,  kidneys,  and  o- 
ther  excretories.  This  is  evident  from  the 
perfpiration,  and  turbid  urine  towards  the 
end  of  rheumatic,  and  gouty  inflamma- 
tions. Thefe  evacuations  are  in  common 

t . b 
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with  other  critical  difcharges,  and  lefleu 
the  quantity  proportionably  of  the  morbid 
matter  in  the  habit.  The  matter  abforbed 
probably  undergoes  fome  alteration,  in  its 
courfe  through  the  lymphatics  and  lym- 
phatic glands,  in  its  paffage  to  the  fubcla- 
vion  vein.  But  it  moft  likely  Tuffers  a 
ftill  greater  change  in  the  courfe  of  the 
circulation,  which  may  fit  it  more  effec- 
tually to  be  thrown  out  of  the  body  by  the 
ufual  emundories.  Befides,  the  cuftom 
of  nature  to  a particular  ftimulus,  may  go 
a great  way  to  its  being  borne  for  fome 
time,  without  any  apparent  inconvenience. 

iy8.  The  number  of  uncommon  cafes, 
and  fome  of  them  rather  of  a marvellous 
kind,  that  are  in  our  medical  records,  and 
from  which  we  can  draw  no  ufeful  ccn- 
clufion,  is  very  great.  This  may  arile 
from  our  ignorance  of  the  manner  in 
which  nature  ads,  on  being  particularly 
affeded,  our  not  knowing  the  eaufe  of  the 

difeafe,  and  fometimes  from  a falfe  repre- 

fentation 
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fentation  6 f fads*  In  general,  the  cafes  of 
marvel,  more  calculated  to  aftonifh  than 
inftrud,  may  be  placed  with  thefe  laft,  to 
be  forgotten,  becaufe  no  ufeful  inference 
can  be  drawn  from  them.  I mean  not  to 
draw  any  difbelief  on  thofe  cafes,  however 
uncommon  in  their  appearance,  that  are 
given  to  us  with  fidelity  and  candour ; this 
would  be  to  oppofe  truth,  which  muft  al- 
ways be  attended  with  diferedit.  For  cafes 
of  an  extraordinary  nature,  and  accompa- 
nied with  fingular  circumftances,  will 
fometimes  occur,  which,  on  account  of  our 
ignorance  of  certain  operations  in  the  ani- 
mal body,  admit  not  of  any  fatisfadory 
explanation.  In  conduding  the  cure  on 
fuch  cccafions,  we  are  obliged  to  become 
empirics,  having  nothing  but  experience 
for  our  guide.  But,  when  we  are  fo  for** 
tunate  as  to  acquire  fome  knowledge  of 
the  caufe,  then  feveral  circumftances  in  the 
hiftory  of  the  difeafe,  that  were  involved 
in  obfeurity,  become  more  intelligible.  Af- 
ter this  we  become  more  regular,  can  ac- 
count 
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count  for  our  pradife,  explain  the  opera- 
tions of  medicines,  and  can  give  fome  fa- 
tisfadory  reafons  for  the  fuccefs  of  certain 
remedies  ufed  by  empirics  in  the  cure  of 
the  diforder.  In  confirmation  of  this  laft 
obfervation,  there  is  a remarkable  cafe,  and 
quackifh  cure,  of  the  gout,  given  us  by  the 
late  Dr  David  Clerk,  in  his  ingenious  trea- 
tife  on  the  arthritis  anomala  and  true  gout. 
Although  the  method  obferved  by  the 
Dodor’s  patient  to  free  himfelf  from  a fit 
of  the  gout,  cannot  in  general  be  pradif- 
ed,  or  recommended  ; yet,  as  it  will  ferve 
to  illuftrate  fome  part  of  the  foregoing 
dodrine,  concerning  the  caufe  and  cure  of 
the  gout,  I fhall  tranfcribe  it  in  the  Doc- 
tor’s own  words. 

» 

179*  4 William  Richardfon,  footman  to 
4 a lady  of  quality,  naturally  a flrong  man, 
4 and  now  aged  fifty  five,  was  feized  with 
€ the  gout  about  twenty  years  ago.  For 
4 the  firft  eight  or  nine  years,  he  had  a fit 
6 once  every  year  in  the  fpring,  which  11 1- 
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* ed  to  laft  above  a month.  After  that,  he 
c was  told  by  fomebody,  that  he  might 
4 free  himfelf  of  the  gout,  if  he  would  at 

* its  firft  appearance,  eat  one,  or  more  fait 

c herrings  at  bed  time  by  way  of  (upper, 
4 and  tafte  no  other  food,  or  drink,  that 
6 night.:  That  one  herring  would  cure  a 

4 flight  fit  ; but  that,  if  the  fit  was  very  fe- 
4 vere,  it  would  require  two  or  three ; that 
4 this  fhould  be  continued  for  three  nights 
4 fuccefilvely,  if  the  gout  fhould  not  be  en- 
4 lately  gone  before  that  time  : And  that  it 
c was  neceffary  to  take  the  herrings  i freight 
c from  the  pickle,  without  wafhing  them, 
4 and  to  roaft  them.  He  accordingly  fol- 
4 lowed  the  prefcription,  and  the  firft  time 

* he  was  feized  with  the  gout,  that  he 
4 might  make  lure  of  fuccefs,  he  eat  three 
4 whole  herrings  at  bed- time,  after  the 
4 manner  prefcribed,  and  next  morning 
4 was  fo  well,  as  to  be  able  to  go  abroad 
4 about  his  bufmefs  ; nor  did  he  ftand  in 

* need  of  a fecond  night  of  the  cure  at  that 

4 time.  Every  year  ftnee,  he  has  follow- 
er g 5 ed 
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4 ed  the  fame  method,  eating  three  her- 
4 rings  at  bed  time,  when  the  fit  attacked 
4 him  ; and,  when  he  did  it  at  the  begin- 
4 ning  of  the  fit,  he  was  always  well  next 

4 day  ; but,  if  he  allowed  the  fit  to  go  on 
4 for  fome  days,  it  obliged  him  to  have  ie- 

* courfe  to  the  herrings,  for  three  nights 
4 running  \ however,  he  was  fure  of  being 
4 well  in  three  days  at  moft.  The  nights 
4 on  which  he  took  the  remedy?  he  wiap- 
4 ped  his  feet  in  flannel,  and  they  fweat- 
f ecp  As  the  di  ft  refs  for  want  of  drink 

* was  excefiive  during  the  night,  he  ufed 
4 to  chew  forne  hay  or  draw,  with  a view 
4 to  leften  the  violence  oi  bis  thiift.  E 

4 ver  fince  he  began  this  method  of  cure, 
4 he  has  had  very  good  health  through 
4 the  reft  of  the  year,  except  the  firft  year. 
4 For,  having  been  inuch  hurt  by  a fall 

* from  a tree  that  ^ear,  viz.  in  fummer 

* 1 75 Pi  he  loft  much  oi  his  ftrength,  of 
4 his  fight,  and  of  his  memory  ; but,  by 
< the  ule  of  fome  medicines  and  a feton 
\ in  his  neck,  he  was  perfectly  recovered 

‘ before 
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4 before  the  time  of  the  gout’s  returning 
4 upon  him  next  fpring.  This  prefent 
4 year,  his  health  has  been  very  good, 

4 though  he  had  no  fit  of  the  gout  laft 
4 fpring  as  ufual,  which  is  the  firft  time 
1 he  has  miffed  it  thefe  twenty  years.  I 
4 never  knew  above  one,  or  two  other 
4 people  who  tried  this  method  of  cure  J 
4 but,  as  they  had  not  fortitude  enough  to 
4 withftand  the  Violence  of  the  third:,  and 
4 were  obliged  to  quench  it  with  drink  in 
4 the  night,  it  did  not  anfwer 

180.  Neither  Dr  Clerk,  nor  Dr  \Yhyted 
Vvho  made  a report  on  Dr  Clerk’s  paper 
to  the  Philofophical  Society,  both  men  of 
learning,  genius,  obfervation,  and  in  con- 
liderable  pradife,  attempted  to  account  for 
the  remarkable  effeds  of  the  fait  herrings 
in  the  above  cafe.  Nor  could  an  explana- 
tion be  given,  on  any  theory  of  the  gout 
I have  yet  feen  5 but,  from  the  nature  and 

caufe 

* Eflays  and  obfervations  phyf.  and  lit.  of  Ed im 
vol.  3.  page  4 Cl* 
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caufe  of  this  didemper,  as  dated  in  this 
and  the  preceding  fedion,  I apprehend  it 
will  be  dearly  underdood. 

1.8  f.  The  wrapping  up  the  feet  in  flan- 
nel, is  no  more  than  experience  has  taught,, 
to  defend  the  tender  inflamed  parts  from 
the  fridion  of  the  bed  cloaths,  and  to  in- 
ereafe  the  perfpiration,  which  aflids  in 
fhortening  the  duration  of  the  paroxyfm. 
But  a-  fit  of  the  gout,  which  formerly  con- 
tinued for  a month,  being*  carried  off  in 
ten  or  twelve  hours,  mud  be  afcribed  fole- 
ly  to  the  herrings,  or  rathejr  to  the  fait 
they  contained.  The  third  which  this  pa- 
tient differed  in  the  night,  mud  have  been 
^ery  great.  For  no  condiment  ufed  in 
diet,  is  fo  powerful  in  exciting  that  difa- 
greeable  fenfati.on  as  fea  fait,  as  fhali  be 
flicwn  more  particularly  in  a future  treatife 
on  Abforption.  But  it  mud  be  remarked,, 
that  third  is  the  criterion  of  the  increafed 
ad  ion  of  the  lymphatics,  and  the  exertion 
©f  their  powers  mud  be  meafiwed,  by  the 

degree 
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degree  of  third  which  attends  their  action. 
Hence  we  may  fafely  conclude,  that,  after 
2 fupper  of  three  fait  herrings  from  the 
pickle,  unwaflred,  and  broiled,  without  be- 
ing permitted  to  drink  till  next  day,  the 
abforption  of  fecreted  fluids  mu  ft  have 
been  confiderable*  It  was  during  that  pe- 
riod of  differing  from  exceflive  third,  that 
I fuppofe  the  arthritic  matter  fecreted,  and 
about  to  produce  a painful  gouty  inflam- 
mation, was  greedily  abforbed  by  the  lym- 
phatics, to  be  mixed  again  with  the  circu- 
lating fluids.  The  confequence  of  this  ab- 
forption of  the  arthritic  matter,  was  a free- 
dom from  the  gout  next  day,  provided  this 
extraordinary  method  of  cure  was  prac-' 
tifed  at  the  commencement  of  the  fit.  But, 
if  it  was  delayed  to  the  fecond*  or  third 
day  after  the  attack  of  the  diforder,  then- 
the  repetition  of  this  Angular  remedy  was 
neceflary,  even  to  the  third  night.  For 
the  increafed  action  of  the  lymphatics  for 
one  night,  was  not  fufEcient  for  the  com- 
plete abforption  of  the  arthritic  matter,  in- 
creafed 
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creafed  in  quantity  by  time,  and  pain.' 
This  fuppofition  appears  to  be  proved  by 
another  experiment  ; for  thofe  men  who 
eat  broiled  herrings  with  the  fame  view* 
but  quenched  their  thrift  with  drink  dur- 
ing the  night,  were  not  cured,  becaufe  the 
powers  of  the  lymphatics  were  chiefly  ex- 
erted in  the  abforption  of  a large  quantity 
of  drink,  taken  into  the  ftomach. 

182.  From  the  reprefentatiori  given  of 
the  Atonic  Gout,  in  paragraphs  62,  63, 
73,  74,  and  in  other  parts  of  this  treatife, 
it  appears  unneceflary  to  enlarge  on  the 
management  of  thofe  who  labour  under 
this  afflnfting  ftate  of  the  difeafe.  In  this 
laft  period  of  the  gout,  accompanied  with 
great  debility  and  langour  of  mind  and  bo- 
dy, with  all  the  effects  of  an  accumulated 
acrimony  in  the  habit,  we  muft  confider 
the  diforder  as  incurable.  In  fuch  cafes, 
the  Ikill  of  the  phyftcian  reaches  no  fur- 
ther than  to  alleviate  pain,  and  the  anoma- 
lous complaints  incident  to  this  ftage  of 

the 
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the  difeafe,  and  by  fuch  means  as  are  men*- 
tioned  in  paragraph  62.  The  intervals  of 
freedom  from  complaint  are  prorradled, 
and  the  diforder  in  general  mitigated,  by  a 
proper  regulation  of  diet,  with  their  ac- 
cuftomed  quantity  of  wine,  or  other  ftrong 
liquors,  and  by  prompting  them  to  as 
much  exercife  as  their  debilitated  hate  will 
permit  them  to  take.  With  the  fame  view, 
iffues,  and  in  fome  cafes,  fetons,  are  ufecj 
with  advantage  ; but  on  a fudden  and  fe~ 
vere  attack  of  fome  diforder,  threatening 
danger,  more  immediate  relief  is  obtained 
by  blifters.  As  fuch  perfoqs  are  more  fub- 
je£t  to  indigeftion,  flatulency,  and  coftive- 
nefs,  than  formerly,  fome  ftomachic  laxa- 
tive medicine,  of  a gentle  operation,  fhould 
be  at  hand  to  obviate  thefe  complaints- 
When  acidity,  or  phlegm,  are  prevalent  in 
the  primae  viae,  the  aqua  mephitica  alca- 
Una  of  Dobfon,  as  formerly  mentioned,  is 
of  fervice.  The  rubbing  the  whole  body 

every  day,  and  particularly  the  ftiff  joints, 

#* 

with  a flannel  or  flefln  brufh,  fupplies  in 

fome 


An  Inquiry 


240 

fome  degree  the  want  of  proper  exercife* 
and  it  is  on  that  account  of  great  ufe  (par* 
124.).  If  debility  does  not  preclude  the 
patient  from  the  ufe  of  the  warm  bath,  it 
is  of  benefit  in  fome  cafes,  though  it  ought 
not  to  be  repeated  above  once  a week. 
This  is  to  promote  the  perfpiration  ; and, 
for  the  fame  reafon,  warm  cloathing,  par- 
ticularly to  the  feet  and  legs,  ought  to  be 
recommended. 

183.  In  the  preceding  paragraphs  oa 
the  cure  of  the  gout,  I have  endeavoured 
to  point  out  the  manner  in  which  the  fe- 
verai  remedies,  ufed  with  fuccefs  in  this 
difeafe,  produce  their  falutary  effeds.  In 
treating  of  this  part  of  my  fubjed,  it  ap- 
pears, that  the  operation  of  the  feveral 
means  and  medicines  mentioned,  affift  us, 
almoft  in  every  inftance,  in  explaining  the 
nature  and  caufe  of  this  diftemper.  If  this 

1 ' ' - • • . * - 

obfervation  is  well  founded,  it  is  the  ftrong- 
eft  proof  that  can  be  given  of  the  truth  of 
the  preceding  do&rine.  But,  as  the  view 

that 
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that  is  tak£ti  of  this  di (order  in  general,  arid 
the  explanations  that  are  given  of  the 
fymptoms  that  precede,  and  fucceed  a pa- 
roxyfin  ; of  the  immediate  caufe  of  a lit, 
the  inflammation  that  accompanies  it,  and 
the  operation  of  particular  remedies,  arfe 
new,  I offer  them  to  the  public,  as  I ought, 
with  difttuft  and  diffidence.  Some  obfer^ 
vations  made,  in  the  firft  part  of  this  trea- 
tife,  on  other  difeafes,  were  carried  no  fur- 
ther than  to  elucidate  the  do&rine  I have 
endeavoured  to  eftablifh  on  the  nature  and 
caufe  of  the  gout;  the  principal  point  I 
had  in  view.  For  the  fame  reafon,  in  treat- 
ing of  the  operation  of  certain  medicines, 
found  to  be  ufeful  in  the  cure,  or  allevia- 
tion of  this  difeafe,  I have  carried  my  ex- 
amination of  their  beneficial  effeds  to  o- 
ther  diforders.  This  was  done  in  confi- 
dering  the  contents  and  virtues  of  Bath  wa- 
ters ; in  examining  the  properties  of  lixi- 
vial  falts,  and  in  pointing  out  the  manner 
by  which  they  produce  their  falutary  ef- 
fects, not  only  in  the  gout,  but  in  the  ftone. 

H h If 


Z\2 


An  Inquiry , &c. 


If  I have  attempted  to  give  reafons  for  the 
morbid  effects  that  follow  the  retention  of 
acrid  fluids,  and  their  lefs  noxious  qualities 
when  fecreted  and  afterwards  abforbed,  it 
was  with  the  fame  defign  of  elucidating  my 
fubjedt.  This  will  likewife  appear  in  a 
variety  of  other  explanations  I have  been 
obliged  to  attempt,  before  I could  proceed 
with  any  fatisfa&ion  to  myfelf.  But  thefe 
feeming  digreffions  give  the  appearance  of 
an  irregularity  to  this  treatife,  fcarcely  to 
be  avoided,  and  which  I hope  will  be  ex- 
cufed,  on  account  of  the  difficulties  that  at- 
tended the  inquiries  in  which  I have  been 
engaged.  * 
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